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10 THE 


CLE R 


OF THE 


DIOCESE or MAN. 


My BRrETHREN, 


HEN I lately adviſed. with you, 
concerning the moſt: likely Me- 
thods of bringing the People under our 
Charge, to a better Knowledge and Senſe 
of their Duty; and, amongſt other Con- 
ſtitutions, this was agreed upon, and ſoon 
after paſſed into a Law; that all Per- 
ons intending to marry, ſhould firſt (if they- 
have not already done it) fit themſelves ſor 
Confirmation, and the Lord's Supper: 
Every one of you did very ſolemnly, pro- 
miſe his beſt Endeavours to make this 
Order uſeful to the Ends for whick 1 it was 
deſigned. E 
A 3 What 
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What I promiſed at that Time, I have, 
by God's Aſſiſtance, finiſhed, A plain In- 

ſtruction in the Principles and Duties of 
Chriſtianity, ſuited, as near as poſſible I 
could, to the Capacities and Circumſtances 
of the Souls committed to our Care; to- 
gether with Private and Family Prayers, 
very much wanted in this Dioceſe. 

All which are here tranſlated into 
Manks ; and, I hope, as well as can be 
expeRted, conſidering that this is the firſ? 
Book publiſhed in this Language. 

They that have had the Trouble of 
tranſlating it, are very ſenſible, that the 
Liberty which every Man takes of writing 
after his own Way, will expoſe them to 
ſome Cenſure : But then he muſt be a ve 
ill Man, who, for ſo little Reaſon, will go 

about to hinder ſo much Good as is in- 

tended by this Book; fince this would 
have been the Caſe, whoever ſhould have 
undertaken 1t. 


The good Ends propoſed are theſe: 1 


That People ſhould know their Duty, i | 
and their Bufineſs in the World; that 
they ſhould learn to pray for what they 
want; and they that have Familtes, ſhould 
ſet their Children and ServantsanExample | 
| 
{ 
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As 


of 


Dioeeſs of Man. 7 
of Peace and Unity in Church and State, 


which we have ſo long enjoyed. | 
Now though I have taken what Care I 
could to purſue theſe Ends, yet I cannot 
hope to fee any great Good come of this 
Work, without your Aſſiſtance. Into your 
Hand, therefore, I put theſe Books, in- 
treating you, for our great Maſter's Sake, 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that you will endea- 


vour to make them as uſeful as may be. 


Firſt; By reading diſtinctly, and in 
Order, one Section every Lord's Day, af- 
ter you have catechiſed the Youth, ac- 
cording to the Canon and Rubrick enfor- 
ced by a late Law. . 

Secondly; By giving theſe Books to no 
Perſons, without firſt ſhewing them the Uſe 
they are to make of them, and laying them 
under ſtrict Obligations of reading the In- 
ſtructions, and of uſing the Devotions. 

Thirdly; By taking ſuch ſeaſonable Op- 
Portunities, as the Providence of God ſhall 
put into your Hands, of recommending 
theſe Duties to all Sorts of Perſons. 

For Inſtance: When you Vit the Sick, 
you have a fair Occaſion offered you of 
enquiring, how they pray to God, and of 
laying them under Promiſes of perform- 
ing that Duty daily, if God reſtores them 
to Health. | 


When 
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When you ſhall have married a Couple, 
it will be a very proper Time of putting 
the Devotions into their Hands, and of 
making them ſenſible, how much their pre- 
ſent and future Welfare depends upon /erv- 
ing God daily; ſo that beginning well, they 
may never neglect Ais neceſſary Duty. 

Perſons under the Cenſures of the Church, 
under Afictions, in Poverty, aſking either 
your Favour, or your Charity, will lend 
an Ear to that Advice, which at other 
Times they would little regard. 

- Theſe are Words ſpoken in due Seaſon ; 
and if we, of this Dioceſe, do not ſtudy for 
theſe Opportunities of doing Good, we 
are more inexcuſable than others, who 
have Controverſies to take up much of 
their Time, while our Duty 1s only to 
ſhew our People the Way they ſhould go, 
and to go before them. 

Happy were it for us, if our perfet' 
Uniformity were the Effect of our Piety; 
but it is plainly owing to the good Pro- 
vidence of Goy, who having denied us 
greater Means of Learning, hath merci- 
fully kept us from Diviſions, 

But ſhall we be more remiſs, becauſe we 
have not People of other Perſuaſions to 
obſerve and cenſure us? God forbid; ra- 
ther. let us conſider, that there are indeed 


many Eyes upon us, to blame us when we 
: walk 
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walk not worthy of our great Privileges: 
they that contend for Uniformity, will be 
grieved when they ſee ſo little real Piely 
promoted by it; and they who unani- 
mouſly paſſed our Conſtitutions into Laws, 
in Hopes that ſome great Good would 
follow, ſince the Clergy ſeemed ſo deſir- 
ous not to ſtand charged with the Sins of 
the preſent, or growing Age, will be ſadly 
diſappointed, if we neglett to put theſe 
Laws in Execution. 

Let us then obſerve our own Rules; and 
when it appears that we ourſelves are in 
good Earneſt, others will learn to be ſo too. 

And to provoke your Zeal, as well as 
to awaken you, I muſt inform you, that 
God has ſtirred up the Spirits of many to 
oppoſe that Ignorance, Indifferance, Pro- 
faneneſs and Infidelity that every where 
abound. To this End, many great and 
good Men have formed SociETIES; ſome, 
to propagate the Goſpel in Foreign Parts ; 
others, to promote Chriſtian Knowledge 
and Piety at Home; others, to puniſh Pro- 


faneneſs and Immorality. 


And all theſe Societies have had a viſible 
Bleſſing and Succeſs; Miſſionaries are ſent 
and maintained Abroad; Charity Schools 
are ſet up in many Places of England ; 
Notorious Offenders are brought to Shame 
and Amendment. 

Now 
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Now God forbid that we fhould be 
altogether unconcerned under theſe Diſ- 
penſations. Here 1s a plain Way laid be- 
fore you; let but every Clergyman con- 
{cientiouſly obſerve the Conſtitutions 
which he has ſo lately ſigned; and, by 
God's Bleſſing, we ſhall fee a Change for 
the better, and another Face of Religion. 
If People are hindered from the Lord's 

Supper, and from Marriage, until-they 
can give ſome Account, according to- 
their Capacities, of God, of themſelves, and 
of their Duty, all Sorts of People will 
ſtrive to learn, more or leſs; and Parents 
will, for very Shame, ſend their Children 
to be inſtructed, that they may be confirm- 
ed, and qualified for a Married and a 
Chriſtian "Life. 

| Now that what I have bers prepared 
for theſe Ends, may not be in vain, I ſhall 
continue to beg God's Bleſſing upon this 
Werk ; and ſhall not fail to beſeech Him 
to proſper your Labours, and mine 


amongſt you, while it fhall pleaſe Him to 


continue me 


Your unworthy Biſhop, and 
| aſfectionate Friend and Brother, 


Tuo. Sodor and Man. 
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merely an orderly Education, though that 
ſelf, is a mighty Bleſſing both to them, 
and to the Public; but more eſpecially a 
Chriſtian Education, whereby they may 
become happy to all Eternity: I can- 
not think of, a more proper Subjett. far 
this /olemn Meoting, than this I have made 
Choice of, hieb intimates to. us 
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That there are certain Diſpoſitions neceſ- 
fary to qualify Men for receiving and 
5 the Goſpel to any ſaving Pur- 

oſes 
„ 4s many as were ordained to ſor 
prepared for] Eternal Life, believed. 

Having made this out, we ſhall then 
proceed to enquire, 


Firſt Mat theſe Diſpoſitions are. 


Secondly What Manner of Education 
is moſt proper to imprint them in the 
Minds of thoſe to whom the was is 


propoſed. 


In Order, 

1. In the firſt Place, To prevent 

them from making Shipwreck of the Faith 
which they have once received. 


2. And Secondly, To oblige them to 
live according to the Precepts of the 9 
which they have embraced. 


But I muſt firſt obſerve to you, that 
this Text has been ſometimes made Uſe of 
to favour an Opinion; which, if true, 
would render all Education, with Regard 
to another World entirely uſeleſs, 

The Words ordained to Eternal Li Fe, 


having been underſtood to mean, that 
ſuch 
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6. WF {ach as did not believe the Goſpel to ſav- 
ing Purpoſes, it was not their own Fault ; 
ur- They were not Ordazned to it, nor to that 

eternal Life to which a true Faith in 
Jeſus Chriſt entitles his Servants;— That 
they were never effeftually called to believe 
hen the Goſpel, and to obey its Laws; That 
Men are born to unfortunate Ends, and to 
the Ways that lead to them. 

This has been an old Complaint and 
Refuge of Sinners: The Fool: ſhneſs of 
tze Man (ſaith Solomon) perverteth his way, and 
| lis Heart fretteth againſt the Lord. As if 
God could take Pleaſure in the Deſtrue- 
tion or Miſery of his Creatures. An 
Opinion ſo abſurd, that I ſhould not ſpend 
vent one Moment of your Time in confuting it, 
but that it is abſolutely neceſſary, that ſuch 
as are Candidates for Eternit "of whom ſo 
great a Number are now A as well as 
they that have the Care of their Education, 
ſhould ſee the miſchievous Conſequence 
of falling into an Error, which would 
make God the Author of Sin ; His Com- 
mands unjuſt ; the Holy Scriptures incon ſiſt- 
ent with themſelves; And render all the 
worthy Endeavours of Parents, of Maſters, 
and of the Societies for Educating of Chil- 
dren, uſeleſs, and even ridiculous. 

We need go no further than two Verſes 
back, to ſee this Error confuted by the 

B Apoltle 
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Apoſtle himſelt: He there tells the Jews, 
That it was neceſſary, i. e. God had 
ſo appointed it, that the Goſpel ſhould 
firſt be preached to them; but that they, 
by putting the Word of God from them, did, 

by that Act, render themſelves unworthy of 
everlaſting Life. 

If to this we add, the Declarations 
which God himſelf has made, —— Tat he 
would have all' Men to be ſaved, and to come 
to the Knowledge of the Truth: — Tlat 
he deſirethi not the Death of a Sinner, but 
that he ſhould turn from his Sin, and be 
We ſhall ſee plainly, that it 1s 
in the Power of every Soul, by the Grace 
of God, to be happy; provided they put 


on firm Reſolutions of working out their 


own Salvation with Fear and Trembling ; 
7. e. with a Concern anſwerable to the 
Loſs they will otherwiſe fuſtain. 

We may indeed, as many of the Jews 
did, rejett the Counſel of God for our 


Good ; but then our Deſtruction will be 


from ourſelves, and not from ny Decree 
of God's. 


The Truth is, the Word * tranſlated 
Ordazned, ſignifies no more than prepared, 


or diſpoſed for eternal Life; and fo *'tis 


tranſlated in the Margin of our Bibles : 
That is, They that were well diſpoſed ; 
They that feared God, and were atraid for 

them- 
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'WS, themſelves; They that did not reſiſt the 
nad Counſel and Grace of God ; theſe, when 
uld the Goſpel was preached to them, very 
CY, readily embraced it: while they that lived 
lid, at all Adventures, and feared no Evil, 
y of who hated Knowledge, and would not 

chooſe the Fear of the Lord, ſuch as theſe 


ons would not, could not believe, and conſe- 
t he quently could not be ſaved, 

ome This premiſed, we now come to conſider 
hat the great Truth intimated in the Text: 
but I. That there are certain Diſpoſitions 


i be IF neceſſary to fit Men for receiving the Goſpel 
it is IN to any ſaving Purpoſes. 
ace Thus it was propheſied of the Meſſiah, 
put IF before he appeared in the fleſh,(7/a. Ixi. 1. ) 
1elr and foretold who would, and who would 
Ng; Not receive him. 
the The Lord hath anointed me to preach good 
Tidings unto the Meek, for they would re- 
ceive his Meſſage ; To bind up the 
broken-hearted, for they would be glad of 
Help and Comfort; —To proclaim Liberty 
to the Captives, for they, and they only 
who ſhould be ſenſible of their Bondage, 
would be glad to be ſet at Liberty. 

Accordingly, when our Lord did come, 
he invited ſuch to be his Hearers, to whom 
he knew his Doctrine would be accept- 
able. Come unto me, all that labour and are 
heavy-laden, and I will refreſh you. 

B 2 And 
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And when he was reproached for con- 
verſing with Sinners, he only gave this An- 
ſwer, They that are whole need not a Phyſt- 
cian, but they that are ſick : I come not to call 
the Righteous, but Sinners to Repentance. 

Why, were not they all Sinners ? 

Yes. — But that which 1s intimated in 
this Anſwer, 1s this, That thereare Sinners 
who are not at all ſenſible of their bad 
Condition: And their Condition, for that 
very Reaſon, is the more deplorable, be- 
cauſe they would not look out for Help; : 
while ſuch as feared God, and were in 
Fear for themſelves, were exceedingly 
pleaſed to hear our Lord declare. That 
he came from God, to ſeek and to ſave that 
which was loſt, Luke xix. 10. 

Theſe, and theſe only, heard him wich 
Patience, — . the Tendency of 
his Dodrine; — examined his Miracles 
without Prejudice, and were at laſt con- 
vinced, — That he was indeed a Teacher 
come from God ; —That he had the Words 
of Eternal Life; That he made known 
Things of the greateſt Concern to them: 
They therefore embraced his Doctrine, 
and reſolved to obey his Laws. 
Tbe Apoſtles follow'd their Maſter in 
this exactly, and propoſed the Goſpel to 
ſuch as vere previouſſy diſpoſed to receive 
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you is the Word of this Salvation ſent, Abts 
xiii. 26. And ſuch, and ſuch only, did 
receive it, 

The Centurion, amongſt others, was 
an Inſtance of this, and of God's Purpoſe 
and Goodneſs to all ſuch as improve that 
Light and Grace which he vouchſafes 
them. He was a devout Man, feared God, 
gave much Alms, and prayed to God conti- 
nually ; and, being thus prepared for 
greater Mercies, God by a Providence 
extraordinary, brought him to the Know- 
ledge of the Goſpel. 

On the other hand, we find too many 
of the Jews ſo prejudiced againſt Chriſt, 
and his Dottrine, that nothing could 
convince them, no, not Miracles them- 
ſelves. 

A remarkable Inſtance of this we dave 

in the ivth Chapter of this Book of the 
Acts of the Apoſtles. 
The Apoſtles having cured a Man that 
was lame from his Mother's Womb ; and 
this only by ſaying the Word, and it was 
a ſure Proof that God was with 
them, becudle this was the very Way by. 
which he had created the Heavens and 
the Earth. 

The Scribes and the Phariſees faw this 
Wie cannot, ſay they, deny it; neither 
ene they fay, that the Doctrine the 

B 3 Apoſtles 
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A Apoſttes'preached was unworthy of God. 
And what was the Conſequence of this? 

Why indeed, a very ſtrange one. 

They ordered them, not to . fbeak any more in 
the Name of Chriſt, (That every Name by 
which the Man had been made whole), 
and threatned them ley erely, if they 
ſhould do ſo. 

Which Hiſtory will be an eternal. 
Teſtimony againſt thoſe who are ever call- 
ing for more Evidence, and making Ob- 
Jettions againſt received Truths; when. 
tis plainly their own Obſt:nacy, their Pre- 
. Judice, or their Wickedneſs, which hinders 
them from perceiving the Truth ; that 
Truth which is worthy of all Men to be re- 
ceveg ; the Intereſt of all Men to embrace. 
it; and which having been ſo clearly re- 
vealed, and abundantly confirmed, leaves 
all Men without Excuſe, who ſhall reje&ti it. 
For, after all, rejett it Men will, if their 
Minds are not prepared to receive it. 
| 1/ our Goſpel, ſaith our Apoltle, be hid, 
if it will not be received, itis hid to them 
that are loft. - Whom the God of this. . 
World has blinded, 2 Cor. iv. g. 70 

So that it can never be an Objection 
againſt the Chriſtian Religion, That all. 
Men, ſo ſoon as the Goſpel is preached to 
them, do not ſee the Truth, and cloſe. 


with its moſt gracious Offers of Pardon 
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and Happineſs: For if Men are not diſ- 


poſed to be ſerious; if they were engaged 
in ſinful Courſes; if they ſhun that Light 
which would ſhew them to themſelves ;:. 


and. deſpiſe thoſe Means which God bas 
ordained for their Converſion; 'tis no 


wonder they do not, nay, 'tis impoſſible 
they ſhould believe the Goſpel. 

And this comes to paſs, not by any fatal 
Decree of God, but from an utter Indiſpo- 
ſition to hearken to the Truth, and to ſee 
their Intereſt in it. And this alſo oc- 
caſioned by a Cuſtom of acting againft 


Reaſon and Conſcience by leading a 
Life contrary to Holineſs ;—by grieving, 


the Holy ſpirit of God, by which they 
had been ſanctified- and making it their 
Choice not to ſee the Conſequence of a 
Lite ſpent in ignorance and Sin. 

For this Reaſon it is, that Children are 
the moſt proper Subjetts of an Education. 
which regards another Life. Before they 
have been ſuffered to grow wild ;—before 
their Souls ſhall have been polluted, their 
Senſes depraved, their Minds and Memo- 


ries corrupted, by evil Principles, and evil 


Examples; for when 'tis thus with them, 


we ſhall find it the hardeſt thing in the. 


World to perſuade them even to hear what 
we have to wy" on the Part of Religion. 
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Whereas they that have the Happineſs 
of being reſtrain'd betimes, and train'd 
up in the Fear of God, theſe will hear 
and receive with Meekneſs the ingrafted 
Word, which 1s able to ſave their Souls. 
And it 1s for this Reaſon that the 
great Enemy of Souls has, of late, been 
moſt indefatigably induſtrious, and has 
ſet all his Agents at work, to vilify and 
decry this Method of Inſtruction, and the 
Charity Schools; which are deſigned to 
give the Children of the Poor an early 
Knowledge of God and of their Duty, 
before Sin and Hell have got Damn 
over them. 

But this ſhould not Sſcvntmge thoſe 
who are engag'd in this good Work; a 
Work, which if it had not been of God, 
it would have come to nought long ere 
this, conſidering the Malice of Satan, and 
the reſtleſs Endeavours of his Inſtruments, 
to bring an evil Report upon it ; which, 
inſtead of making us uneaſy, or weary in 
well-doing, will only oblige us to conſider 
with Attention, what has, or can be, ob- 
jected againſt theſe Schools of Piety ; ; 
and to reſolve to uſe our utmoſt Endea- 
vours to make them effeQually anſwer all 
the Ends of Charity propoſed by thoſe 
that manage, and by thoſe that ſhall con- 
tribute towards ſupporting them. 
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Now as ve are ſincere Advocates for this 
Charity, ſo muſt we be faithful Monitors, 
and always put you in mind, that the firſt 
and great Deſign of theſe Schools, is to 
make Children Chriſtians in Deed as well 
as in Name; leſt not knowing, or not 
feeling the Power of Religion in their 
Souls, they fall into the Vices of the Age, 
and become a Scandal to their Education, 
and a real Grief and Offence to all that 
have contributed towards carrying it on. 
My Meaning is this: Children may be, 


and often have been, taught the general 


Truths and Duties of Chriſtianity, without 
any great Good following, for want of 
ſuch previous Knowledge and Diſpoſition 
as we have been ſpeaking of, ſuch as are 
neceſſary to fit them for receiving the 
Truth, in the Love of it. 
II. What this Knowledge, and theſe Di 
ofations are, we now come to conſider. X 


"EA And Firſt— As the Fear .of God 


is the Beginning of Wiſdom : ſo are the 


Fear of God and the Knowledge of ourſelves | 


the Foundation of ſaving Faith in Jeſus 
Chriſt. 


Ta you that ear God (faith the Prophet) 
he will ariſe with Heakng in his Wings, 
Mal. iv. 25 , 
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He may indeed be ſeen by others, but 
he comes with Healing in his Wings to 
thoſe only who fear God. 

— Feſus cried any man thirſt, 

let ham come unto me, and drink. Plainly 

intimating, That People muſt have a Senſe 

of their Wants ! they muſt have an Appe- 

Zite, before they can ſo much as think of 

going to the living Waters to quench 
their Thirſt. 

Thou ſayſt, ſaith the Spirit, (Rev. iii. 7.) 
That I am rich; and knoweſt not that thou 
art wretched, and miſerable, and poor, and 
blind, and naked. 

A ſad Condition indeed, to be miſer- 
able without knowing it, and conſequently 
without any Inclination to look out for help. 

But then, is not this the Caſe of the 
greateſt part of Mankind? And ought not 
the Cure of this Malady to begin here ? 
Eſpecially with reſpe& to thoſe that are 
profeſſedly taken in Hand to be deliver'd 
from this State of Blindneſs and Miſery. 

Should not this be our firſt and great 
Concern ? : 

———To plant the Fear of God in their 
Heart betimes ; 
hy giving them a juſt and diſtin 
Knowledge of God and his Attributes; 
By making them ſenſible of the 


Relation they bear to him ; and that they 
| are 
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are accountable to his Juſtice for every 
thing they do; 


S tO 

By explaining to them the Con- 
17 dition they are brought into, by the Fall 
nly of our firſt Parents; 


By ſhewing them to themſelves, 
and convincing them from their own 
Reaſon and Experience, that Things are 
wretchedly amiſs with them. 

That thay are by Nature under 
the Power and Dominion of Sin; and that 
if they were left to themſelves, they would 
go on to obey it to their eternal Ruin. 
That People need not be at 


ber Pains to make themſelves miſerable, for 
mly they'll be ſo of courſe, if they make no 
lp. Reſiſtance. | 


In ſhort By making them ſee and 
cel the /ad Eſtate they are in without the 


Ty Bleſſing of a Reedeemer, we ſhall lay a good 
are Foundation for ſaving Knowledge. But 


er'd MW vitbout that, the general Duties of the 
Chriſtian Religion may be taught without 


2 Effect. And they that hear them, may 

| live in a formal Profeſſion of Chriſtianity 

boi all their Days, and die in a Condition not 
better than that of Infidels. 

ing Do but attend to what I am going to 

tes; ſay, and you'll be convinced, that this is 

the RPE ihelief, if not the only Way, both 40 


convert, 


a” 
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convert, and to confirm them in the Ways 
of Religion and Virtue, viz. 
To open their Eyes, that they 
may ſee with whom they have to do; and 
that they may perceive how unworthy 
they are of the leaſt of the Mercies God 
defigns for them; and how liable they 
are to be for ever undone, if they are not 
careful for themſelves. 

For, Firſl-——This is the likelieft Way 
to convert them ; 
By bringing them to a Seriouſneſ; 
of Temper, than which nothing is more 
neceſſary to a true Converſion. 
By repreſenting to their Minds 
Things of the greateſt Concern to them. 
The Value of their Souls, which they 
ought not to hazard, zho' they were to get 
#he whole World. 

The Happineſs they are made for, and 
the Miſery they may bring upon them- 
ſelves, if they ſhall oppoſe God's gracious 
Deſign towards them. 

The Conſideration of theſe Things 
often ſet before them, will not ſuffer them 
to be indifferent; they'll learn to be afraid 
for themſelves; and they'll confider with 


Attention what is their true Intereſt, and 


what they muſt do-to be ſaved. Fear being 
that Paſſion which God makes Uſe of to make 


all has other Graces effedual,; — 


Even 
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Even Noah himſelf, as great as his Faith 

was, ſtood in need of this Paſſion, to make 
him do what God had commanded him, 
to ſave himſelf from periſhing Moved 
with Fear, ſaith the Apoſtle, he prepared 
an Ark for the ſaving of his Houſe, Heb. 
xi. 7. 
5. 2. — Beſides, *tis the Diſpoſition 
which muſt make them fit Objetts of God's 
Grace and Compaſſion To this Man 
will I look, faith the Lord, even to him that 
trembleth at my Word, Iſa. Ixvi. 2. 

d. 3. If to this we add, That 'tis this 
Grace, and this only, that can make Re- 
pentance and a religious Life le/s diſcou- 
raging and burthenſome, than they are apt 
to appear to an unregenerate Mind, we 
ſhall ſtill ſee more reaſon to preſs it upon 
thoſe whom we are about to inſtrutt un- 
to Eternal Life. 

To deny themſelves a great many 
things for which they are naturally very 
fond; To mortiſy their Luſts and 
A ffections, which are as dear to them as 
their Lives; To take up the Croſs, 
even before *tis laid upon them. Theſe 
are Duties which corrupt Nature.would 
avoid, if God, by putting Fear into their 
Hearts, did not ſhew them the Danger, 
and the Neceſſity of doing any thing to 
elcape 1t. | 
C And 
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And here one cannot but wonder at 
thoſe who, for the molt part forgetting ths 
only ſure Argument of Converſton, do hope 
to perſuade People to forſake their Sins, 
and lead a religious Life, by Arguments 
purely Moral, or on Account of World| 7 
Inconvexiencies. 

You'll ruin your Reputation, your 
Health, your eſtate ; you'll diſoblige your 
Friends. 

——-—On the other hand, Virtue is its 
own Reward: How honourable is it to be 
Juſt to one's Word, and true in one's Deal- | 
ing's? How unworthy a rational Man 
to live like a Beaſt? 

One may very well queſtion, 
whether any Man, ever ſince the Fall of 
Adam, was converted by Arguments of 
this Nature. Alas! our corrupt Hearts 
will eaſily get over every Thing that can 
be ſaid which only regards this World. — 
But who can be ſo hardy as to flight Eter- 
nal Ruin; or to deſpiſe his Power, and 
his Diſpleaſure, who can deſtroy both Body 
and Soul in Hell; when repreſented in 
Terms ſuited to the Capacities of thoſe to 
whom we ſpeak, and preſſed upon them 
with becoming Ser:ouſneſs ? 

»Tis for this Reaſon, and becauſe of 
ourſelves we have ſo little Inclination to | 
conſider, as well as little Power to chuſe 

what 
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what is good; That God in his holy 
Word, both in the Old and New Teſta- 
ment, has ſo frequently ſet before us the 
Terrors of the Lord, and of the World to 
come ; That he has made known to 
us the certain miſerable Portion of the 
Wicked in a future State; in order to 
awaken us To fill our Hearts with 
Fears of future Evils, while we continue 
impenitent; To make us ſerious; to 
make the pleaſures of the World leſs pa- 
latable—To break the Power of Tempta- 
tion; or, in one Word—To diſpoſe us for 
Eternal Life. 

2. Neither is it of leſs uſe to conform 
them in the Ways of Virtue and Piety. 

For it will repreſent to their Minds the 
Dangers they have eſcaped; the ſad Con- 
dition they had been in, had not God 


vouchſafed them the Graceof Repentance; 


which will be a Means of curing them of 
that Careleſſneſs and Preſumption that are 
the Ruin of an infinite Number of Souls. 

And ſeeing the Circumſtances of this 
Life, as well as the Commands of Jeſus 
Chriſt, require that Chriſtians ſhould be 
always upon their Guard, Nothing but a 
great Fear of miſcarrying could reconcile 


them to a Duty ſo uneaſy to. Fleſh and 
Blood. ; 


C 2 But. 


evil Tendency of Actions; 
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But above all Things, this Fear will 
create in young People a Tenderneſs of 
Conſcience, than which Nothing will be 
of greater Uſe in the whole Courſe of 
their Lives, to preſerve them from falling. 


Temptations may be ſudden, ——They 
may not always have Time to confider the 
may not 
always know what their Duty: requires of 
them; But if their Conſcience is 
tender and awake, they'll be ſure to keep 
at the greateſt Diſtance from every Thing 
they have Reafon to fear may offend God]; 
which will often ſerve inſtead of Time to 
conſider; inſtead of Knowledge to dirett; 
inſtead of Friends to adviſe with in Time 
of Danger. 

Beſides theſe, there is one other good 
Effect this Fear will have upon thoſe who 
are early poſſeſſed of it. And this is— 
It will oblige them to live in a conſtant De- 
pendence 3 God. To be ever look- 
ing up to him for Pardon and Grace, for 
Light and Aſſiſtance, for Protection againſt 
their Adverſaries, and againſt that Security, 


the Fruits of which are — Negligence, a 


bold: venturing upon Temptations, a wicked | 
Life, and a reprobate Mind. 

I will only add—That this Method of 
Education appears to me to be—The very 
ſhorteſt Way of giving Children a thorough, 
Knows 
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Knowledge of their Duty both to God and 
Man. 

For beſides this That it gives God 
the firſt Poſſeſſion of their Hearts, (which: 
is ſure no. {mall Advantage It deter- 
mines their Choice betimes; makes them 
afraid of the Dangers. that ſurround them, 
and gives them an Abhorrence of thoſe 
Vices which are ſo dangerous even to be 
acquainted with; and which one needs 
but once taſte of, to. become for ever 
Slaves to them. 

But then, if we conſider the MN and 
the flow Capacities of thoſe we have to 
deal with; - The many Precepts of 
the Goſpel; And the different Cir- 
cumſtances of Life, wherein they are to 
be apply'd; we ſhould utterly deſpair of 
giving them a full Sight and Knowledge. 
of their Duty, had not God directed us 
to this ſhort Method——To teach them 
firſt of all to fear him; which will ſupply 
the Want of a great deal of Learning : 
a good Memory, and a great deal of 
Time, which every body cannot be Maſ- 
ter of, 


So that Natural Conſcience, the 
general Rules of Religion, as they are 
lummed up in our Catechiſm, and which 
every Body may learn; Theſe, aſſiſted 
by the Fear of God, will be ſufficient to 
C3 direct 
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direct any Chriſtian in any State of Life, 
in which the Providence of God ſhall 
place him. 


that very many make a Shift, with good 
Parts, and a great deal of Learning, to be 
eternally ruin'd; ſo to the Praiſe of God 


be it ſaid, we often ſee many poor People, 


with very ſmall Aztarnments, but who have 
been bred up in the Fear of God——As 
true Lovers of God ;——As careful not to 
offend him ;z—— As conſtant and devout in 
worſhipping him ; as juſt and conſcientious in 
therr Dealings with Men, and as ſober and 
temperate intheir Lives; and conſequently 
have as good a Title to the Bleſſings of 
Paradiſe, and the Kingdom of Heaven, as 
they that have had the greateſt Advan- 
tages of Learning and Education. 

In ſhort—This Foundation being once 
well laid, all other Chriſtian Graces nh: 
Virtues will follow of Courſe. 

We ſhall love God proportionably to 
the Mercies we are ſenſible we have re- 
ceiv'd from him, and the Dangers from 
which he bas deliver'd us; we ſhall hope 
for all favourable Allowances from him, 
whom we know we fear and love; 

We ſhall honour him, and eve 
Thing that relates to him; and we ſhall 
ferve him truly all our Days, 


And 


And indeed, as it is but too ſure 
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fe, WW ———And being convinced that God 
all, has made the Love of our N-1ghbour a 
Proof of our Fear and Love of him, we 
thall always be afraid of doing any of 
thoſe Things to others, which he hates 
and has forbidden. 

Laſtly, Knowing that our Bodies 
are the Temples of the living God, we 
ſhall endeavour to keep them holy and 
undefil'd, as the Temples of God ſhould 
be; and ſhall always be afraid of profaning 
and polluting them, and of doing any of 
thoſe vile Things. which may drive the 
Spirit of God from his Temple, and leave 
it to be poſſeſſed by Devils. h 
But I muſt not tire your Patience; 
and therefore I proceed, in the laſt Place, 
to conſider, 

III. What Manner of Education is moſt 
proper to imprint the Fear of God in the 
Hearts of thoſe whom we undertake to in- 
ſtrut; In Order, To prevent them, if 
poſſible, from making Shipwreck of the Faith 
which they have once received; and to oblige 
them to live according to the Precepts.of the 
mages which they have embraced. 
There is indeed one Truth, 

N if it would be believ'd, would 
very make People more deſirous to learn their 
ſhalt Duty, than any Body could be to teach 

hem —and that i— 


And That 
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That a virtuous Education is really pre- 
ferable to all the Wealth and other Advan- 
tages of the World, without it. 

But foraſmuch as this will very hardly 
be receiv*d, we muſt take another Method, 
and endeavour to poſſeſs People's Hearts 
with the Fear of God, and a Fear for them- 
felves, in order to prevail with them to 
lead a Godly and a Chriſtian Life. 

We muſt, for inſtance, ſet before them 
the Power aud Majeſty of that God with 
whom they have to do; That all his 
Laws are holy, juſt and good; That 
therefore he expetts Obedience to them; 
That he ſees all their Actions, hears 
all their Words, and knows the very 
Thoughts of their Hearts; That 
tho' he is infinitely good and merciful, 
yet that he can be angry with Sinners, 
and ſeverely too — As is plain from 
the many judgments recorded in Scrip- 
ture for our example; and That 
he will call all men to an Account for 
the Talents he has given them. That 
not only wicked, but unprofitable Ser- 
vants, will then be puniſh'd. T hat 
therefore it is a fearful Thing to fall into 
the Hands of the living God, And that 
God has made theſe Truths known to 
them, on Purpoſe that they may not ruin 
themſelves eternally, 1 

et 
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. Let them therefore be taught to live 
** always as in the Preſence of God; as the 
ay moſt effectual Way to preſerve in their 

4 Hearts a Senſe of their Dependance upon 
him. Mall before me, and be thou per- 
oy fe; is a Rule given by God himſelf; — 


Tis a Rule that the moſt Ignorant will be 
able to apply in all the Circumſtances of 
Life—and the moſt Learned eannot have 
a better. 
You are in the Preſence of God 
He 1s preſent therefore to puniſh 
you, if you break his Laws; He is 
preſent to reward you, if you do your 
beſt to pleaſe him ;—He is preſent to 
aſſiſt you, when you want Help; — He 
is preſent to defend you ?gainſt all your 
Adverſaries. So that Life and Death 
are ſet before you. | 
They are then to be made acquainted 
with their own Condition; what they are 
by Nature, what they would be, if left 
entirely to themſelves ;— What they may 
hope for, by giving themſelves up to 
God;—And what wilt certainly be the 
That Conſequence of their living without God 
into in the World. ok 
| that Bi That they are by Nature born in Sin, and 
n to ihe Children of Wrath, is what they often 
rum ear, and often repeat; But then they 
mould know—That to be born in Sin, is to 
come 
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come into the World a Creature, in whom 
(God can take no Pleaſure. 

A Creature in whichare the Seeds 
of all Manner of Wickedneſs, ready to 
ſpring up, and bring him to Deſtruction 


both of Soul and Body. 


A Creature no more abke to help 


- himſelf out of this ſad Eſttate, than a 


Man that ts dead. 

And that yet he muſt be deliver'd 

out of this Eſtate before he leaves this 

World, or he will remain under the Power 

ofeverlaſting Death, of everlaſting Miſery. 
For this they ought to know further, 
hat they are not only $07» in Sin, 

but by converſing with others as cor 

as themſelves, they'll become ſtill more 

wicked the longer they live, and more 

offenſive to God, if not reſtrained by hw 


Grace. 


»Twill be eafy to convince them 
of this, by obliging them to conſider} 
thoſe many People over whom Sin and 
Satan have got the Dominion.—How 
they are Slaves to the moſt unreaſonable} 
Paſſions ;,——who having ſold themſelves 
to work Wickedneſs, they are at laſt come 
to that Paſs, that they cannot ceaſe from 
Sin. So that neither the Fear of tem- 
poral nor eternal Puniſhments can reſtrain 
them. - 


Then 
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Then let them ſee the Folly of that 
moſt common Deluſion. That *tis :mpoſ= 
ible they ſhould ever fall into the abo- 
minable Sins they ſee, and every Day 
10n WW hear others guilty of. A Deluſion that 

bas been the Ruin of infinite Souls. ; 
1elp Let them know therefore, that no 
n a Body was ever extremely graceleſs and 
wicked at once; - That one Sin makes 


er'd Way for and brings on another; — That 
this every one who lives in any known Sin, is 
wer advancing to a State of Atheiſm, of wiſh- 
ſery. Ing that there were no God, and at laſt of 


ther, Wiving as if there were none. That the 


Sin, Mare of the very ſame Race and Make with 
-rupt Whoſe very People, whoſe Wickedneſſes 
more hey are aſtoniſh'd at; and that the ſame 
more vil Spirit that tempted them to thoſe 


\ bominations, is ever walking about like a 
oaring Lion, ſeeking whom he may be per- 
itted to devour, 

Laſtly, Let this Truth be often incul- 
ated, That we are not ſo much Maſters of 
urſelves as we are apt lo imagine. 
Govern'd we muſt be, either by the 
pirit of God, or by an evil Spirit. — 
And that whenever Men grieve the Holy 
pirit, and provoke him to withdraw his 
rotettion, that Moment Satan takes them 
nder his Power, and, as the Scriptures 
deak—Leads them Captive at his Will. 
Theſe 


y his 
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Theſe Conſiderations, if any Thing, will 
make young People afraid for themſelves, 
eſpecially if they are often put in Mind, 
that a very few Years will determine their 
Fate for ever, and they'll be happy or 
miſerable to all Eternity. | 

But will not this Way of dealing with 
Children make them melancholy ? 
By no Means. It may make them 
ſerious, and that they ought to be; and 
they ought to be ſo betimes, leſt they 
never be ſo as long as they live. 

That which makes People melancholy, 
i- when they have wrong Apprehen- 
ſions of God; as if he had ordain'd them 


for Miſery; or when they are ſhewn the | 


Danger they are in, without the Way to 
eſcape. 

This indeed would be a ready Way to 
drive them to Deſpair. 

——But when at the ſame Time that 
they ſee the bad E/tate they are in by Na- 
ture, they are made to underſtand the gra- 
cious Goodneſs of God in the Manner of 
their Redemption——How he ſent his 
only Son to take our Nature upon him, 
in Order to deliver us from this State of 
Sin and Miſery 

That he is in him reconciling the 
World unto himſelf ;—That for his Sake 
he will overlook the Untowardnefs of our 

15419 | Nature; 
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Nature ;,,——Reſtore us to his Favour; 
Give us all the Aids neceſſary to do 
what he requires of us; and that if we 
continue to ſerve him faithfully all our 
Days, he will make us happy for ever;— 
There will then be no Reaſon for Meclan- - 
eholy, much leſs for Deſparr. 

But on the contrary They that are 
thus inſtructed, will eaſily perceive the 
Reaſonableneſs and the Neceſſity of all the 
Duties which Chriſtianity requires of 
them, and will readily cloſe with them, 
whenever they are propoled to them. 

They?ll ſee, for Inſtance, and be ſenſi- 
bly affected with the Love and Kindneſs 
of God in touching their Hearts with a 
Senſe of the Danger they were in, which 
muſt needs be very great, ſince none but 
the Son of God could deliver them. 

They'll highly value the Favour 
of their Deliverance, as they will have 
Reaſon to do; and this will very natu- 
rally lead them to love the Lord their God 
with all their Heart; and to do what they 
believe will pleaſe him, though it ſhould 


thwart their own incl 


When they ſhall be convinced, 
as they ought to be, that God requires 
Obedience to his Laws, for this Reaſon 
only, that we may not be miſerable, they 
will avoid every Sin he has forbidden, not 
becauſe 
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becauſe it is ſcandalous, or puniſhable bz 
Man, but becauſe it will d:/pleaſe God, 
and becauſe it will utterly unfit them for 
Heaven and Happineis. 
When once they have been made 
ſenſible, what little Power they had to de- 
liver themſelves out of that ſad Eſtate in 
which Sin had involved them, they'll ſee it 
highly reaſonable to give all the Glory of 
their Deliverance to God; and to caſt 
themſelves entirely upon him for: Grace 
a1d Strength to carry them through all 
future Difficulties and Dangers. 

And' this will very naturally lead 
them to pray to him continually, to deliver 
them—from a corrupt Worla, infinite Er- 
rors, and moſt powerful Enemies, which 
they are ſure to meet.with in their Way 
to Heaven. 

If they have been made truly 
ſenſible of the Corruption, the Weakneſs, 
and the [nconſtancy of their Nature, and 
that Satan is ever ready to tempt them 
to their Ruin, they'll ſee, and they'll ac- 
knowledge the Reaſonableneſs, and the ab- 
ſolute Neceſſity of Morti fication and Self= 
denial, of watching and walking warily 
all the r Days. 

—— benever they are in Danger, of 
backſliding, they'll be put in Mind of 
the ſad Condition of that Man in the 

Goſpel, 
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Goſpel, whom our Lord has mentioned 
for our Warning, to whom an evil Spirit, 
after he had been turned out, return'd 
with ſeven other Spirits more wicked than 
himſelf; how the laſt Eſtate of that Man 
was worſe than the firſt. 

And having been often told, as 
they ſhould be, that whenever the Spirit, 
of God forſakes them, an evil Spirit will 
take the Government of them; and that 
every wilful Sin ſets them further out of 
God's Favour, and gives the Devil ſtill 
more Power over them Whenever they 
ſhall have done amiſs, they will im 
mediately aſk, Pardon, that they may not 
put themſelves out of God's Protection. 

An one Word, will not look 
upon Chriſtianity as a State of [dlene/s, but 


| confider it, as indeed it is, as a State of 


Trial, in which they are placed for a very 
ſhort while, in Order to be reſtored to the 
Image of God, in which they were at firſt 
created; and that if they loſe this Op- 
portunity, they are for ever undone. 
—And when 3 ſee ſo many about 
them in the very Way of Perdition,.— 
They'll bleſs God for the happy Provi- 
dence, and for all thoſe whom he has made 
Inſtruments of their Converſion, before 
evil Habits were become a ſecond Nature, 
before evil Converſation bad corrupted. 
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their Manners, or evil Company their 
Principles. 

5. 4. And it is much to be wiſhed, that 
they, who ſtand charged with the Education 
of thoſe of better Circumſtances than thoſe 
we are now concerned for, would ſeriouſſy 
conſider, whether it is not for want of lay- 
ing this Foundation; for want of poſſeſſ- 


ing their Souls betimes with the Fear 


God, and with a Concern for their ever- 
laſting Welfare, that that Learning and 
other Accompliſi ments, which are intended 
to qualify them for paſſing through the 
World with Reputation and Advantage, 
do only prove a greater Snare to them. 
For ' tis too plain to be denied, that very 
many of thoſe whom God has diſtinguiſhed 
by Honours, liberal Educations, and great 
Eſtates, are extremely corrupted by theſe 
Advantages ;—They are often too learn. 
ed to be inſtrutted by their proper Teach- 
ers—Too great to be reproved when 
they are in an Error—Too high to ſubmit 
to the Laws of the Goſpel—or too much 
taken up with the Affairs of this World, 
to be ſeriouſly concerned for that which 
is to come. 
And all this for Want of being firſt 
inſtructed in the Fear of God; and the 
Dangers they are expoſed to if they ſhould 
{na 4 be 


tl 
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be ſo unhappy as to follow their own In- 
clinations. 


For Want of being humbled with the 
Knowledge of the Majeſty of God, who 


putteth down one, and ſetteth up another. 
For Want of knowing the Danger 


and the Temptations of an high Eſtate ;. 


For Want of being convinced, 
that they are as much ſubject to the Laws 
of Chriſt, and as liable to be eternally 
ruined, if they are not ſo, as the meaneſt 
on Earth; 

— For Want of being often told, 

That the more they have, the more they, 
are to anſwer for; 
And, laſtly—For Want of being 
made ſenfible of the. vile Ingratitude of 
living only to diſhonour their great Be- 
nefactor. 

We are obliged to ſay it again; it is 
the Want of this Kind of Inſtruction that 
is the Source of that Corruption which 
tpreads itſelf fo univerfally—While a ſu- 


perficial Knowledge of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, of the Commands of God, and of 
the Way of worſhipping him, is called a 


Chriſtian Education. 

And therefore it much concerns  alf 
thoſe, whoſe Hearts God has moved to. ſet 
up theſe Schools of Charity, to fee, that the 


Children, in them at leaſt, be taught in 
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the firſt Place to fear God ; to know, and 

to be afraid for themſelves, and of his 

Fulg ments, 

And then we might hope to ſee 
a Number of young People, ſober and ſe- 
Tious in their Behaviour—And when 
grown up, peaceable in their Lives; up- 
right in their Dealings; obedient to their 
Governors; and Examples of Piety to all 
about them. 

And what r would all 
good Chriſtians have to contribute, upon 
every Occaſion, towards carrying on ſo 

excellent a Work ? 

— With what grateful Hearts would poor 
Parents embrace theſe Opportunities of 
having their Children taught, not only how 
to live, but how to be for ever happy ? 

 — What thankful Returns, would man 
of theſe make, if ever God ſhogld enable 
them, in contributing towards the Chriſ- 
tian Education of others? | 

And, laſtly—How much concerned 
would our Governors be, to give all 
the Encouragement imaginable to theſe 
worthy Undertakings, and ſeverely puniſh 
thoſe who ſhould endeavour to blaſt fo 
good a Deſign? 

For indeed, it is true Religion that muſt 

Jupport the State ; not only as it is a * 
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of averting God's Judgments, but as it is 
the moſt effectual Means of keeping Men 
within the Bounds of Duty and Obedi- 


ence. . The Fear of God being the only ſure 
ſe- Principle of Loyalty to be depended on. 
en The Fear of Death itſelf being but a 
p- oor Reſtraint, in Compariſon of the Dread 
eir of God's Diſpleaſure, when once the Heart 
all is poſſeſſed with a juſt Senſe of it. 
| And if ever we ſhall be ſo happy as to 
all have the Generality of our Youth thus 
ON educated, the Civil Government wilF ſoon 
ſo find its Intereſt in it. | 
They that ſhall be taught to fear God, 
oor will as ſurely Honour the King, and them 
of chat are put in Authority under him. 
10W Men will obey them that have the Rule 
s over them, not only for Wrath, for Fear 
any of temporal Puniſhment, but for Conſcience 
zble Sake, for Fear of offending Gd. 
riſ- The Sacredneſs of Oaths will be more 


regarded---And Chriſtians will ſtudy to 
be quiet, and to do their own Buſineſs, and 


leave the Government of the World to 
heſe thoſe, on whom the Providence of God 
niſh has laid that Burden. os 
| ſo And tho' the Corruption of Human 


Nature will always make Laws, and Civil 
Penalties, and Magiſtrates to put them in 
Execution, and to decree Juſtice neceſſary; 


yet 
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yet this Burden will become every Day 
lighter ; 

When the Number of untaught and un- 
diſciplined People ſhall be leflened--- 
When Subjetts ſhall become peaceable, 
becauſe of the Oath, of God which is upon 
them When Men ſhall make it their 
Choice to be juſt to one another, knowing 
the Account they muſt one Day give And 
being convinced, that this is not the 
World they were made for; when they 
ſhall be afraid of loſing the eternal Hap- 
pineſs of the next, by being too paſſion- 
ately fond of this. | 

In ſhort---'Fhere is no governing the 
outward, without firſt governing the in- 
ward Man ;--- Out of the Heart, faith our 
Saviour, proceed evil Thoughts, Murders, 
Adulteries, Theſts, falſe Witneſs, Blaſphe- 


mies, Matt. xv. 19. 
---Now where the Fear of God is, there 


is no Room for any of theſe to enter; 
and this is the Reaſon that I have with 
ſo much Earneſtneſs, and J am afraid Te- 
diouſneſs, recommended a Method of Edu- 
cation, which, if religiouſly purſued, would 
in all Probability promote thefe great 


Ends:---The Glory of God---The Good of 


Mankind---The Happineſs af this Life 
And the Bleſſings of the World to come. 
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A FURTHER 


INSTRUGTION 


For Sucn as have learned the 


CHURCH CATECHISM. 


8 E C T. 1. 


re O/ ConFriRMATION, 

r; 8 

the Q. H AVING Notice to prepare 
e- myſelf for Confirmation, I beg 
th your Aſſiſtance, that I may know what I 
Id am going about, and what is expected from 
at me? | Ie | 
of A. J will gladly aſſiſt you; and if in- 
— deed you deſire to ſave your Soul, I will 


inſtruct you after ſo plain a Manner, that 
A you need not periſh for Want of Knowledge. 


Q. 1 


13 
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Q. I pray then let me know, why I am 
called to Confirmation? 

A. That the Church may be ſatisfied 
you are a Chiriſtian out of Choice, and not 
only becauſe you was born in a Chriſtian 
Country. N „ 

Q. Why muſt the Church be ſatisfied 
of this? | 

A. Becauſe the Church is a Society of 


' Perſons profeſſing to live in the Fear of 


God, and expetting God's Judgments, if 
any of their Body do live in an open De- 
fiance of his Laws, without Rebuke. 

And therefore, for better Security, all 
its Members are openly to declare their 
full Purpoſe of Living as becometh the 
Goſpel of Chriſt, which is the Law they are 
to he governed by. 

Q. ls there any further Benefit that I 
may hope for, by going to be confirmed ? 

A. Ves; you may expect from that 
Time, that God will daily increaſe his 


Graces in you, if you heartily deſire 


them : For the Biſhop, with whom ts the 
Hand of God in all that he doth in the Name 


% Chriſt, * prayeth for you; and by 


laying his hand upon you doth certify 
you of God's Favour and good Will to- 
wards you. 


* Matth.. xxviii. 39. 


And 


1 
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And then, if you know that this 
ſolemn Way of laying on of Hands, was 
from the Apoſtles of Jeſus Chriſt, you 
will have . to hope for much Good 
from it: And to neglett it, where it may 
be had, is to deſpiſe God's Mercy and 
Favours. 

Q. I would therefore prepare myſelf 
for Confirmation, not only becauſe the 
Church requires it, but becauſe it will be 
my Advantage to do ſo. 

A. It vill moſt certainly: For the Chri- 
ſtian Profeſſion, which you are going to 
take upon you, 1s the only Thing which 
can make you eaſy here, and ſafe here- 
after. 

For it teacheth us, that though we 
are miſerable, ſinful, helpleſs Creatures; 
though we have many and powerful 
Enemies ; yet, by the Favour of God, we 
may be ſafe and happy. 

For by it we learn, that God defireth 
our Welfare, and that he is able to do for 
us more than we can aſk or think, 

It teacheth us what Service God re- 
quires of us; How we may make our 
Peace, when we have offended him by 
our Sins; How dangerous it is to lead 


a careleſs Life; And how happy. God - 
* Hebr. vi. 2 
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will make all ſuch as ſerve him to the 
beſt of their Knowledge. 

Why then ſhould I not take upon 
myſelf the Chriſtian Profeſſion ? 
A. Only'take with you the Advice of 
Chriſt*. Conſider ſeriouſly what you 
are going to undertake, _ 

Whether you can purpoſe in your Heart 
to reſiſt the Temptations of the Devil, 
the World, and the Fleſh, which will all 
endeavour to draw you from God. 

Whether you will reſolve to beleve the 
Word of God, which ſpeaks of another 
World, and of Things which you cannot 
ſee with your bodily Eyes. 

And whether you will do your beſt to 


keep the Commands of God, in Hopes of a 


future, and unſeen Reward. 

O. Indeed, when I conſider, that all 
Chriſtians have promiſed to do this, and 
yet too few do ever think of what muſt 
come hereafter, I cannot but be afraid 
for myſelf, leſt I ſhould grow as careleſs 
as many others. 

A. It is for this Reaſon you are now 
called upon, to ſee whether you will take 
up a ſober Reſolution of ſerving God. 

And to make you concerned in this mat- 


ter, confider ſeriouſly, That we muſt all ap- 


* Luke xiv, 28. 


pear 


pear 
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pear before the Judgment Seat of Chriſt. 
That as you ſpend this ſhort Life well or ill, 
you mult be happy or miſerable for ever. 
. This ſhould make one ſerious in- 
deed, and therefore I do intreat you to 
ive me atrue Account of my Condition. 

A. Underſtand then, that you are a 
Creature ſubjett to Sin, and to Miſery, 

That God has permitted you to be 
born in this Condition, that you may ſee 
the ſad Effects of forſaking him. | 

And that finding you are unable to 
help yourſelf, you may ever be obliged 
to look up unto him for Help, which, at 
your Baptiſm, he hath covenanted to give 

ou. 

g Now to prove you, whether you will 
indeed hve in a conſtant Dependance 
upon God, he hath permitted the Devil to 
tempt you ; that 1s, to endeavour to draw 
you from your Duty. - 

But, at the ſame time, youghave thts 
faithful Promiſe, that his good Spirit 
ſhall ever be with you, to defend and 
ſtrengthen you; provided you ſeek to 
him, put your whole Truſt in him, and 
do not grieve him by a wicked Life. 

To encourage you to ſerve God, what- 
ever good Thing you do by his Aſſiſtance, 
he will graciouſly reward it as if it were 
done by yourſelf only. 

E But 
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But if you ſhall deſpiſe God's Aſſifl- 
ance, and, truſting to your own Reaſon 
and Strength, fall into a wicked Life, the 
good Spirit of God will forſake you, and 


you will then be governed by evil Spirits, ' 
and be made very miſerable, 
2e. From what you ſay, I underſtand ( 
that we are in this Life in a State of Trial, : 
and Danger, that we may be obliged to N 
keep Cloſe to God; which if we reſolve : 
to do, then we are in no Danger at all. j 
A. Very true: And obſerve alſo, that 
by the Mercy of Chriſt, we are in a ſafer i _ 
Condition than even our firſt Parents, 
ö were; they were indeed created upright, j 
1 but they fell: we are, by Reaſon of their 
q Fall, born in Weakneſs, but have an ( 
q Almighty God ever ready to ſupport us; 
1 and if we, through our own Fault, do ſlip, n 
1 we have a Mediator with God, ever real, h 
= to make our Peace, : 
0 x 
Ss 
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VLVou muſt believe, and lay to Heart, ( 


what God hath made known in his holy 

Word, and eſpecially. the Promiſes and 

Threatenings of the Goſpel of Chriſt.” 
You 
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You muſt reſolve to keep the Com- 
mandments, which teach you your Duty to 
God, and to your Neighbour. | 

And becauſe you cannot dothisof your- 
felf, you muſt purpoſe at all Times to ſeek 
to God, by Prayer, for his Aſſiſtance. 

And, laſtly; Since it is mere Favour in 
God, that he receiveth us into his Cove- 
nant, and promiſeth us eternal Liſe, we 
muſt thankfully receive, and uſe the Means 
of Grace which he hath appointed; name- 
ly, Baptiſm, and the Lord's Supper. 

Theſe are the chief Heads of our Duty, 
which you may underſtand, be you never /o 
unlearned, if you will ſet your Heart upon 
it, and pray to God for Help. 

Q. I have already learned theſe in the 
Catechiſm I have been taught. 

A. You have ſo; and in that you have 
Learning ſufficient, if you do but know 
how to make Uſe of it in the Courſe of 
your Life; which I ſhall aſſiſt you to do 
after a very plain Way. 

But firſt, go and fall down on your 
Knees, and beg of God to give you 
Grace, and an Underſtanding Heart, in 
the following Words: 

If any of you lack W:flom, let him aſk of 
God, and it /iiall be given him. 


james i. 5. 
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A 


The PR AYER, 


O C0, the Fountain of all Wiſdom, we 

moſt humbly beſeech thee to enlighten our 
Minds, that we may come to the Knowledge 
cf thee, and of thy Goodneſs in Jeſus Chriſt, 
Give us a ſerious, an underſtanding, and a 
religious Heart, that as we grow in Years, 
we may grow in Grace. Bleſs all the Means 
of Salvation which thou hoſt afforded us, 
and eſpecially this Inſtruction, that it may 
fe 1k into our Hearts, and bring forth in us 
the Fruit of Good Living, to the Honour and 
Praiſe of thy Name, through Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord. Amen. 


* tl. — 


n 


. * THAT is your Name?” 
| A. N. or M. 
Q. « Who gave you that Name?” | 
A. « My Godfathers and Godmothers 


„in my Baptiſm, wherein I was made 4 


« Member of Chriſt, a Child of God, 
“ and an Inheritor of the Kingdom of 
* Heaven.” | 
Q. Pray, what was my Condition be- 
fore Baptiſm ? 
A. Being 
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A. Being born of ſinful Parents, you 
brought the Seeds of Sin into the World 
with you. 

And you ſee what are the Fruits of that 
Seed, by the abominable Wickedneſs 
Men can be guilty of, when they are left 
to themſelves. 

O. You mean ſome deſperate People 
only ? 

L Do not deceive y ourſelf. We are 
all by Nature ſubject to every Abomination ; 
and if God, by his Grace, or his Providence, 
hath kept us from thoſe greater Crimes, 
we mult thank * Him, and not ourſelves. 

For beſides our own corrupt Hearts, 
which would lead us to Sin, there are ey il 
Spirits ever ready to tempt us to Miſ- 
chief, and of ourſelves we have no Power | 
to eſcape their Malice. 

Q. Is it not a great Unhappineſs to be 
born with Inclinations to Sin, and to be 
ſet in the midſt of ſuch powerful Ene- 
mies 

A. There is no doubt of it: But then 
the Mercy of God has turned all this to 
your greater Advantage. 

For now you ſee plainly the Danger 
you are in; you ſee what a ſad Thing Sin 
is, and what. it will bring Men to; you 


LEW, © = * 


564 Inſtrutlions for ſuch as have 


ſee that you have no Power to help your. 
ſelf, but that you- mult altogether depend 
upon God, and be governed by him ; which 
ift you relolve to be, he has prepared for 
you ſuch good Things as you could never 
have deſerved, though you had lived in 
Innocency all your Days. 
What did move God to have ſuch 
a Regard for us? 

A. Jeſus Chriſt, the Son of God, hath, 
by his Death, made out Feace with his 
Father upon Condition that we belleve, 
repent, and turn to God, and do Works meet 
for Repentancef, which is called the Co- 
venant of Grace, becauſe it is offered un- 
to 'us of God's free Favour, without our 
deſerving. 

Now all fuch as accept this gracious Of- 
fer, are baptized and ſanfified by the 
Holy Ghoſt : That is, they are taken from 
under the Government of Satan; and 
having the Seeds of Holineſs ſown in their 
Hearts, they become Members of Chriſt, 
Sons of God, and Heirs of Heaven T, * 

What! is it to be a Member of Chriſt ? 

K. It is to be a Member of his Church, 
which is called the Body of Chriſt, becauſe 
Chriſt, as the Head, governeth it by his 
Law's, and preſerveth it by his Spirit. 


5 At XX. 26. + Acts xxxvi. 18. 
| | Q. What 


hat 
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Q. What Benefit is it to be a Member 
of the Church of Chriſt 2 » x 

A. You have hereby a Right to many 
great and precious Promiſes. 

The Promiſe of Peace with God, of 


Pardon upon your Repentance; the Pro- 


miſe of God's good Spirit to guide and de- 
fend you; the Promiſe of eternal Life, and 
all the Means of Grace neceſſary to ob- 
tain it; and laſtly, the Promiſe of Chriſt's 
powerful Preſence with your ſpiritual Paſ- 
tors, unto the World's End. | 
Q. Is it then a great Unhappineſs to be 
out of the Church? 
A. It is a moſt dreadful Thing. For 
whoever is ſo, whether on Account of a 
wicked Life, or wicked Principles, or by 
ſeparating himſelf without Cauſe from the 
true and regularly eſtabliſhed Church 
where he dwells, which is called Schiſm, 
fuch a Perſon becometh again a Subjett of 
Satan, the Prince of this World, that is, 
of all ſuch as are not in Covenant with God? 
The firſt Chriſtians were ſo ſenſible of 
this, that their boldeft Sinners had nei- 
ther Eaſe nor Comfort under the Church 
Cenſures, but underwent any Skame or 
Trouble, that they might be reſtored to 


Communion. 
Matt. xxviii. 30, + John xii. 31. f Eph. ii 2. 


$ 2 Cor. ii. 7. 
Q. Can 
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Can it be ſo dangerous a Crime to 
Teparate, while Men believe the /ame truths, 
and profels to live as well as others? 

4 God himſelf hath judged this Caſes, 
by the fearful Puniſhment inflicted upon 
the firſt Diſturbers of Church Government. 

And it being generally the Effect of 
Pride, the Cauſe of much Contention and 
| {rv fees 9a encouraging Offenders, 
and hindering Diſcipline, it muſt needs 
be a great Sin. 


Q. What Reaſon have I to Where that 


3 am a Member of the Church to which 
lo many Favours are promiſed ? 

A. You have had the Bleſſing of being 
baptized by Perſons /ent, and rightly or- 
dained ſor that End. 

And ſo long as you continue obedient 
to your ſpiritual Governors, the Biſhops 
and Paſtors of Chriſt's Flock, ſo long you 
are a Member of Chriſt's Church, and have 
a Title to all the Promiſes made to it. 
But to be a true and live) Member of 
his Body, you mult be careful to do f what 
be hath commanded. For if we ſay that 
we haue Fellowſhip with him, and walk in 
Darkneſs, (i. e. lead a wicked Life) we lie, 
and do not the Truth. 

Q. What is it to be a Child of God ? 


Num. xvi. 1 Matt. xi. 21, f 1 John i. 
A. It 


8 


„ 


Ga 
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A. It is to have ſuch Privilege with 
God, as a Son hath with his Father, 
This is called Adoption, by which you 
have an Aſſurance that God, for Chriſt's 
Sake, will overlook the Untowardneſs of 
your Nature, pity your Infirmities, favour- 
ably fiear your Requeſts, ſupply all your 
Wants, reward your Well-doings, and 
correct your Miſcarriages ; which are all 
Acts of fatherly Affection. 

2. What is it to. be an Inheritor of the 
Kingdom of Heaven? 88 

A. It is to have a Title to the Joys and 
Glories of Heaven, and to be put into a 
ſure Way of attaining them. It is to have 
the Word of God“ for your Security, 
and the good Angels of God to miniſter 
unto you; ſo that it will be your own: 
Fault, F you are not eternally happy. 

Q. Had I no Right to theſe Bleſſings, 
before I was baptized? 5 

A. None at all. Conſider what Fa- 
vours they are, and you will find Nothing 
in yourſelf that can deſerve ſucht. 

Can fag Duſt and Aſſics pretend to 
heavenly Privileges; the Favour of God, 
the Protection of Angels? 

Can corrupt Nature think of deſerving,. 
or be capable of Glory, and Honour, and. 
Immortality ? | | 


in. + Rom. iii. 23. = | 


| | 
l 
i 
| 
i! 
| 
| 
| 
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Endeavour. to know yourſelf better, 
that being truly humbled with a Senſe of 


your own Vileneſs and Miſery, you may 


thankfully. accept of Help and Mercy 
from God; for they that are whole need not 
a ; Phyſician, but. they that are ich“. 

And ſeeing Go has promiſed to do ſo 
much for you, bg perſuaded to do ſome» 
thing for 4 5 

What can ſo miſerable a Creature 
do for himſell? 

A. You can lament Jour own Unworthi- 
neſs, and pray to God to pity you: You can 


r the Graces he beſtowet upon you, 7 


1 for bis F avours: You can 
Jour be and his Goodneſs will expect no 
more. 


2. What Uſe am I to make of this. 


Part of my Catechiſm ?: 

A. Let it bring to your Remembrance 

that you are a Chriſtian ; That you have 

a New Name, and New Powers given you, 
on Purpoſe that you may become a New 


. Creature. 


If you are indeed a Child of God, you 
will think what a dutiful Child ought to 
do. You will fear his Diſpleaſure, and 


truſt in his Love; You will run to him 


for what you want, and be thankful ſor 


* Matt. ix. 12. 
what 
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what he gives; and you will own his Af— 
fection when he corrects, as well as when 
he ſmiles upon you. 

If you look for an Inheritance in Hea- 
ven, your Thoughts will be often there. 
For where your Treaſure is, there will your 
Heart be alſo *. | 

And you will not be too eager för the 
Things of this World. You will neither 
be much afraid of its Troubles, nor too 
fond of its Vanities, remembering that 
both will ſoon have an End. 

And as ever you hbpe to goto Heaven, 
you will endeavour to fit youtſelf for that 
glorious Place; Remembering, that wzth- 
out Holinefs no Man ſhall fee the Lord t. 

The ſure: Promiſe of God vill not ſuffer 
you to deſpair: And the joy that is ſet 
before you will encourage'ybu'to 'prefs 
forwards, , 5 

You will be thankful to Göd för call- 
ing you to this State of Salvation; and 
gladly undertake the ' Conditions' he re- 
quires of you. . Hs 

What theſe | Conditforis fare, is What 
next you ſhould think of. But fifſt, let 
us take Words of Praiſe, ind Withia 
_ thankful Heart /ay as followeth : 


„Matt. vi. 21. 1 Heb, $ii.'14. 
The 


vo Inſtructions for ſuch as have 


The PRATER. 
LMIGHTY and everlaſting God, 


heavenly Father, we give thee humble 
Thanks that thou haſt vouchſafed to call us 
zo the Knowledge of thy Grace and Faith in 
thee ; encreaſe this Knowledge, and confirm 
this Faith in us evermore. Heal all the 
naughty Inclinatious of our Souls, and create 
in us a hearty Love unto Holineſs, that, con- 
tinuing thy Servants, we may attain thy 
Promiſes, and be made Partalers of thine 


everlaſting Kingdom, jor Jeſus Chriſt his 
Sake. Amen. 


SECT. III. 
* Y Godfathers and Godmo- 


00 thers did promiſe for me, 
« That I ſhould renounce the Devil, and 


& all his Works.“ 


Pray make me underſtand the Meaning 
of this. 
A. You muſt know, that the Devil has 


a Kingdom“, and Subjects, and Servants 


in this World, as well as Chriſt has his. 


All that he can prevail upon to forſake 


the Commands of God, and to follow him 
and his Ways, are his Servants. 
Matt. xii. 26. 


All 
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All that oppoſe his Temptations, and 
reſolve to be governed by the Laws of 
God, are the Servants of Chriſt, who came 
into the World to deſtroy the Works of the 
Desi! ., 

80 that whoever will be a Servant of 
Chriſt, muſt renounce the Devil and all 
his Works. 

For that wicked Spirit will endeavour, 
by all Ways, to draw you from the Ser- 
vice of GodF. 

Q. Pray inſtru me what to do, that I 
may not follow, nor be led by him ? 

A. The Directions I give you ſhall be 
ſhort and plain, and ſuited to your Con- 
dition. | 

Let this be ever in your Mind, that 
Sin 1s the worſt of all Evils: For all other 
Evils will have an End, at fartheſt when 
you die; but Sin will make you miſerable 
for ever. | 

Remember that you are naturally in- 
clined to fin, that the Devil will tempt you 
to it, and chat God only can ſave you. 

And then, You will never truſt in your 
own Strength, but in the Living God. 

To him you will conſtantly pray for 
Help; and / you draw nigh to him, he will 


draw nigh to you. T. 


* 1 John iii. 8, + 1 Pet. v. 8. f Jam. iv. 8. 
F And 
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And yet you muſt not expect God's Aſ- 
ſiſtance without uſing your own Endea- 
vours; for that is to tempt the Lord. 

If Smmners intice you, you muſt not conſent 
unto them,; for they are the Devil's In- 
ſtruments. 

If you fall into evil Company, you muſt 


get out of it immediately, and not walk in 


the Way with them, leſt God forſake you. 

You muſt have Nothing to do with the 
Devil's own Servants, as all Mitches and 
Charmers are, and are therefore an Abo- 
mination to the Lord, 

And you muſt, eſpecially, pray, that 
you may not fall into the Devil's own 
Sins, which are Pride, and Revenge, and 
Back-biting, and Lying. , 

And, laſtly, when the Holy Spirit of 
God puts into your Mind good Defires, 
or checks you for doing Ill, you muſt 
obey the voice of God; and he will love 
you, and dwell with you, and preſerve 
you from your ghoſtly Enemy. 


Jo that a hearty Senſe of our own 
Weakneſs and Miſery is neceſlary to bring | 


us to God, without whoſe Help the Devil 
would lead us captive at his Will. 

A. Itis fo: And God in his Providence 
often ſuffers Men to fall into great Sins, 


* Prov. i. 10. 
. to 
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to humble them, and to h,, them t 
themſelves*, that they may depend upon 
him only. 

9 They promiſed———— That I 
« ſhould renounce the Pomps and Vanity 
« of this wicked World, and all the ſin- 
« ful Luſts of the Fleſh.” 

What is meant by this? 

A. That you ſhould nat ſet your Heart 
upon ſuch Things as are apt to make you 
love this World better than the next; for 
this is not the World you were made 
for f. 

. Is it poſſible for one to love any 
Thing better than Heaven? 

A. What a Man thinks of moſt, chat 
he loveth beſt, to be ſure 7. 

Now, there are many Things, which 
make a Shew and Appearance of Happi, 
neſs, and are therefore called Pomps, be- 
cauſe they draw Men's Eyes and Affections 
towards them; and yet they are but Va- 
nity, and cannot make us happy. 

. What are the Things you mean? 

A. The Apoſtle tells you ||: They are 
the Luſts of the Fleſh, that is, all ſinful 
Pleaſures ; the Luft of the Eye, that is, the 
Deſire of Riches; and the Pride of Life, 


* 2 Chron. xxxi. 32. + Heb. xi. 13. f Matt. vi. 
21. || 1 John ii. 16. 


F 2 or 
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or whatever makes us to value ourſelves: 
All which a Chriſtian ought to renounce. 

O. Mult a Chriſtian renounce all Plea- 
ſures ? 

A. There are Pleaſures which a Chriſ- 
tian ought never to be acquainted with; 
concerning which the Scripture ſaith, That 
no Whoremonger, nor Drunkard, nor un- 
clean Perſon, hath any Inberitance in the 
Kingdom of Chriſt and of God*. However 
tempting theſe Pleaſures may be, you 
have but this Choice; you muſt deny 
yourſelf, or be for ever damned. 


And even innocent Pleaſures, you will 


not ſet your Heart upon them, nor let 
them have too much of your Time, if you 
often rememberthe Words of Chriſt; Woe 
unto you that laugh now, who ſpend your 
Life in Eaſe and Pleaſures, /or ye /hall la- 
ment and weep T. 

Conſider that a Chriſtian is in this Life 
fitting himſelf for Heaven: Now, it is 
impoſſible you ſhould mind that Buſineſs, 
if you are too well pleaſed with what you 
find here 4. 

This is the Reaſon why Afflictions are 
neceſſary, and why God ſends them: 
To wean us from theſe Vanities, which 
we are too apt to dote on, and to make 


* Eph. v. 5. + Luke vi. 25. 1 Matt. vi. 24. 
us 
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us think of, and provide for a better 
Life. 

And this 1s the Reaſon why Riches 
are ſo dangerous, that Jeſus Chriſt hath 
affirmed, It is very hard for a rich Man 
to be a good Chriſttan®, 

O. Why are Riches ſo dangerous, and 
to be renounced ? 

A. Becauſe they bring great Tempta- 
tions along with them: They tempt Men 
to forget God; To think too well of, and 
to truſt in themſelves ; To lord it over 
their Inferiors; To live in Slothfulneſs, 
and without any honeſt Employment; And 
to make Proviſion for the Fleſh, to fulfil the 
Lufts thereof. All which Things ſtrongly 
incline Men to prefer this Life to a future, 
and to forget that they depend upon God. 

Beſides, Riches are attended with Cares, 
which are apt to choak the good Seed the 
Spirit of God ſows in our Hearts}. 

Q. Muſt then every Man, who would 
ſave his Soul, renounce the Thoughts of 
Riches? . 

A. Riches may be uſed to good Pur- 
poles; the Apoſtle tells you how, 1 Tim, 
vi. 17, 48. But they are dangerous 
Things, and you ought neither to defire 
nor enjoy them too eagerly. 


Matt. xix. 23. + Prov. x. 15. Luke vii. 14. 
F 3 Q. What 
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What Advice vill you * me, 
that 1 may not do ſo ? 

A. That you may not endeavour, by 
unjuſt Ways, to better your Condition, 
remember the Words of Chriſt ; What will 
it profit a Man, 1f he yhall gain the whole 
World, and loſe his dun Soul * ? | 

To moderate your Deſires, conſider, 
That the more you have, the more you 
muſt account for. To make you con- 
tented, you muſt know, that Men are not 
happy, becauſe they have a great Deal, 
but becauſe God gives them Power to en- 
joy what they bave, be that more or leſs. 

That the Favours of God may not tempt 

ou to Idleneſs, remember, that Slothful- 
neſs caſteth into a deep Sleep; that is, it 
makes Men inſenſible of what concerns 
the next World, and in this World covers 
them with Rags T. 

And, laſtly, If you let no worldly Buſi- 
neſs hinder you from ſerving God daily ; 
it will keep in your Mind a conſtant 
Senſe of your Dependence upon him, for 
the Bleſſings of this World, and of the 
World to come. I 

I muſt now deſire you to tell me, Maat 
is that Pride of Life which a Chriſtian 
muſt renounce ? 


Mark viii. 36. f Prov, xix. 15. 
| A. It 
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A. It is an eager Deſire of being like 
thoſe: that are above us; which is the 
Cauſe of many evils both in ourſelves 
and others. | 

It tempts us to lay out ſo much upon 
Vanity, that we cannot give what we 
ought to the Poor. 

It tempts many to run in Debt, and 
hinders many from paying their juſt 
Debts. 

It makes us to deſpiſe poor and plain 
People, as if they are not of the ſame 
Kind with us. 

It makes us to envy one another, and 
to ſtrive who ſhall go fineſt. 

So that People are more concerned 
how to be eſteemed in this World, than 
to be beloved of God, or to be happy in 
the next. 

Q. Is there any other Kind of Pride, 
which a Chriſtian muſt renounce ? 

A. Yes: There is a proud Conceit of 
ourſelves, which is very natural to us, and 
yet very ſinful. 

For it cauſeth us to overlook our own 
Infirmities and Faults, fo that we can 
never be truly humble. 

To fancy that we deſerve more than 
we have, which maketh us diſcontented. 

To look upon God's Favours as our 
Due, which maketh us unthankful. 

| Q. Since 


— . . — rer 
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Q. Since this Pride of Life and Heart 
is ſo natural to us, what can cure us 
of it? 

A. Nothing but the Grace of God, and 
poſſeſſing your Heart with Things of 
greater Moment. 

Conſider that you are liable to eternal 


Miſery: That your great Buſineſs in this 


World, is to fit yourſelf for a happy 
Death, and for the Day of Judgment; and 
you will be very indifferent about your 
Clothes, or who takes Place of you. 

You will neither ſtudy to be vain and 
fooliſh in your Dreſs, nor ſingular and 
conceited, but imitate ſuch as are ſober- 
minded; as knowing, that the Ornament 
of an humble Spirit “* will beſt recommend 
you to God, which ſhould be your great 
Concern. 

And then, if you remember, that you 
have nothing which you have not received t; 
Nothing but what you muſt give an Ac- 
count for; you will have more Reaſon to 
fear, than to be proud of your Advantages. 


The PRAYER, 


A LMIGHTY God, who alone canſt ar- 
der the unruly Mills and Affections 
of funful Men; Grant us Grace to with- 


* 1 Pet. ii. 4. + 1 Cor. iv. 7. 
ſtand 
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ſtand the Temptations of the Devil, the 
World, and the Fleſh, that we may never fol- 
low nor be led by them. Keep it ever in the 
Hearts of thy Servants, that it is indeed an 
evil Thing and bitter to forſake the Lord: 
that we may never return unto the Sins we 
have repented of, Make us, O Lord, ever 
mindful of our Infirmities, that we may 
ever look up to Thee for Help; and give us 
Grace that we may never deſpiſe thy Help, 
nor grieve thy holy Spirit, by which we are 
[anflified. Grant this, O Father, for thy dear 
Son's Sake, Feſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


__—— 


en... ** 


SECT. IV. 
Of Watching, Mortification, & Self-denial. 
2. T HE more I conſider my Vow in - 


Baptiſm,the more I am convinced 
that I ought to believe and do what my 
Godfathers and Godmothers promiſed for me. 

« And I heartily thank our heavenl 
« Father, that he hath called me to this 
* State of Salvation, through Jeſus Chriſt 
our Saviour. And I pray unto God to 
give me his Grace, that I may continue 
« in the ſame unto my Life's End.“ 

A. And God vill moſt ſurely give you 
the Grace you pray for, if you are careful 
to watch, and to mortify and to deny your- 


elf, 


vo Inſtructions for ſuch as have 
felf, as the Chriſtian Religion obligeth 


you to do. 
2. Is it a Chriſtian Duty to Watch? 
A. It is commanded by Chriſt, * and 
often repeated by his Apoſtles, as a Duty 
of Moment; and there is Reaſon for it. 
For Sin is very decertful, f and ſo are our 


corrupt Hearts: The Devil is a Deceiver, 


and we live in a deceitful World; and it 
will be no excuſe that we are overcome, 
when the Word of God gives us Warn- 
ing, commands us to watch, and to depend 
upon God's Help and Favour. 

Q. How muſt a Chriſtian watch over 
himſelf? | 

A. You muſt watch over your Heart, 
from whence all evil proceedeth. 

That when unlawful Thoughts and 
Deſires come into it, you may reſiſt them, 
while it is in your Power, and before they 
take too deep Root. 

And that when the Spirit of God puts in- 
to your Mind good Deſires, you may glad- 
ly receive, and hearvly follow them. 


You muſt watch over your Conſcience, 


to keep it tender and awake, and reſolve 
at all times to hearken to it. | 
You muſt watch over your Senſes, and 
reſolve never to pleaſe yourſelf, at the 
Hazard of your Soul. 
Luke xii. 37. + Hebr. iii. 13. tf Matt. xv. 19. 
5 And 
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And you mult watch over your Actions, 
that when you have done amiſs, you * 
repent, and do ſo no more. 

And bleſſed is that Servant, whom the 
Lord, when he cometh, ſhall find ſo doing *. 

What is the End of Mort: fication ? 

A. The End of Morttfication, 18, to ſub- 
due, by Degrees, the Corruption of Na- 
ture, that we may become new Creatures, 
and fit for Heaven. 

. How can we do this? 

A. By the Help of the Holy Spirit, 
which is given to every Man at Baptiſm F. 

Q. What is to be done on our Part, 
towards this great Work ? 

A. You muſt heartily receive, and 
often think of, this Truth : 

That it will be impoſſible for you ever 
to go to Heaven, until your Nature is 
changed; that is, until you can take De- 
light in hearing God's Word, and doing 
his Will; which you can never do, while 
you hve in known Sin. 

Therefore let this be your ſerious Pur- 
poſe, To root out of your Nature, as ſoon 
as may be, all evil Habits. 

Remember, that every Sin a Man com- 
mits, he muſt hear of it again, either in 
bitter Repentance and Judgments here, 
or hereafter in endlels Miſery 7. 

Matt. xxiv. 46. + 2 Cor. v. 5. Job = 26, 
on- 
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Conſider therefore your particular Fail. 
ings; Reſolve againſt them; Be very 
angry with yourſelf when you break your 
Reſolutions; Make new Vows of better 
Obedience; Pray conſtantly to God for 
Help, that he who has commanded you 
not to ſin, may alſo enable you to do his 
Will. | 

And be aſſured that when he ſees you 
in good Earneſt ſorry for your Offences, 
and ſtruggling with your Corruptions, he 
will pity, and pardon, and mend what is 
amiſs in you, and reward your Labour 
with the Bleſſings of Heaven: For i ye 
through the Spirit do mortify the Deeds of 
the Body, ye ſhall live *. 

Q. Is Sel/-denial a Chriſtian Duty? 

A. Hear the very Words of Chriſt: 
Tf any Man will come after me, let him deny 
himſelf t; that is, You muſt think No- 
thing too dear to part with, for the Sake 
of Chriſt. 

2. Can there be any Thing ſo dear, 
that we ſhall not willingly part with for 
his Sake ? | 
A. When you make the Trial, you will 
find, that you muſt believe many Things 
which corrupt Reaſon will not eafily a- 
gree to; and therefore you muſt deny 


Rom. viii. 3. + Luke ix. 23. 


either 
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either your own Judgment, or the Word 
of God. That you muſt part with many 
Satisfattions, which your corrupt Heart 
ſticks cloſe to: And that you muſt do many 
Things which your Nature will diſlike. _ 
What is it that maketh us ſo un- 
willing to ſubmit to God's Word and 
Will? 

A. Pride and Sel/-love, which incline 
us to believe that we are wiſe, and able 
to govern ourſelves. | 

That whatever we deſire, we may law- 
fully ſtrive to obtain it. 

That whatever will pleaſe us, will cer- 
tainly be good for us. | 

And that whatever will make us un- 
eaſy, ought therefore to be avoided. 

Now, the Word of God tells us quite 
otherwiſe : That the Meek, they that mourn, 
the poor in Spirit, are the only happy Peo- 
ple *; That thoſe are moſt beloved of God, 
whom he correcteth f. 

That without him we can do Nothing t. 

That it is a very great Judgment, to 
have the Deſires of our Hearts. 

That Eaſe, and Fulneſs of Bread, were 
the Occaſion of the Sin and Puniſhment 
of Sodom ||. 


* Matt. v. 3. Heb. xii. 6. + John xv. 5. 
3 Pal, xviii. 12. || Ezek. xvi. 49. 
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And that the beſt of God's Servant's 
have found it neceſſary to keep under the 
Body *, * by uſing it ſeverely. 

. What then will the Duty of Sel 2 
demal oblige me to? 

A. To confeſs that you have neither 
Wiſdom, nor Strength, to carry you 
through,this dangerous. World. 


5.0 believe, that if God calls you to 
Sufferings, That is beſt for you, however 


uneaſy it may be at preſent, To prepare 


your Soul for Temptations t. 


By drawing off the Mind from the Plea- 
ſure of Senſe, that you, may hearken to 
the Voice of the Spirit. | 

By prudently, denying even your inno- 
cent Appetites, that you may be able to 
deny them when they are not ſo. 

By Temperance, Faſting, and di ſcreet 
Severities, chaſtiſing the, F leſh, and mak- 
ing the next Life more defirable, by the 
Hardſhips of this. 

Remembering, That he that hath's no Rule 
over his own Spirit, is like a City without 
Walls . 


even after I have reſolved to do ſo? A 
A. Why, that is becauſe you have 
not uſed to deny yourſelf, or becauſe 


* x Cor. ix, 27. + Eccleſ. i ll. 1. þ Prov. xv. 28. 
you 


But what ir © cannot deny myſe If, | 


9 
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you do not heartily believe the Word of 
God. 

Men readily deny themſelves Eaſe and 
Pleaſurey for the ſake of Gain, becauſe they 
have ſet their Hearts upon it; think you 
much of Heaven, and you will do ſo too. 

The Fear of the Lays keeps Men from 
following their own Pleaſures: And will 
not eternal Torments prevail with you to 
deny yourſelf? | % 

Your Friends can prevail * you, to 
deny yourſelf for your Good: And can- 
not God, our beſt and only Friend, be 
heard, when he requires it, for our ever- 
_ laſting Advantage pa. 

Am I bound to obſerve the Faſts of 
the Church ? 9% pl 
A. Yes, ſure: Why elſe x were hay ap- 
pointed? | | 

Q. How oughtſuch Days tobe obſerved? 

A. By abſtaining from Meat and Drink, 
if your Health will permit; or at leaſt, by 
ſuch a ſober Diet, as may teſtify your Obe- 
dience to the Laws; as well as your Re- 
venge upon your Body, for being an Oc- 
caſion of much Sin and Trouble to you. 

2. Is the Obſervation of theſe Things 
acceptable to God? : 

A. No farther than they help to make 
you better, more humble and devout, 
more careful and obedient. 


© And. 


u 


76 Tnſtruftions for ſuch as have 


And therefore, you muſt never value 
yourſelf, nor. deſpiſe others, on this Ac- 
count. | | 

Bur let it humble you, to find that you 
want ſuch Help, becaule of your Infirmi- 
nes. | 

And, above all, neglett not to pray to 
God, without whoſe Bleſſings your En- 
deavours will be fruitleſs. 


The PRAY ER. 


0 God, who knoweſt us to be ſet in the 

midſt of many and great Dangers, give 
us watchful Hearts, and tender Conſciences, 
that we may never conſent to known Iniquity, 
or that we may ſpeedily repent of it. Give us 
a Will and Power to mortiſy all evil and cor- 
'rupt Affections, and Grace to uſe ſuch Abſti- 
nence, that our Fleſh being ſubdued to the 
Spirit, we may ever obey the godly Motions 
in Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs, through 
Jeſus Chriſt, our Lord. Amen, 


—____m— — 


SCT. . 
Of the Apoſiles' Creed. 


EHEARSE the Articles 
of thy Belief, 


Catech. 
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A. © I believe in God the F ather 
« 'Almighty, Maker of Heaven and 
Las 0. 8i _— 

Since 1 cannot but believe this, 

why am I called upon to rehearſe It? 
That you may learn to live anſwer- 
able to 17 you ſo often fay you believe. 

2. What is required of me, that [ 
may do fo? 

A.' To conſider the Meaning of what 
you believe. | 

To have it preſent in your Mind; that 
when you are tempted to Sin, you may 
conſider, How can I, who believe in God, 
do ſuch Things, and fin againſt him ? 

. What is it to believe in God ? 

K. It is to believe all that he hath 
made known, both concerning himſelf, and 
our Duty to him, which is all contained 
in the holy Scriptures, written by the In- 
[piration of God “, who can e be de- 
ceived, nor can deceive us. 

And for the Benefit of ſuch as cannot 
remember many Things, the moſt neceſ- 
ſary of theſe Truths, are put together in 
the Creed, which you muſt endeavour to 
underſtand, according to your. Capacity, 
and the Means which God hath a forded 
Yall: - 


ll T2 Mt 26 - 
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Ever remembering, that without know- 
ing and believing theſe. Things, it is im- 
poſſible you ſhould overcome your Luſts, lead 
a Holy Life, or pleaſe God *. 
Q. How doth the Creed help us to do 
this ? 
A. By bringing to your Remem- 
brance, 
1. The Properties and Perfettions of 
God. | 
2. The Merits and Sufferings of Jeſus 
Chriſt. 
3. The powerful Aſſiſtance of the Holy 
Ghoſt. 
4. The great Privilege of being a 
Member of Chriſt's Church. 
5. And laſtly, By ſetting Life and 
Death eternal before your Eyes. 

What are the Properties and Per- 
ſeQons of God, which we muſt believe, 
in order to a good Life ? 

A. That he is the Author of our Being, 

and of all the Good we do, or ever can 
enjoy F. 

That ke is perfectly Holy, and requires 

all his Servants to be Holy 7, 

That he /ees us where-ever we are, and 

whatever we do; fo that if we pray to 


» Heb. xi. 6, + Ads xvii. 23. f 1 Pet. i. 6. 
| him, 
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him, we are ſure to be heard; if we fin, 
we are ſure to be puniſhed “. 

For his Power is Mighty; to reward 
his faithful Servants, and to puniſi the 
diſobedient f. 

That he is Juſt in all his Ways; com- 
mandeth nothing but what is for the Good 
of his Creatures; and never puniſheth, 
but when they truly deſerve his Dips. 
ſure 4. 

That he is I ong-ſuffering, and ready 
to receive all that are ſenſible of their 
Miſery ||. . 

And that he is a faithful God; what- 
ever he has promiſed, will certainly be 
performed ; whatever he has threatened, 
will come to paſs 5. 

For he governeth all Things both in 
Heaven and Earth; and nothing is too 
hard for him, that he thinks fit to do“. 

. Why 1s God called The Father ? 

A. Becauſe he is the Maker and Pre- 
ſerver of all Creatures, which, with the 
Care and Affection of a Father, he watches 
over continually. 

He is the Father of Man, becauſe he 
created him after his own Image. | 

Becauſe he teacheth Man Know- 
ledge; Corretts him when he does 


* Prov. xv. 3. + Gen, xvii. 1. f Gen. xvili. 25. 
2 Pet. iii. 9. & Deut. vii. 9. Jer. xxxii. 17. 


amiſs; 
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amiſs; Rewards him when he does 


well. 

He 1s thus a Father to all Mankind: 
But they that are his Children in Chriſt, 
he is their Father after an eſpecial Man- 
ner. 

For he taketh them into h Family, 
the Church; Infſtrutteth — his - 
Miniſters ; Guideth them by his Holy Spi- 
rit; Makes them new Creatures, 25 he 
may love them, and give them an [nher:t- 
ance in Heaven. 1 

Q. What is meant by God's Provi- 
dence? * 98 

A. The Wiſdom and .Poyer of God, 
by which he knows and appoints how 
every Thing in the World ſhall be, 
ſo that the hole Creation is taken Care 
af; not ie meaneſt Creature can ſuffer, 
without God's Leave, either by Malice 
or Accident. Gar he. 

4. -Why, then do;Evils; hefal Men? 

A. Very often to puniſſi them, and to 
bring them to Repentance; but e/pectally, 
to wean our Hearts from being too, fond 
of this Life, and that we may think 
of, delight in, and prepare for .a bei- 
ter. | | 


- * Matt. | X. 29. 


2. Doth 
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. Doth God govern the 'Seafons? 
Do not Summer and Winter, Spring and 
Harveſt, return certainly at their appointed 
Times? 

A. They do: But then to put Men in 
Mind, that they depend upon God only, 
and not upon the Seaſons, for their daily 
Bread ; he ſometimes orders it, that the 
Summer returns without its uſual Heat, 
and the Harveſt without its Fruitſulneſs “. 

. How do our Lives depend ug 
God, ſince all People muſt neceſſarily die? 

A. That all men ſhall die within ſuch 
a Number of Years, is appointed by 
God; but that they live fo long as they 
do, is alſo owing to his Providence, 
which governeth all Accidents, Sickneſs, 
and other Ways of Death, commanding 
when they ſhall kill, and where they ſhall 
ſpare f. | 

. Have not wicked Men, and viel. 
ed Spirits, great Power of doing Miſchief? 

A. It is true, God hath given great 
Power, both to puniſh the Wicked, and 
to try the Faith of the Righteous ; but 
the Word of God aſſures us, that neither 
Men nor Devils can do the leaſt Hurt, 
without the Leave of God; and this 


„Hag. i. 9, 10, 11. + Exod. xi. 13. f 2 Sam. 
xvi. 10. 


is 
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is the Reaſpn, 90 80 is not more 


Miſchiefin the Worl and that all Things 
are not every where in Confuſion * © Hz 

. How far do your Labours depend 
upon God's Providence? 
A. It is God wha inclines our Hearts to 
do what is Profitable or Praiſe-worthy t; 
It is He, who giveth Succeſs to our 
Labours, and Power to enjoy the Fruits 
of them; And it is God alſo, who diſap- 
points Men of their Hopes, and makes 
their Labour in vain, when he ſees Cauſe 
for ſo doing 1. 

Q. What i: is the Duty of one who thus 
believes in God ? 

A. To have worthy Thoughts of the great 
and glorious God, Maker of Heguen and 
Zarih ; to humble yourſelf before Him, 
on whom you and all Things de eng, 
and in whom we live, and move, an 45 aue 
our Being. 

To ſtand in Awe of ſo great a Majeſty, 
and never to provoke him, as if you 
were ſironger than he, by conſenting to 


Anon Sin. For, woe to him who ſtriveth 


with his Maker 4. 

Never to murmur at Providence, what- 
ever happens; for an infinite Wiſdom 
governs the World, and doth all for the 


Job i. 10, 12, + Pal. cxxvii,  Ecclef. vi. 2. 
1 Acts vii. 28. 9 Iſa. xlix. . f 
f beſt, 
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beſt, thoigh'he gives not an Account of his 
Ways to us “. 

To look 17 to Gd for whatever WA 
want, and to beg his Bleſſing upon every 
Work; remembring that Nothin ought 
to be undertaken, which is not fit to be 
prayed for. For there is neither Wiſddhn, 
nor 9 nor Counſel ugainſt the 
Lord T 

To ſet God always be efore you, which will 
make you careful 'of your Ways, watch- 
ful over your Heart, and upright in — 
Dealings; For his Eyes are upon all Me 
Ways of the Children Men, to give to every 


Man according to his Ways, and according 
to the Fruit of his Doings 1 


Of what Uſe is it to believe that 


60 15 our Father ? 


A. If you indeed believe this, you 
will take your Father's Word for what 


he promiſeth; be pleaſed with what he 


ordereth; caſt all your Care upon him, for 
he careth for you . 

You vill never abuſe his Goodneſs and 
Long-ſuffering; for though he hath the 
Compaſſion of a F ather, yet if his Chil- 
dren are Obllinately diſo bedient, He is a 
God terrible in Juigmene . 


Job. xxxiii. 13. 7 Prov. xxi. 30. f Jer. 


XXxil. 19. || 2 Pet. v. 7. 5 Pal. xlvii. 2. 


In 
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In all your Afflictions you will have 
this 8 Tis good for a Man to be 
in Trouble“, if a gracious Father ſees 1 it 
convenient. 

Laſtly, If God is your ' Father, your 
Inheritance is in Heaven; which you 
ought much to think of, That where your 
Treaſure is, there may your Heart be alſo f. 


The PRAYER. 


HOU art worthy, O Lord, to receive 
Glory, and Honour, and Power for 
Aw haſt created all Things, and for thy 
Pleaſure they are and were created. The 
Almighty God grant, that the Knowledge and 
Belief of this may create in us a ſuitable 


Fear of offending him, an earneſt Deſire of 


pleaſing him, and ſuch a Love as becometh 

thy dutiful Children and Servants. And 

grant that we, which know thee now 

Faith, may after this Life enjoy the glorious 

Bleſſings of thy Kingdom, through Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord. Amen, 


 * Pal. crix. 71. ky + Matt. vi. 21. 
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5 & C3. 


\ ND in Jeſus Chriſt his only Son, 


ce 


( 


our Lord. Who was conceived 
y the Holy Ghoſt, born of the Vir- 
« gin Mary. Suffered under Pontius Pi- 
« late, was crucified, dead, and buried. 
« He deſcended into Hell, the third 
“ Day he roſe again from the Dead, 
“He aſcended into Heaven, and fitteth 
* on the right Hand of God the Fa- 
« ther Almighty. From thence he 
% ſhall come to judge the Quick and 
* the JM. 


cc 


4 


O. What do we chiefly learn from 
this Part of the Creed ? 

A. That Jeſus is the Son of God, and 
that He is our Lord. 

Q. How doth it appear that 7efus is 
the Son of God ? | 

A. From the Hiſtory of his Life, 
Death, and Reſurrection from the 
Dead; written at large in the Holy 
Scriptures, and briefly contained in 
theſe Articles. 

2. What are the chief Things in 
the Hiſtory of the Life of Jeſus, which 

H are 
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are proper to confirm our Faith in 
him? 

A. That He was ſpoken of by all the 
Prophets from the Beginning of the World. 
That when the World was grown very 
wicked, and for the moſt Part igno- 
rant of the true God, he took upon 
him the Soul and Body of a Man, by 
being born of a Virgin, of the Family 
of David, by the Power of the Holy 
Ghoſt “. | Rok 

Having thus taken upon him our Na- 
ture, He was declared to be the Son of 
God, by a Voice from Heaven, and the 
World commanded to hear, and to obey 
him, as the Chriſt; that 1s, the Perſon or- 
dained of God to make known his Will 
to Mankind. Having this Commiſſion 
from Heaven, He publiſhed His Goſpel, 
containing the moſt joyful Meſſage of 
Salvation, and the Means of attain- 
ing it. And to confirm the Truth 
of His Doctrine, he wrought an in- 
finite Number of Miracles, lived a 
moſt holy Life, and died a moſt bitter 
Death f. 


Luke i. 70. + Matt. xvii. 5. 
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For the People of the Jews, to whom 
he was ſent with his Meſſage, being 
not diſpoſed, by Reaſon of their great 
Wickedneſs, to receive ſuch holy Rules 
as he afhrmed to be neceſſary to Sal- 
vation, they therefore perſecuted him 
moſt bitterly, and at laſt, having treat- 
ed him with the utmoſt Scorn, they even 
forced Pontius Pilate, againſt his Con- 
ſcience, to condemn him to be cruci- 
hed. 

When they were aſſured he was Dead, 
there was particular Care taken of his 
Burial; for a Company of Soldiers were 
appointed to watch his Body, that his 
Friends might not take It away, and ſay 
he was riſen, 

During this Time, his Soul went into 
the Place where the Souls of Men do 
go when they are parted from their Bo- 
dies; that he might undergo all Con- 
ditions of human Nature. 

But upon the third Day after his Death, 
(ever ſince called the Lord's Day) he was 
by the Power of God raiſed from the 
Dead; and continued forty Days upon 
Earth, inſtructing his Diſciples about the 
Kingdom, or Church, which was Joop to 
ze eſtabliſhed *. 


Luke xxiv. 47. 
H. 2. Q. Ho 


K . Aided nn On SoeY ——— IE_—_ 


pn — 


— — — 2. Dp ay.” 


* * 
— 2 2 om 
* 
. 


88 Inſtructions for ſuch as have 


Q. How doth this ſhew that he was the 
Son of Cod? 

A. He was thus, that is, by his Re- 
ſurrection from the Dead, declared to be 
the Son of God, ſaith St. Paul *. For God 
would not have raiſed him from the Dead, 
but that he approved of all that he had 


faid of e all that he had done in 


His Name ; and all that he had ſuffered 
for ag 

Q. Why did Chrift take our Nature 
upon him? 

A. That in our Nature he might ſatisfy 
the Juſtice of God, who was highly diſ- 
pleaſed with the whole Race of Man- 
kind, becauſe they had rebelled againſt. 
him, and were become extremely wicked. 
And therefore he was called Jeſus, that 
is, a Saviour, becauſe he ſaveth his People 


from their Sins f. 


Q. Why did jeſus Chriſt ſuffer ſuch 
ſevere Things? | 

A. He ſuffered for "WA Sakes, * 
in Our Stead, and what our Sins juſtly 
deſerved we ſhould ſuffer. And being 
both the Son of God, and born of a 
Woman, He became a full, perfef," and 


ſufficient Sacrifice and Sali faction for the 


Sins of the whole World. 


* Rom. 1. 4. + Matt. i. 21. 
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2. May we be aſſured of this, that 
God is fully ſatisfied with what he hath 
done and ſuffered for us? 

A. We may be confident of it ; becauſe 
God did not only raiſe him from the 
Dead, but received him into Glory, /ct- 
ting lam at his own Right Hand ; that is, 
giving him all Power in Heaven, and on 
Earth. 

Q. How doth it appear that God hath. 
done ſo ? | 

A. Becauſe Chriſt hath made good all 
his Promiſes, and fulfilled his Prophe- 
cies, which none but God could do. He 
Immediately ſent down the Holy Ghoſt, 
by which his Diſciples were enabled to 
work the greateſt Miracles; and (though 
a Company of poor, unlearned Men) to 
convert the World to Chriſtianity. And, 
as he had foretold *, he deſtroyed, in 
that Age, the City and Nation of the 
Jecus, for their Wickedneſs and Impeni- 
tency : And he has preſerved his Church, 


according to his true Promiſe r; ſo that. 


neither the Malice of Men, nor Devils, 
hath been able to prevail againſt i it; which, 
undoubtedly ſheweth, that he hath the: 
Power of God. 


* Luke xxi. 6. + Matt. vi. 18. 
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Q. Since then jeſus-Chriſt hath made 
our Peace with God, we are ſecure from 
all Danger of God's Diſpleaſure. 

A. It is our own Fault, if we are not: 
For he hath reconciled us to God; 
He has ſet us an Example, how we ought 
to walk, and to pleaſe God. He hath 
promiſed to enable us by his Spirit to do 
his Will; and if in any Thing we fall 
ſhort of our Duty, which we are too apt 
to do, he will prevail with God for Par- 
don and Grace, for all ſuch as continue 
to deſerve them. | 

Q. But what if Men deſpiſe theſe Fa- 
vours and Means of Salvation ? 

A. Why then there remaineth Nothing 
but a fearful looking for of Fudgment. For 
this Jeſus ſhall come again from Heaven, to 
judge both the Quick and the Dead *. 

Q. What 1s the full Meaning of theſe 
Words? 

A. That God hath» appointed a Day in 
which he will judge the World in Righteouſ- 
neſs, by Feſus Chrijt T; when we muſt all 
appear before his Judgment Seat, and 
every one ſhall receive a juſt Sentence, 
according to what he hath done, whether it 
be good or bad}, Then the Secrets of all. 
Hearts ſhall be diſcloſed, and the moſt 


* Heb. x. 27. + Acts xvii, 31. 1 2 Cor. v. 10. 
hidden 
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hidden Works of Darknefs ſhall come to 
Light; Men's Conſciences ſhall then be 
truly awakened, and they ſhall be forced 
to ſee, and to — their Crimes, and 
the Juſtice of that Sentence which ſhall 
then paſs-upon all thoſe who have died 
in their Sins unrepented of: Who ſhall be 
caſt into Hell Fire, where there ſhall be wail- 
ing and gnaſhing of Teeth *. 

While thoſe that are warned to flee 
from the Wrath to come, and brought 
forth Fruits meet for Repentance, ſhall 
be judged worthy of eternal Happineſs. 

O. Why 1s Jeſus called Our Lord ? 

A. Becauſe he hath redeemed us from 
the Power and Slavery of Satan T. We 
live under his Protection. Whatever Bleſ- 
ſings we enjoy, it is for his Sate. And it 
is from him, that all his faithful Servants 
expeft their Reward. And therefore, when 
we aſk any Bleſſing of God, we thus con- 
clude our Prayers, Through Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord: Acknowledging that we are 
not worthy to aſk, or to receive the leaſt 
Favour, but in and through him. 

Q. What will be the Fruits of ſuch a 
Relief in Chriſt ? 

A. Every Part is full of Comfort and 
Inſtruction, 


_ * Matt, xiii. 42. + 1 Cor. vi. 20. 
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You believe in Jeſus: Why then you 
have placed your Confidence in one who 
is able to ſave you. He can forgive your 
Sins; He can give Grace, and Strength, 
and Perſeverance, and, after all, eternal 
Life; for He is the Son of God. 

You believe that he is the Chriſt : one ſent 
from God. Then you are ſure that the 
Dottrine which he taught is true, and 
that you ought to ſubmit to it, and be 
governed by his Laws. | 

You profeſs he is your Lord, and that his 
Service is perfeft Freedom. 

If you are poor, you have a Right to 
'the Favour of your Lord, as much as the 
greateſt Man on Earth; and if you are 
Rich, He is your Lord, and as much to be 
honoured by you, as by the Pooreſt. 

So that we being all Fellow Ser- 
vants, ought not to lord it over one an- 
other. | 

When you call to Mind, that he was born 
of a Woman; you are ſure that he took 
our Nature upon hun, with all its Weak- 
neſſes, Miſeries, and Temptations; and 
therefore will be ready to ſupport, to 

- pity, and to pardon all that come to God: 
by him. | | 

You here remember that Jeſus Chriſt ſuf- 

fered for you. You ſee then, what an 
abominahle Thing Sin iz, that it required 


fu 
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ſuch a Sacrifice; and what they muſt all 


expect, who ſhall fall under God's Diſ- 


pleaſure, for want of atimely Repentance. 

At the ſame Time, you are ſure that 
your Sins cannot be ſo great, but that 
the Price he has paid will be ſufficient, if 
you repent of your Sins, and endeavour 
to lead a new Life. 

And now alſo you may depend entirely 
upon the Love of God: For he that ſpared 
not his own Son, but gave him up for us all, 
"will, after that, deny us Nothing that may 
be good for us“. 

Since therefore it is in him only that 
Sinners have Hope, you muſt not forget 
the Love of your Saviour thus dying for 
you; nor turn your Back upon that holy 
Sacrament, where his Death and Mercies, 
are eſpecially remembered. 

There you will learn, and be enabled 
alſo, to take up the Croſs, whatever Afflic- 
tion God ſhall lay upon you; to ſubmit 
yourſelf to his Will and Wiſdom, with all 
Humility, as your Saviour did: For the 
Servant muſt not be above his Lord, nor 
freed from Sufferings F. 

You believe that he died, was buried, and 
roſe the third Day from the Dead. 


* Rom, viii. 32. + John xv. 20. 
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Then you are ſure that God can raiſe 
the Dead; and therefore we hope, both 
for ourſelves, and our Friends, that we 
ſhall live again: For them that ſleep in 
Jeſus, ſhall God bring with him *. 

1} God raiſed Chriſt from the Dead, then 
are we molt ſure, that whatever he taught, 
was true; whatever he promiſed, will be 
performed; whatever he threatened, will 
come to pals: Otherwiſe, God would not 
have raiſed him from Death to Life; for 
that would have been to have deceived 
his Creatures. | 
Ile is in Heaven, at the Right Hand of 

God. Here is our Comfort: We know 
we are Sinners; but then, our Redeemer, 
our Advocate, is in the greateſt Power 
and Favour in Heaven, 

He has ſecured our Pardon, upon our 
Repentance; he will affiſt and deliver us 
from the Devil, and our own corrupt 
Hearts; and he will provide a place of Hap- 
pinels for us when we die, only let our Hearts 
be where our Treaſure is, in Heaven f. 

You beltcve that Feſus Chriſt ſhall come 
again to judge the World in Righteouſneſs. 

And will not this awaken you, and 
make you ſeriouſly to prepare for that 
great Day, by a timely Repentance ? 


* 3 Theſl, iv. 14. + Matt. vi. 21. 
Can 
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Can you think of Judgment, and Wrath 


lo come ; and will not this terrify you from 
following your Luſts? 

If the Secrets of all Hearts will then 
be diſcloſed, will not you be afraid to 
harbour ſuch Thoughts, ſuch Deſigns, as 
will not bear the Light and Judgment of 
God? 

Can you be fooliſhly merry the Day 


you have repeated this Belief? 


Will you hardly forgive you Neigh- 
bour that has offended you; and will you 
then hope that God will be ready to for- 
give you? 

Do you believe that we muſt then give 
an Account for all the Favours which 
God hath given us? And will not this 
force you to uſe and improve them to the 
Glory of God, and your own Salvation? 

And, above all, conſider, that you muſt 
then be judged, not as the World judgeth 
of Things, but by the Word of God; by 
which, therefore, you muſt reſolve to live, 
and not according to the fooliſh Opinions 
and ſinful Cuſtoms of the World. 

Laſtly; This Beltef hath Comforts, as 
well as Terrors; for though we ſhall indeed 
be called to a ſtrict Account, yet we are 
{ure to be heard with Favour, and treated 
with Compaſſion, if our Caſe will bear it: 

For, 
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For, he who knows our Infirmities, He 
that died to ſave us, is to be our Judge: 


The PRAYER. 


Saviour of the World, who by thy Croſs 
and precious Blood haſt redeemed us: 
Save us, we moſt humbly beſeech thee. Grant 
that the Belief of theſe great Truths may 
ever be preſent in your Minds, that we may die 
rom Sin, and riſe again unto Rightemfa eſs; 
That we may with joyſul Hearts aſcend to 
thee, and with thee continually dwell ; That 
we may judge ourſelues, and that we may not 
be condemned, when, thou comeſt to judge the 
World in Righteouſneſs. Lord, grant 
that we may expett thy coming with Foy, 
and find Mercy in the great * of Recom- 
fence. Amen. 


rr. 


Believe in the Holy Ghoſt, the 

Holy Catholick Church, the Com- 

* munion of Saints, the Forgiveneſs of 

« Sins, the Reſurreqtion of the Body, 
« and the Life everlaſting. Amen. 

Q. Why do we believe in the Holy 

Ghoſt ? 


A. Be- 
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A. Becauſe it is the Holy Ghoſt who 
fits us for Heaven *; and therefore we are 
dedicated to him in Baptiſm, by the Com- 
mand of Chriſt t, and are taught to pray, 
that he may be ever with us 7: 

Q. How doth the Holy Ghoſt fit us 
for Heaven ? 

A. By convincing us of the Danger of 
Sin ||; of the Neceſſity and Mercy of a 
Redeemer ; and of the Poſſibility of over- 
coming our Enemies. 

Q. By what Means doth the Spirit con- 
vince us of the Truth of theſe Things? 

A. By eſtabliſhing the Prophets and 
Apoſtles to make known the Will of 
God, and to confirm by Miracles what 
they ſaid, that Men might be aſſured their 
Word was the Word of God. So that in 
a very ſhort Time, a great Part of the 
World was converted to Chriſtianity, not 
by worldly Force, but by the Preaching 
of the Goſpel, and by the Power of the 

Holy Ghoſt. 

By which Means he ſtill worketh upon 
the Hearts of ſuch as ſhall be ſaved. 

Q. Is it not ſufficient that we have the 
Goſpel preached unto us? 


* Tit, iti. 5. + Matt. xxviii. 17, f 2 Cor. xii. 14. 
John xv. 26. 


1 A. 
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A. It is not, unleſs the Holy Ghoſt 
enlighten our Underſtanding. For no 
man knoweth the Things of God, but the 
Spirit of Gd. And therefore, 7o the na- 
—_ man, the Goſpel is mere Fooliſſi neſs, 
neither can he know the Things that are 
ſpoken F. 

And, even where we do know the Truth, 
and ſee our Duty, we are not able to per- 
form it, until the ſame Spirit ſan: fieth our 
Hearts, that is, worketh in us good Diſ- 
politions, the Fear of God, a Love to his 
Law, and hearty Concern for our Souls, 
by which we are enabled, in Time, to 
overcome our Luſt, to follow that which 

is good, and to prepare for another Life. 

©. What muſt we do, that the Holy 

Cholt may thus enlighten our Minds and 
ſanctify our Hearts? 

A. Jeſus Chriſt hath left us this Di- 
rettion and Promiſe; God will give the 
Holy Spirit to them that aſk, him F. 

He gave you the Earneſt of has Spirit ||, 
even before you could aſk it; and now, 
when you know your Wants, if you aſk, 
you ſhall receive; you ſhall receive bach 
Grace as ſhall be ſufficient to direct, to 
aſſiſt, to ſupport, and to comfort you, un- 


* 1 Cor. ii. 11. + Ver. 14 t Lake xi. 13. 
1 Cor. v. 5. 


til 
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ſt til you come to his everlaſting King- 
10 dom. 
ie But then you muſt deſire and pray for 
* his gracious Fellowſhip: You muſt cleanſe 
55 991 urſe from all Filthineſs of Fleſh and Spi- 
* Fit“, and preſerve your Body a ys Temple 
for the Holy Ghoſt to dwell + and you 
muſt live in Obedience to thoſe whom 
1 the Holy Ghoſt hath ſet over you r, to teach 
and to govern you; and then you may be 
10 confident he vill conduct you ſafe to 
8 Heaven. 
„ Q. Is God thus merciful to all that are 
0 baptized ? 
x A God would have all Men to be ſaved, 
d and to come to the Knowle -dpe of the Truth, ||. 
/ But there are very many who periſh for 
1 Want of Grace, and yet their Deſtruction 


1s from themſelves. 
: Such are they, who neglett the Means 
4 of x they have not, becauſe ihey off 
Not &. 

Such are they an: who will not 51 
the Graces God hath given them; and. 
then, according to his Word, ke taketh 
away even that which they have J. 

There are many who grieve the Holy 
Sp. rit, and force him to withdraw his gra- 


_n—_ ' ww wv _ ww 


* 2 Cor vii. 1. + 1 Cor: tt. 15. 11 Cor. xu. 28. 
} 1 Tin, Ii. 4. § Jam. iv. 2. J Matt. xxv. 29. 
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cious Aſſiſtance, by their conſenting to 


known Iniquity, and continuing in it. 
And laſtly, there are many who do de- 


ſpite to the Holy Spirit®, ſaying, Depart 
from us, for we deſire not the Knowledge of 


thy Ways f. 

Q. Of what Uſe will this Belief be to 
us? 

A. It will keep you from Deſpair; 
your Corruptions may be great, and to 
human Reaſon impoſſible to be overcome; 
but with God all Things are poſſible 7. 

It will keep you from Preſumption; 
you will not expect God's Aſſiſtance, 
without uſing your own Endeavours ||. 

Laſtly, It will keep you from running 


into Error, while you keep cloſe to that 
Word, which he hath inſpired to thoſe 


| Paſtors which he hath ſent, and continue 


in that Church which he hath ſanRtified. 
9 What muſt we believe concerning the 
Catholick Church? 
A. We believe that Jeſus Chriſt or- 
dained the Apoſtles, and they their Suc- 
ceſſors, to preach the Goſpel, to baptize, 


and pray for all that were diſpoſed to obey 


it; and to reprove, correct, or cut off, 


* Heb. x. 29. + John xxi. 14. f Mark x. 27. 
| 1 Phil. ii. 12. 


ſuch 


1 . 
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ſuch as ſhould become a Scandal to their 


holy Profeſſion, 

Now thele Governors and Paſtors, with 
tne Feople under their Charge, are called. 
the Church ; of which Chri/t is the Head, 

It 1t called Hoh upon many Accounts; 
but eſgecially, becauſe its great Deſign is 
to make Men holy, and all its. — 
are required to be ſo. 

It is allo called Catholich, that is, Uni- 
verſal, becauſe it is by Chriſt de ſigued for 
the 855 ation of all Nations and People *, 
that will receive and obey. the Lays of 
the Goſpel. 

And it is to the Governors and Paſtors. 
of this Church, that Jeſus Chriſt has made- 
this remarkable Promiſe: Lo, 1 am with 


you always, even unto the End of the World F. 
. How is Chriſt with the Paſtors of. 


his Charchi 9 

A. His Holy Spirit is with them, to 
bleſs thoſe whom they bleſs in his Name, 
and to chaſtiſe thoſe whom they juiily 
cenſure. 


Q. What is- the End of Church Cen- 


fures ? 


A. To bring Sinners to Ms. 
and to preſerve the Church pure and un- 
defiled, if that may be; at leaſt to hinder. 


Mark xvi. 15. + Matt. xxviii. 20. 


2 the 
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the Judgments of God from falling upon 
the whole Body, which we ſhall not have 
Reaſon to fear, while notorious Offenders 
are called to an Account, brought to a 
Senſe of their Wickedneſs, or caſt out 
if they continue obſtinate. 

2. May not one hope for Pardon from 
God, without being expoled to Shame ? 

A. Whoever ſtrives to avoid the 
Church's Cenſures, doth not ſee the Dan- 
ger of doing ſo; he doth not conſider that he 
conſults his on, more than God's Honour: 
That he deſpiſeth the wholeſome Order of 
the Church for the Convittion of Sinners, 
and depriveth himſelf of the Prayers of the 
Faithful, and the Miniſtry of Abſolution; 


and that he may juſtly expect to hear 
from God in a Way more afflifting. 


Q. What then is the Duty of a Perſon, 
who makes himſelf liable to the Cenſures 
of the Church? f 

A. His Duty is, humbly to ſubmit to 
his Spiritual Governors, as unto Chriſt; 
not looking upon their Cenſures as a Pu- 
n1ſhment, but as a Mercy, to be called to 


an Account in this World that he may 


not be condemned in the next. 
To give Glory to God, in a free Con- 


lion of his Sins, acknowledging that 
, God is able to puniſh Sinners, however 


they may eſcape the Cenſures of Men. | 
He 


2 * — 
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He is to do this with a true Sorrow 
for his Offences, ſtedfaſtly purpoſing to 
lead a new Life; both becauſe God, the 
Searcher of Hearts, hateth Hypocriſy, 
and that others, ſeeing his Affliction, may 
learn, that it is indeed an evil Thing, and 
bitter, to forſake the Lord *. 

Laſtly, His Duty 1s, to defire the Par- 
don and Prayers of his Fellow-Chriſtians, 
and the Abſolution of God's Miniſter, 
and then to comfort himſelf with the Pro- 
miſe of Chriſt to his Church: What/oever 
Sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them ; 
and whoſe ſoever Sins ye retain, they are 
retained f. 

Q. What is meant by the Communzon of 
Saints? 

A. That all true Chriſtians, called 
Saints, that is, People dedicated to God, are 
one Body, having One Head, One Faith, 
One Hope, One Baptiſm. And therefore 
every true Chriſtian hath an Intereſt in 
the Prayers and Charities of the whole 
Church, and a Right to all its Privileges; 
that is, every Chriſtian hath a Right to 
the Forgiveneſs of Sins, the Love of God, 
the Merits of Chriſt, the Fellowſhip of the 
Holy Ghoſt, and the Miniſtry of the 
Holy Angels. 


* Jer. ii. 19. + John xx. 3. 
From 


104 Inſtructions ſor ſuch as have 


From which we ought to learn, what 
a very ſad Condition it is % be out of this. 
Communion, or to be of the Number of. 
them wha are not called Saints, that is, 
who do not live as becomes the Goſpel, 
all ſuch being without Hopes, and with- 
out Promiſes. | 

Q How hath every Chriſtian a Right 
to the Forgiveneſs of Sins? | 

A. Only by the Merits and Promiſe of 
Chriſt, who hath made our Peace with 
God, upon Condition, that with heariy; 
Repentance, and true Faith, we turn unto: 
ham. 

Then the Promiſe of Forgiveneſs: 
is no Reaſon why People ſhould cantinue: 
in Sin, in Hopes of Pardon? 

A. No. more Reaſon, than that a Son: 
ſhould be more undutiful becauſe his Fa- 
ther is more kind. The Goodneſs of God 
ought to lead Men to Repgentance * ; and, if 
it doth not do that, his. Juſtice will ſend: 
them to Deſtruction, 

Therefore remember, that if you ſin 
wilfully, you run the greateſt Hazard; you: 
know not whether ever you ſhall have 
Time or Grace to repent, without which: 
there is no Forg;venelſs of Sins. 


Rom. ii. 4, 


O. What: 
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O. What is the Reaſon why ſome Peo- 
ple, who profeſs to believe the Forgiveneſs 
of Sins, do yet deſpair of Pardon? 

A. While any Perſon leads a careleſs 
Life, he ought to be thus afflicted; and 
to endeavour to comfort or divert ſuch a 
Perſon, 1s to undo him. 

But, if a Man hath been a ſober Liver, 
or, having been otherwiſe, doth truly re- 
pent, he hath no Reaſon to deſpair of 
Mercy; and it is for Want of right In- 
formation if he doth ſo. And it is the 
Duty of ſuch a Perſon to go to ſome diſ- 
creet and learned Miniſter of God's 
Word, who will ſatisfy him, that God is 
merciful; would have all men to be ſaved; 
is faithful to his Promiſes, and maketh 
even our Afflictions uſeful to us. 

That he, who hath taught us to pray 
daily for Pardon, will forgive us our 
Treſpaſſes if we ſtrive daily to mortify 
our Corruptions. And that Men m ay 
have no Reaſon to deſpair, God hat 
given Power to his Miniſters to abſolve 
the Penitent; and what Zhey do, will be 
approved in Heaven *, 

Q. Will there certainly be à Reſurrec- 
tion of the Body? 


* Matt. xvi. 19. 


A. As 
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A. As ſure as now we live, we ſhall 
rife again; God hath expreſsly ſaid it *, 
and he 1s able to do it. 

O. What is the Duty of one who be. 
lieves this? 

A. To keep his Body in Temperance, 
Sobernels, and Chaſtity, that it may be a 
fit Temple for the Holy Ghoſt to dwell 
in: That he, who raiſed Chriſt ſrom the 
Dead, may quicken our mortal Body, by the 
Spirit that dwelleth in us tr; and then ever- 
laſting Life will be a Bleſſing indeed. 

O. What is meant by Lie cverlaſting? 

A. That, at the Reſurrection, our Bo- 
dies and Souls being joined again, we 
ſhall then live for ever, either in endleſs 
Happineſs, or endleſs Miſery: for fo 
God hath aſſured us 7. 


Q. This is a Matter of great Concern 
indeed. 

A. But, to make you ſerious, conſider, 
that, at the Hour of your Death, your 
Condition will be unchangeable: if you 
have lived a Chriſtian Liſe, you will then 
be happy for ever; but if you ſhall have 
lived careleſly, and die without a timely 


Repentance, you will be miſerable to all 


Eternity. And thus it will be with you, 


John v. 28. f Rom. viii. 11. f Matt. xxv. 46. 


within 
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within a very few Years, and whether 
vou think of it or not. 

Q. One cannot ſure but think of it; 
and ev ery one that doth ſo, to be ſure 
_ to be ſaved. 

That is a ſad Misfortune. Men 
lie to go to be, and yet take no 
Care to fit themſelves for it. But remem- 
ber, that when a careleſs, or an ungodly 
Man, repeats this Part of his Creed, he 
doth in Truth profeſs that he expects to 
be damned. | 

Pray, what do the Scriptures ſay 
will be the Condition of ſuch ? 

A. That they ſhall be caſt into Hell- fi re &, 
without Hopes of ever ſeeing an End of 
their Miſeries ; without Friend to help 
them, without any to comfort them. 

Q. And what will be the Condition of 
thoſe that go to Heaven? 

A. They will have no more Sorrow +, no 
Temptations, no Danger of falling, no 
End of their Happineſs: but what that 
Happineſs will be, the Heart of Man can- 
not conceive ||. 

While you live, you have Life and 
Death ſet before you; but, when you die, 
you have no longer that Choice, but Life, 


* Matt. xiii. 42. + Rev.xiv. 11, f Rev. xxi. 4. 
Cor. 11. 9. 


eternal | 
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eternal or eternal Death, will be your 
Portion; which you would do well to 
think of, and to pray to God that you 
may make a wiſe Choice. 


The PRAVY ERA. 


O God, foraſmuck as without thee we 

are not able to pleaſe thee ; grant, that 
thy Holy Spirit may, in all Things, direct 
and rule our Hearts. Make us lively Mem- 
bers of thy Church, and Partakers of all 
its bleſſed Privileges and give us Grace, 
that we may never forfeit them by any wil. 
ful Diſobedience to thy Laws, or to thoſe 
whom thou haſt ſet over us. Vouchſafe us 
Forgiveneſs of all our Sins before we die, 
that, through the Grave and Gate of Death, 
we may paſs to a joyful Reſurrection; and 
that finally we may come to thine everlaſt- 
ing Kingdom, through Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord. Amen. 


—— 


S E CT. VIII. 


3 HAT doſt thou chiefly 
| « learn in theſe Articles of 

« thy Belief ?” 
A. © Firſt,. I learn to believe in God 
« the Father, who hath made me and all 
« the World.” i 
a 40 e- 
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«« Secondly, In God the Son, who 
« hath redeemed me and all Mankind.” 

« Thirdly, In God the Holy Ghoſt, 
e who ſanctifieth me and all the elect 
« People of God.” 

O. What do we learn from this An- 
ſwer ? 

A. That there is One God, who never 
left himſelf without Witneſs *; but gave 
Evidence of his Power, and Wildom, and 
Goodneſs to all Ages. But, unto us, he 
hath made himſelf known in the Perſons 
of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt ; as our 
Creator, Redeemer, and Santifier; by 
which we come more perfectly to know 
the Manner of our Redemption. 

That God the Father had Compaſſion 
for his ſinful Creatures, which greatly 
ſtood in Need of his Mercy, and ſent his 
only Son to redeem us. 

That God the Son took our Nature 
upon him; made known his Father's 
Will; ſet us an Example how we ought to 
walk and to pleaſe God; became a Sacri- 
tice for us; by which Sacrifice we have 
Redemption through his Blood, even the For- 
givene/s of our Sins T, for Confirmation 
of which, he roſe again from the Dead, 


and ſent the Holy Ghoſt to prepare us for 
Acts xiv. 17. + Eph.16. 
K chat 
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that Happineſs which he had purchaſed 


for us. 

That God the Holy Ghoſt taketh under 
his Care all ſuch as believe in Jeſus Chriſt, 
and ſanctiſteth them; that is, he enlightens | 
their Underſtandings, and by Degrees 
changes their AﬀeRions, ſo that they 
come to have new Thoughts, new Hopes, 
new Deſires, till at laſt they become new 
Creatures, and ſuch as God, in Mercy, 
will receive into his heavenly Kingdom, 

Now, without Faith, that is, without 
believing the Goſpel, which containeth 
theſe Truths, we cannot ſerve God, nor 
hope'for Pardon and Salvation from him. 

But, if we believe the Goſpel, this 
Faith becometh a powerful Means to 
make us good, if either the greateſt Pro- 
miſes, or the moſt dreadful Threatenings, 
can work upon us. 

What are the Promiſes you mean? 

X. A full and free Pardon of all our 
Sins, if, with hearty Repentance and true 
Faith, we turn unto God. 

A full Aſſurance, that God will require 
of us no more than he will enable us to 
perform. 

And laſtly, a ſure Promiſe of eternal 
Happineſs, if we but do our beſt to ſerve 
God. 


2. Theſe 


1 


S] 
= 
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Q. "Theſe are very comfortable Truths; 
I Pray God they may never be loſt upon 
us. « But what are the /cucre 1 hreatenimgs 
you ſpoke of ? 

A. They that will not retain God in their 
Knowledge, he meld gur hen ub to a Mind 

6:4 of Judgment“. 

3 thus given up, they will fall into 
ſuch Courſes as muſt bring them to De- 
traction, 

Which DeſtruRtionwillbemoſtterrible. 
They all be turned into Hell, where the 
Iorm dieth not, and where the Fire /hail 
not be quenc/ied. 

. How doth the Belief of theſe Things 
become a Means to make us good? 

A. By making us ſerious and thought- 
ful, which they muſt needs be, who often 
think of theſe Matters. 

By being ever preſent with us, and ſet- 
ting Life and Death eternal before our 
Eyes. Convincing us, that it is our Wil- 
dom to forſake the Pleaſures of Sin, which 
are hut for a Seaſon: And that it is rea- 
ſonable to do what God hath commanded, 
if we expect to obtain what he hath pro- 
miled for our Encouragement. 

And when wearethus di iſpoſed for eternal 
Liſet, God the Father becomes reconciled to 


* Nom. 1. 28. + Rom. v. 1. 
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us; God the Son becomes our Advocate; 
God the Holy Ghoſt becomes our Guide 
and Comforter. 

Q. What is the Reaſon, why all who 
know this, do not preſently become obe- 
dient Servants to God? 


Cauſes of Unbelief. 


A. Becauſemany are careleſs, and never 
mind their Souls; many are obſtinate, and 
will not think of theſe Things; many are 
wholly taken up with the Cares or the 
Pleaſures of this World, and cannot look 
towards a better; and many are wicked, 
and dare not think of a Life to come. 

Now, where it is thus with Men, all 
the Promiſes of the Goſpel will not move 
them, nor the Terrors of the Lord 
frighten them into Obedience. 

Is it not ſufficient to live well, though 
one ſhould not believe theſe Things ? 

A. You may as well hope to live with 
out Food, as to live well without Faith. 

We have many grievous Sins to he par- 
doned, the Pardon of which none but the 
Son of God can procure for us. 

We. have ungovernable Appetites to 
ſtruggle with, which Nothing but the Fear 
of God can keep under. 

We have the Temptations of a naughty 


World, a: d of an evil Spirit, to reſiſt, 
which 


* — N w - 
2 TEST << - >= 
CES CO coca 


— — yaw 
— —— ðð— — — 
— 2 
. - As... 


G —— — — — 
— 


learned the Church Catechifm. 1 13 


which Nothing but the Spirit of God can 
enable us to oppole. 

To God therefore we muſt go for Help, 
_ we cannot do, unleſs we heartily be- 
lieve theſe Articles of our Chriſtian Faith. 

Q. Are theſe the only neceſſary Truths 


+00 be believed ? 


A. Thele are the moſt neceſſary, and 
the Knowledge and Belief of theſe will 
help you to profit by the whole Word of 
God, by which your Faith will Every 
Day be ſtrengthened. 

N. I pray ew me how? 

When you read in the Holy Scrip- 
== of God's Judgment upon Sinners; 
Of the whole World deſtroyed by a 
Flood; Of Cities overturned; Of Nations 
carried Captive; of Famines, Wars, and 
Peſtilence ; in all theſe, you will ſee and 
learn to fear the Almighty Power of God, 
and that it is our Wiſdom not to provoke 
him, 

When you ſee Favours promiſed and 
performed to good Men and their Poſ- 
terity, you have ſo many Examples of 
God's Faithfulneſs; and when you know 
that all Men have a Right to his Kindneſs, 
who ſtrive to deſerve them, you will ſerve 
him with, Cheerfulneſs. 

When you ſee the Wickednefs of Men 
brought upon their own Heads, and wick- 
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ed Devices brought to nought, you will 
be confirmed in this Faith, that all Things 
are naked and open unto the Eyes of him 
with whom we have to do ®, 

When you find Things brought to paſs 
many hundred Years after they were 
foretold, you will admire tte Providence 
of God, and be ſatisfied that he orders all 
Things for the beſt. 

But above all, the Goſpel will convince 
you, That you have not believed in vain, 

The Miracles of Jeſus, both Many and 
Great, will force you to believe his Doc- 
trine, 

His Doctrine will appear every Way 
worthy of God: H:s Example will make 
you in Love with your Duty; and His 
Sufferings will convince you, thar it is no 
Misfortune to ſuffer, when that is the 
Way to eternal Glory. 

There you will ſee His Care for his 
Church, in commanding his Miniſters to 
feed his Flock; and you will learn to 
know the Value of your Soul, and the great 
Misfortune of loſing it, when you ſee 
Jeſus Chriſt, his Apoſtles, and Servants 
ſo much concerned to ſave us. 

And laſtly, you will learn to value the 


Word of God, which is the Foundation 
* Heb. iv. 13. 


of 
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of that Faith, by which you hope to be 
ſaved, 

Q. Are there any other Benefits of this 
Faith ? | 

A. Yes. It is by this Faith that we are 
able to ſuffer Afflictions without Mur- 
muring; to know we are Sinners without 
Deſpair; to think of Death without 
trembling. 

And it is becauſe we profeſs to believe 
in God, that we ourlelves are believed 
and truſted by Men. 

But how muſt we poſſeſs our 
Hearts with ſuch a lively Faith? 

A. Conſider, that Faith is the Gift of 
God, and muft be obtained by uſing pro- 
per Means. | 

Therefore, if you reſolve to forſake 
every evil Way, hearken to the Word of 
God, caſt yourſelf upon his Mercy, pray to 
him for Help, and purpoſe to be governed 
by his Laws, your Faith will encreafe 
daily, you will go from Strength to Strength, 
and be able to do all Things which will 

make you acceptable to God. 

Only remember 

That you muſt never depend upon 
God's Mercies and Promiſes, unleſs you 
do what he hath commanded, _. 

That what God hath threatened will 

come to pals, whether youbelieve it or _ 
That 
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That his holy Word is true, and that 
by which we mult be judged at the laſt 


Day, how much ſoever it is neglected. 


Therefore pray earneſtly to God, that he 


may not ſuffer your Heart to be hardened; 


but that you may ever believe his Promiſes, 
and ſtand in awe of his Judgments, 


The PRAVYER. 


E believe, Lord, ncreafe our Faith, and 
ve us Grace, that with an holy Life 
we may adorn the Religion we profeſs. Keep 
us ſtedſaft in this Foith, into which we are 
baptized, that no Errors may ſeparate us 
rom thee ; but ihat thy Love, O merciful 
God ; Thy Grace, O bleſſed Jeſus ; Thy Fel- 
lowſhip, O Holy Ghoſt, may defend and 
comfort us in all Dangers and Adver ſites, 
until we attain the End of our Faith, even 
the Salvation of our Souls. Amen. 


* * 1 
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The Ten Commandments. 


1 Yy OU ſay, that yorr G odfathers 
« and Godmothers did pro- 


« miſe for you that you ſhould keep God's 
« Com- 
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15 „ Commandments. Tell me, how many 
« there be? | 
he A. Fe.” 
q. Q. Which be they?“ 
* A. « The ſame which God ſpake in 
x the twentieth Chapter of Exodus, ſay- 
„ ing, I am the Lord thy God, who 
brought thee out of the Land of Egypt, 
« out of the Houſe of Bondage.“ 
Q. Why did they promiſe for me that 
ud 
2 I ſhould keep God's Commandments? 
A. Becauſe you cannot poſſibly go to 
P Heaven, if you do not keep them; if thou 
1 wilt enter into Life, keep the Command- 
7 ments *, For by theſe we ſhall be judg- 
J ed at the laſt Day. . 
7 That they belong to us as well as unto 
| the People of 1/rael, we may be ſure, be- 


cauſe Chriſt hath confirmed and explained 
them in the Goſpel. He is the Lord our 
God as well as theirs r; He brought them 
out of the Houſe of Bondage; and dhe 
brought us from Darkneſs to Light,” and 
from the Power of Satan unto God 4. 
. Why do the Commandments begin 
with theſe Words, I am the Lord thy God? 
A. That we may prepare our Hearts to 
receive his Commandments with the great- 
e!t Concern and Reverence. 


Matt. xix. 17. + Matt. v. f Acts xxvi. 18. 
When 
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When the Lord of Heaven and Earth, 
of Life and Death, ſpeaks, ſure his Crea- 
tures will hear and obey, for Conſcience 
Sake, that is becauſe God commands them. 

Q. But can we keep the Commands of 
God ? 

A. We can do our beſt, and it 1s our 
great . Happineſs, that God for Chriſt's 
Sake will accept of that, inſtead of a per- 
fect Obedience. 

3 Thou ſhalt have no other God 
ce but me.” 

Q. What is the Meaning of this Com- 
mandment ? 

A. You are hereby forbidden to think 
any Creature ſo great “*, as to be feared 
more than God. Or any Thing ſo good, 
as to be more worthy of your Love. 

You are forbidden to depend upon 


vyourſelf, upon your own Labour and Care, 


for Proſperity; upon your Friends for Se- 
curity ; upon your W ealth ſor Happinels; 
for thefe are Bleſſings only when God is 
pleaſed to make them ſo, 

You are hereby forbidden to give heed 
to ſuperſiitious Obſervations and Charms, 
for procuring of Good, or for preventing 
Evil; for this is to forſake that God, with- 
out whole Leave and Dire Tion, neither 


* Matt. x. 28. 


Good 
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Good nor Evil can befal any of his Crea- 
tures. Go and cry unto the Gods which ye 
have choſen ; let them deliver you in the 
Time of your Tribulation &. 

Laſtly, You are by this Command 
forbidden to murmur at God's Dealings 
with yourſelf or others, for he is Lord 
of all. You are forbidden to help your- 


felf by unjuſt Ways, for this is to do it 


without God's Leave. Or to take the 
Glory: of good Succeſs to yourſelf, for 


this belongs to God only. | 


Q. What is commanded in this Law? 
A. You are hereby cammanded to live 
as in the Sight of God; firmly to be- 
lieve what he hath made known in his 
Holy Word; to pray for his Bleſſing 
upon every Thing you undertake; and to 
give him Thanks for all his Favours. 
You are likewiſe commanded openly 
to own him as your God, by going con- 
ſtantly to his Houſe, the Church; where 
he is publicly honoured as the Great 
Lord and Benefactor of the World. 
Laſtly, You are hereby commanded to 
reſpect every Thing that is his, his Day, 
his Word, his Houſe, his Miniflers. And 
to do all this with the Heart, as well as 


* Judges x. 14. 


with 
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with the Body; for whatever you ſpeak 
or think is known to him. 

II. « Thou ſhalt not make to thyſelf 
© any graven Image, nor the Likeneſs of 
« any Thing that 1s in Heaven above, or 
« jn the Earth beneath, or in the Water 
ce under the Earth. Thou ſhalt not bow 
« down to them, nor worſhip them. For 
« I the Lord thy God am a jealous God, 
« and viſit the Sins of the Fathers upon 
te the Children unto the Third and Fourth 
« Generation of them that hate me, and 
« ſhew Mercy unto Thouſands in them 
* that love me, and keep my Command- 
« ments.” 

Q. What is the Meaning, of this Com- 
mandment ? 

A. All that believe in the true God are 
hereby forbidden to worſhip him by an 
Image or Picture, becauſe God is jealous 
of his Honour; and though People may 
pretend not to Worſhip the Image, yet if 
they worſhip before it, they ſhall be ſe- 
verely puniſhed; for that is in Truth for- 
bid by this Command. 

Q. Does this Command concern Us, 
who have none of this Practice? 

A. It concerns you upon many Ac- 
counts : 


. 10 


learned the Church Catechiſm. ' 121 


1. To make you thankful to God, who, 
by his Providence, and not by his Judg- 
ments, hath cured us of this vile Cuſtom. 

2. You may from hence learn how ne- 
ceſſary it is to keep cloſe to the Word of 
God, who beſt knows our Infirmities, 
and hath therefore forbidden all Uſe of 
Images in his Service; which ſome neg- 
lecting, brought them into Churches, up- 
on Pretence of inſtructing the Ignorant; ; 
a Way which neither Chriſt nor his A- 
poſtles thought fit to appoint; and now 
they are abuſed even unto Idolatry. 

3. Laſtly, This Command will dirett 
you how to behave yourſelf in the Pre- 
ſence and Worſhip of God. | 

Q. I pray ſhew me how it doth ſo? 

A. You => not bow before an Image, 
becauſe ſuch humble Reſpett belongs 
to God only; which Reſpett therefore 
you muſt ſhew when you worſhip Him 
for ſo good Men have ever done“; and to 
do otherwiſe, is to affront God to his 
Face, and is a Sin not ſufficiently thought 
on. 

2. How doth the Greatneſs of this Sin 
appear ? 

A. If you are forced into a Place where 
Page were worſhipping an Idol, you 


* Gen. xxiv. 26. Exod. xxxiv. 8. Acts xx. 6. 
| would 
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would fit, or by ſome Way ſhew that 
you deſpiſed | it. Therefore, if you ſit or 
ſleep in God's Houle, when others are 
praying to him, will it not be judged 
that you deſpiſe that God to whom they 
pray? 

| . How mult we behave ourſelves in 
Cod's Houſe and Preſence ? 

A. Conſider ſeriouſſy, that you go to 
Church to do Honour to God, and to 
aſk ſuch Things as you cannot want with- 
out being miſerable. 

Therefore your Behaviour muſt be ſuch 
as may be apt to procure, in yourſelf 
and others, a great Regard for God, and 
an humble Opinion of ourſelves. 

When you aſk God's Pardon and Bleſ- 
ſing, you muſt do it upon your Knees ; 
and you muſt „and up to praiſe him for 
his Works and Favours. 

You muſt carefully attend to what is 
read to Jou, for it is the Word of God, 
without*which you cannot be ſaved. 

And then you will return home with 
God's Bleſſing. 

Q. Doth this Command afford any 
further Inſtruttion ? 

A. Yes: It ſhews us, that the Piety of 
Parents ſhall be remembered for the Good 
of their Children, to many Generations. 

That 
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That the beſt Portion Children can, re- 
ceive from their Parents, is God's Blel-, 
{ing. 

And that ſuch Parents as are not care- 
ful to love God, and to keep his Com- 
mandments, do leave certain Calamities 
to their Poſterity. hs 

III. « Thou ſhalt not take the Name 
of the Lord thy God in vain: For the 
„Lord will not hold him guiltleſs that 
« taketh his Name in vain.” . 

Q. When do Men take the Name of 
God in vain? I | 

A. When they uſe it to any idle or 
wicked Purpoſe whatever ; as when they 
ſpeak of God, or of his Word or Wor- 
ſhip, after a jeſting Wax. | 

When they pray to God, or call upon 
him, without minding what they far. 

When they ſwear falſely, or in common 
Diſcourſe. And when they uſe the Name 
of God or his Word in Charms, or in 
Curſes, or in making Vows about Trifles. 

Q. What is the Meaning of that Ex- 
E fon, The Lord will noi hold him guilt- 
"15 'Þ 1 

A. The Meaning is, That this Sin 
ſhall certainly be puniſhed, and more than 
Words can expreſs; however common 
it is, and little regarded. 
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. Is it a Sin to ſwear by any other 
Oath i p 

A. Our bleſſed Saviour (Matt. v. 34.) 
expreſsly forbids all Swearing in common 
Diſcourſe, let the Oaths ſeem never ſo 
innocent. 

Q. What are the Oaths you mean? 

A. To ſwear by one's Faith, by one's 
Life, by the Heavens, by the Virgin Mary, 
and the like; a- Cuſtom which is very 
ſinful, and which will expoſe you to the 
Wrath of God 

. Muſt a Perſon ſwear, when he is 
called by the Magiſtrate to do ſo? 

A. Yes, it is then his Duty to do ſo, 
becauſe it is to put an End to Strife* ; ; which 
is well-pleaſing to God. 

What is the Duty of one who ſhall 
be worn on a Jury. 

A. His Duty is, to lay aſide all Preju- 
dice; honeſtly to endeavour to find out 
the Truth, without ſo much as wiſhing 
to find Things otherwiſe than indeed they 
are. Never to be lead by other People's 
Perſuaſions, but to make ſuch a Return 
as he believes in his Conſcience to be true. 
2. What is a Perſon's Duty who is 

feorn to give Evidence ? 


+ Heb. vi. 16. 
A. His 
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A. His Duty is, to conſider ſeriouſly 
what he is going to ſay, that he may 
ſpeak the Truth to the beſt of his Know- 
ledge ; neither concealing any Part, nor 
adding to it. Remembring that God ſees 
the Secrets of all Hearts, and that a Curſe 
ſhall enter into his Houſe, if he ſwear falſely*. 

From whence you alſo ſee the great 
Sin of thoſe who tamper with Men upon 
their Oath: 

Q. What are we commanded in this 
Law? 

A. To ſpeak of God, and of religious 
Matters, after ſuch a ſerious Manner, that 
People may learn to have reverent 
Thoughts of him and his Service. 

IV. « Remember that thou keep holy 
* the Sabbath Day. Six Days ſhalt thou 
« labour, and do all that thou haſt to do; 
& but the ſeventh Day is the Sabbath of 
* the Lord thy God. In iti thou ſhalt 
“ do no Manner of Work, thou and thy 
Son, and thy Daughter, thy Man-ſer- 
© vant, and thy Maid-ſervant, thy Cattle, 
* and the Stranger that 1s within thy 
* Gates, For in fix Days the Lord made 
Heaven and Earth, the Sea, and all 
« that in them is, and reſted the ſeventh 


Zac. v. 4. 
o | # 3 on Day; 
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« Day; wherefore the Lord bleſſed the 
« ſeventh Day, and hallowed it.” 
2. How far doth this Command con- 
cern us Chriſtians? ; LDN 
A. We are hereby bound to keep one 
Day in ſeven holy; and becauſe Jeſus 


Chriſt roſe from the Dead on the firſt 


Day of the Week, and on the ſame Day 
ſent down the Holy Ghoſt to guide his 
Church unto the World's End; the Apoſ- 
tles therefore ſet apart that Day, calling it 
the Lord's Day *, and the Church hath 
ever fince obſerved it, according to the 
true Meaning of this Command. 

Q. Why are we bid, in. an eſpecial 
Manner, to keep this Law ? 

A. Becauſe, if this ſhould be forgotten, 
all Religion would ſoon be forgotten with 
it; and the very Knowledge of the true 
God, as it is in many Nations, would be 
loſt among us, were there not Days ſet 


apart, and Perſons appointed to bring it 


to our Remembrance. 


Q. How hath God bleſſed this Day above 
the Reſt ? 


A. Having ſanQified, that is, ſeparated 
it from the common Bufineſs of Life, 
he hath promiſed an eſpecial Bleſſing to 


Rev. i. 10. 


al 
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all ſuch as keep it holy; and 7eſus Chriſt 


hath renewed that Promiſe “. 

O. How muſt we keep it Holy, chat 
we may obtain this Bleſſing? 

A. We muſt hay aſide all ſuch Buſi- 
nels, Cares, and Pleaſures as may any 
Way unfit us for the Service of God, to 
which the Day is devoted; and leaving 
all our worldly Concerns, for that Time, 
in his Hands, who 1s able to make us 
Amends for the Want of our own-and 
Servants' Labour: we muſt go to the 
Place of publick Worfhip, and give Ho- 
nour to God, by confeſſing our Unworthi- 
neſs, that we are ſinful, needy, helpleſs, 
Creatures ; by acknowledging his Power 
and Goodneſs, giving him Thanks for his 
Bleſſings, and praying him to continue 
them to us. 

Are all bound to obſerve hs Day? 

A. Ves, all that can be ſpared from 
the neceſſary Buſineſs of the Family. 

Children, that they may learn their Du- 
ty, and from their Infancy to fear God. 

Servants, that they may not forget that 
they have a Maſter in Heaven. 

And the very Beaſts are to reſt, unlefs 
Neceſſity requires it to be otherwiſe, that 


Matt. vi. 33. 
the 


* 
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the whole Creation may rejoice in the 
Mercies of God. 

Q. Why is it ſaid, Siæ Days ſhalt thou 
labour? 

A. To put us in Mind, that it is God 
who gives us all our Time. 

That we are fallen from a State of 
Happineſs, and muſt labour for our daily 
Bread. 

Laſtly, That it is purely by God's per- 
miſſion that we proſper in our daily La- 
bours; that therefore we ought to ſerve 
him truly all our Days. 

Q. How is the Lord's Day profaned? 

A. By negletting to go to Church, 
when we can do it; by Idleneſs; by 2 
neceſſary Buſineſs, Fournies and Viſits ; by 
vain Sports, unhecoming the okay 4 
of the Day, and of Chriſtianity. 

Q. Muſt we obſerve other Days, be- 
ſides the Lord's Day? 

A. Yes; the Feaſts of the Church, 
which are alſo ſet apart by Authority, to 
keep up the Remembrance of God's 
Mercies t9 us. 

Q. What is our Duty on ſuch Days? 

A. To go to the public Place of Wor- 
ſhip, to thank God for his Favours to his 
Church, and — for that we then 
remember. 

T's! 
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To let our Servants have Leiſure and 
innocent Diverſions, that they may chear- 
fully ſerve both their Maſters, on Earth 
and in Heaven. 

However, where Neceſſity requires, 
both the Servant ſhould be willing, and 
the Maſter ſhould not fcruple, on ſuch 
Days, to do what is really needful. | 

Q. May we not obſerve fortunate and 
croſs Days ? 

A. By nd Means: it is a great Sin to do 
ſo, and expreſsly forbidden by God *, and 
reckoned as a Sort of Miichceraſt, and 
with good Reaſon; for by this Superſti- 
tion, God, the Author of all Good, is for- 
gotten to be feared, praifed, and truſted 
in. 

The PRAYER. 


God, who alone art worthy of our Love, 

give us Grace that we may never forget 
thee, nor thy glorious Perfeftions ; but that 
we may ſerve thee according to thy Word, in 
Sincerity and godly Fear; that we may never 
mention thy ſacred Name without Reverence ; 
that we perform the Vows that are upon us: 
that we may not ſpend thy Holy Days in 
Vanity and Ilencf, nor in a cuſtomary At- 
tendance at thy Houſe only; but that we 


* Deut. xviii. 10. 


May 
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may ſerve thee with our Hearts, as well as 
with our Bodies, through Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord. Amen. | 


— 
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| Sn ONOUR thy Father and thy 
Mother, that thy Days may 
" be long in the Land which the Lord 
« thy God giveth thee.” 
. What are the Duties contained in 
this command ? 
A. The Duty of Children to their Pa- 
rents, of Servants to their Maſters, of 
People to their Governors, of all Chriſ- 
tians to their ſpiritual Paſtors, and of all 
Men to theif Betters. 
Q. Why k is the Duty of Children to 


their Parents only mentioned? 


A. Becauſe that is a Duty firſt learned, 
and beſt underſtood: Children very na- 


| turally love their Parents, and are gene- 


rally kept in Subjection by them; and 
therefore, when they are commanded 0 
to honour others, as they do their Parents, 
they eaſily know what that meaneth, and 
will more readily pay the Duties owing 


to all fir Betters. 
| Q. How 


5 
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Ho muſt I honour my Father and 
Mother? ; | 

A. You muſt in all lawful Things 
chearfully ſubmit to them, be careful not 
to grieve them by ſtubborn and evil Cour- 
ſes: you muſt ſhew them all due RefpeR, 
and thankfully acknowledge their Kind- 
neſs to you; bear with their Infirmities; 
hide their Failings; ſupply their Wants, 
and pray for their preſent and everlaſting 
Happineſs; whichif you do, in Obedience 
to this Command of God, you may expeU 
to live to be a happy Parent yourſelf. 

O. What would then be my Duty? 

A. The Duty of Parents is, to bring up 
their Children in Obedience, and in the 
Fear of God; to take Care that they be 
inſtructed in true Religion; to provide for 
them, but not by unrighteous Ways; to 
correct them when they ſay or do any 
wicked Thing; to be Examples to them of 
Piety, Sobriety, and Diligence. And laſt- 
ly, to blefs, and to pray for them. All 
which you will be more careful ro do, if 
you conſider what. a dreadful Thing it 
will be, ſhould your Children be for ever 


_ miſerable through your Negligence. 


Q. What if it ſhould be my Lot to be 
a Servant? 


A. The 
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A. The Duty of Servants is, to be obe- 
dient to their Maſters, diligent in their 
Buſineſs, not with Fye-ſervice as Men— 
pleaſers ; to be as careful of their Maſters' 
Goods, as if they were their own; neither 
waſting them, nor ſuffering others to do 
ſo. To be no Tale-bearers ; but above all, 
to be honeſt, not only for Conſcience, but 
for Credit's Sake; Deceit and Pilfering 
being abominable Qualities, never forgot- 
ten by others, and very hardly left off by 
thoſe that give Way to them. And laſtly, 
he muſt remember that he hath a Maſter 
in Heaven, to whom he oweth Service, 
and from whom he may expett the Re- 
ward of a faithful Servant. 

And for the Comfort of Servants, the 


ſame Lord of all Men, who commands 


them to be faithful, commands their Maſt- 
ers to be juſt and kind, and careſul of 
them ; to give them what 1s right; to uſe 
them like Fellow-Chriſtians, taking Care 
of them in their Sickneſs, allowing them 
Time to ſerve God, and ſetting them an 
Example of doing ſo; ever remembring, 
that there is no Reſpett of Perſons with 
God, who putteth down one, and ſetteth up 
another. 

. What is our Duty towards them 


that have the Rule over us? 
A. Your 
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A. Your Duty is, to obey them, not 
only for Fear of Puniſhment, but for Con- 
ſcience Sake*. Not to ſpeak Evil of them, 


but to ſhew them all becoming Reſpett, 


and to pray that God may bleſs them, 
and make them Inſtruments of grear 
Good to us all. 

For Men in Authority, fearing God, 
are a mighty Bleſſing; their Duty being 
to keep the People in Peace and Quiet- 
neſs; to defend the Perſons and Rights of 
honeſt Men; to. puniſh the unruly; to 
adviſe them that have no Counſellors; and 
in all Things to promote the Glory of 
God, and the Welfare of all below them. 

Q. What is the Duty of People to 
their Paſtors? - 

A. To reſpect tbem F for their Maſtet's 
Sake, and for their Work's Sake, remem- 
bring the Words of Chriſt to his Miniſters, 
he that deſpiſeth you, deſpiſeth me 7. There- 


fore your Duty is, to hearken to > their In- 


ſtruction; to pay them their Due without 
Fraud or grudging ||, that God may bleſs 
both their Labours and yours. 

For it is their Buſineſs and Duty to ſtudy 
all Ways of teaching you how you ſhould 


* Rom. xiii. 5. 2 Pet. ii. 10. + 1 Theſſ. v. 13. 


Luke x. 16, Deut. xxvi. 12. 


M walk 


—— 


—> — — — - 


— == 


— - 
N — 2 
— — — — — 
* — 


134 


walk 


when 


may 


Inſtructions for ſuch as have 


and pleaſe. God ; 
you do amils; 
do well; 


to reprove you 
to pray that you 
to bleſs vou in God's 


Name, and to be wholeſome Examples in 
Word and Deed ; and they have much to 


anſwer for if they are not ſuch. 


. Whom elſe muſt I honour? 
K. All that are your Betters, by Rea- 


fon of their greater Age, their Learning, 


their Eſtates or Places, to whom there. 
fore you mult ſhew a juſt Regard. 

And it is their Duty, not to be high- 
minded, but to be grave; not diſhonour- 


ing themſelves, courteous, ealy to be 


ſpoke to, and ready to help where they 
can do it. 

O. What is the Meaning of the Pro- 
miſe which God hath made to ſuch as 


keep 


this Command? 


A. That God will bleſs them in the 
Way they ſhall go, which will be a 
Means of prolonging their Lives: On 
the contrary, he that deſpiſeth his Father 


and Mother, the Ravens /h 


all pick out his 


Eyes *, that is, he ſhall a „ as if 
he were indeed blind. 


VI. 


« Thou ſhalt do no Mikes,” 7 
O. What 1s here forbidden? 


N. XXX. 9. 


A. Lou 
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A. You are hereby forbidden to do 
Violence to any Man by Word or Deed ; 
to wiſh any Man's Death; to be glad at 
Misfortunes; and particularly, you are 
forbidden that which is the Occaſion of 
all theſe Sins, To bear Malice or Hatred in 


your Heart ; for if you do ſo, you will be 


apt to provoke others to Miſchief, you 

will be apt to do it yourſelf; and there- 
fore St. John ſaith, whoſoever hateth his 
Brother is a Murderer *. 

þ 2 Is any Thing elle hereby forbid- 
en 

A. Yes: You are forbidden every 
Thing which may make your own or other 
Men's Lives uneaſy or unſafe; entertain- 
ing of Prejudice, provoking Language, 
and taking away Men's good Name; for a 
Man may be murdered by Words, and 
his Heart broken by ill Uſage. 

You are alſo hereby forbid all Intem- 
perance, by which you deſtroy your own, 
and help to ruin other Men's Lives. 

All which are grievous Sins, and a 
dreadful Vengeance will follow thoſe that 
ſend Men out of the World, ſooner than 
God and Nature deſigned. 

What is the Duty * in this 
Commandment ? 


* 1 John iii. 13. 


M 2 A. It 
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A. It is your Duty, as much as in you 
lieth“ to live peaceably with all Men; 
to avoid the Company of contentious Peo- 
ple; to deliver the Oppreſſed t, and to be 
merciful to ſuch as are in Miſery; to for- 
bear and forgive one another , and be well 
pleaſed with the Welfare of all Men. 

VII. « Thou ſhalt not commit Adul- 
* te. 

2. What are the Sins here forbidden? 

A. All Manner of Uncleanneſs, and all 
ſuch Things as are apt to lead Men into 
Vices not fit to be named. All Drunken« 
neſs and Gluttony, and eager contriving for 
the Belly; a flothful Life ; wanton Words 
and Actions; filthy Books and Songs; all 
which are a great Offence to God, and by 
no Means fit for one who expetts to hve 
with Saints and Angels in Heaven. 

92 Many People do not look upon 
theſe Sins bo be fo great and Antenne 
as you ſpeak of. 

A. That is becauſe they do not ee 
the Word of God, which declares, That 
 Whoremongers and Adulterers | God will 
judge. And what that Judgment ſhall be, 
you find Rev. xxi. 8, They ſhall be caſt into 


Rom. xii. 18. 1 Prov. xxii. 24. f Eph. iv. 33. 
Heb. xiii. 4. 


the 
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the Lake which Burneth with Fire and 


Brimſtone. | 

Q. What then 1s my Duty, that I may 
eſcape that dreadful Sentence! 

A. Your Duty is, to be temperate, to 
bring your Body in Subjection “ to your Spi- 
rit; and, if you cannot contain, to uſe that 
honourable Remedy ſ which God hath pro- 
vided to keep you innocent. Ever rem 
membring that Whoredom takes away the 
Heart 7 that is, it makes Men regardleſs 
of what muſt come hereafter; ſo that they 
very often ſee not their Danger until 
they feel it without Remedy. 

Q. What is the Duty of married Per- 
ſons? | 
A. To live peaceably together; re- 
membring that Marriage was ordained of 
God, for the mutual Help and Comfort 
which the one ought to have of the other. 

And therefore they both of them have 
vowed before God, The Huſband to love, 
to comfort, to honour, and to keep his Wife. 

The Wife to obey, to ſerve, to love, and to 
honour her Huſband, as long as they both 


ſhall live. 


Which Vows are as ſacred as can be 
made, and are here ſet down, that they 


® x Cor, ix. 27. + Heb. xi. 4. Þ Hol. iv. 11. 
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may be often thought on by married Per- 
ſons, which would be a Means of making 
that State of Life the happieſt that can he 
on Earth. 

VIII. « Thou ſhalt not ſteal.” - 

O. How ts this Command tranſgreſs- 
ed? 

A. Not only by Theft, which is a baſe 
Vice, and openly abhorred; but by Op- 
preſſion, Deceit, withholding of Dues, 
concealing of found Goods, defrauding 
the Public, wearying Men out of their 
Rights, or impairing their Eſtates by vex- 
atious Law-Suits, By Power, Intereſt, 
Bribery, or Graft; which are Crimes too 
often committed by thole who never ex- 
pett to be puniſhed for the Breach of this 
Command; and yet God is moſt ſurely we 
Avenger of all ſuch “. 

What is required of us that we may 
keep this Law ? 

A. It is your Duty to be diligent | in your 
Calling, that you may be able to live 
without taking unlawful Ways. 

To be a good huſband of what God hath 
given you, leſt, having ſquandered it, you. 
be tempted to live by Deceit. 


: 1 Theſſ. iv. 6. 
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To be contented with your Condition; 
believing, that better is a little: with 
Righteouſneſs, than great Revenues without 
Rigit “. 

Laſtly, To depend upon God's Provi- 
dence, which takes Care of all Creatures ; 
and will certainly reward the honeſt poor 
Man, who chooſes to beg, if he cannot 
labour, rather than ſteal. 

What is the Duty of one who is 
ſenſible of his Sin, and ſorry that he hath 
broke this Law? 

A. He muſt confeſs his Sin unto God, 
and, if he can poſſibly do it, he muſt make 
Amends to the Perſons he hath wronged T, 
without which he muſt not expett For- 
giveneſs from God. 

And this is that which makes this Sin 
ſo very hard to be repented of; becauſe, 
through Shame or Stubbornneſs, People 
will not make Reſtitution of what they 
have got by Fraud or Violence; and yet 
they hope to be ſaved; But this is the 
Hope of Hypocrites, which ' ſhall periſh 4. 

IX. “ Thou ſhalt not bear falſe Wit- 
« neſs againſt thy Neighbour.” 

Is any more here forbidden, than 
the being a falſe Witneſs? 


Prov. xvi. 8. + Lev. vi. 2. Ezek. xxxiii. 15. 
t John viii. 13. 


A. Yes: 
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A. Yes: You are hereby forbidden to 
ſay any Thing of other Men which may 
hurt them, unleſs it be with an honeſt De- 
ſign, to bring them to Repentance, or to 
hinder them from doing greater Mil. 
chiefs to others. 

Therefore to invent Stories, to add to 
them, and to ſet them abroad to encourage 
Tale-bearers; to give Men ill Names; to 
publiſh. their Infirmities; to make their 
Faults worſe than they are, are all con- 
demned by this Law, and other Scrip- 
tures ; 

As the very Work of the Devil *, as the 
Deſtruction of all good Neighbourhood 
and Chriſtian Charity. 

. From whence doth this Sin pro- 
ceed? : 

A. Sometimes from a baſe Diſpoſition ; 
there are People who love Miſchief, and 
are pleaſed the more of it there is in the 
World. Sometimes from a buſy Tem- 
per; from Pride; from evil Deſigns; and 
ſometimes People do it for Diverhon. 

But from whenceſoever this proceeds, it 
is a Sign of an imprudent Mind to ſpeak 
Ill of others, as if ſuch Men had no Faults 

their own ; to jeſt with a Man's good 
Name, which more valurble than his eſtateT ; 


John viii. 44. 1 Prov. xxii. 1. 


to 


to 
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to ſet Friends at Variance, and to diſturb 
their good Neighbourhood; and there- 
fore Revilers are reckoned amongſt thoſe 
that muſt not go to: Heaven “. 

O. What is Deca of us by this 
Law Z- +; 

A. It is your Duty to ſpeak the Truth 
at all Times, when 'tis fit, as well as when 
you are upon your Oath: To be tender 
of Men's Reputation; to be diſpoſed to 
hear and believe, and to ſpeak the beſt; 
not to take Pleaſure; in fooliſh or wicked 
Stories. And we ſhall. obſerve theſe 
Rules the better, if we conſider what a 
ſore Grief it is to our ſelves, to be abuſed by 
a wicked Tongue. 

Xx. « Thou ſhalt not covet thy Neigh- 
e bour's Houſe; thou ſhalt not covet thy 
« Neighbour's Wife, nor his Servant, nor 
K — Maid, nor his Ox, nor his Aſs, nor 

« any Thing that is hig 1... 

2. What is the Meaning of this Com- 
mandment ?; 

A. You are, hereby forbidden to covet, 
that is, 40 ſet your Heart upon that which 
is another Man' s, leſt you be tempted to 
take unlawful Ways of getting it into your 
Poſſeſſion; as Ahab did, who having ſet 


* 1 Cor. vi. 10. 
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his Heart * upon his Neighbours Eſtate, 
when he could not have it for his Money, 
the Devil helped him to get it another 
Way, which coſt him his Life, and the 
Ruin of his Family. 

Q. But may not a Man deſire to buy 
what is another's ? 

A. Yes, no doubt of it, provided the 
other can lawfully diſpoſe of it, and that 
you ſuppoſe he 1s willing to do ſo; but if 
he is not willing, then to continue to de- 
fire it, is a Sin againſt this Law of God. 

Q. What doth this Law require? 

A. That you keep your Heart with all 
Diligence t, ea out of it proceedeth all 
Manner of Wickedneſs . 

That you reſiſt the \ very Beginnings of 
Sin, which if left alone, will bring forth 
Death . 

That you be contented with your own 
Lot, as that which is appointed you by a 
wiſe and good God. 

Laſtly, That you ſet God always be- 
fore you, who eth the very Secrets of 


your Heart, and will puniſh all its ſinful 
Luſts. 


®* 1 Kings xxi. 4 Prov. iii. 28. f Matt. xv. 19. 
James i. 15. 
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The PRAYER. 


Of. our Eyes, O Lord, that we may 

ſee that thy aut is Holy, Juſt and Good, 
and that we may keep it with our whole 
Heart ; that we may love and honour all 
thoſe whom thy Providence hath made our 
Betters; that we may do Violence to no 
Man ; that we may abhor all unchaſte De- 


fires, Words and Actions; all Deceit and 


Oppreſſuon ; all the Evils of a Lying Tongue: 
all covetous Defires, and Beginnings of Luſt. 
Lord have Mercy upon us, and write all 


theſe thy Laws in our Hearts, we moſt hum- 
bly beſeech thee. Amen. 


ee XI 
+ a HAT doſt thou chiefly 
8 learn by theſe Command- 


“ ments? 
A. „I learn two Things, my Duty to- 
* wards God, and my Duty towards my 
« Neighbour.” 
N How are the Commandments divided? 
The four firſt make the firft Table, 
* teach us our Duty to God; the fix 
laſt, or the ſecond Table, do contain the 
Duty we owe to our Neighbour. 
Q. « What is thy Duty towards God? 
A. «„ My Duty towards God, is to 
« believe 
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« believe in him, to fear him, to love him 
« with all my Heart, with all my Mind, 
« with all my Soul, and with all my 
« Strength; to worſhip him, to give him 
« Thanks, to put my whole Truſt in him, 
« to cali upon him, to honour his holy 
« Name and his Word, and to ſerve him 
« truly all the Days of my Life.” 

Q. Is a Chriſtian's Duty hard to be 
underſtood ? 

A. By no Means; Religion being the 
Buſineſs of all Men; 4 olath Man, if he 
is well diſpoſed, may know his Duty, and 
be able to perform it as well as the great- 
eſt Scholar. 

O. This is a comfortable Truth, I 
pray make me ſenſible of it. 

A. Do not you ſee that all neceſſary 
Knowledge lieth in a very narrow Com- 
paſs; your Duty to God and to your 
Neighbour is contained in a few Words, 
very eaſy to be underſtood and remem- 
bred, where People truly believe in God, 
and heartily deſire to be ſaved. 

Then I truſt I ſhall not periſh, for 
I do believe in God, and I heartily wiſh 
to be ſaved. 

A. You muſt not be deceived in a 
Matter of ſo great Moment. It may be 

ou do not believe in, nor fear, nor love 
God with all your Heart, though you are 


perſuaded you do. 8 
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2. I beg I may ſee my Error, if I am 
in one. 
A. Do you live in any known Sin? If 


you do ſo, you may be ſure you do not 
fear him, who hath Power to deſtroy both 


Body and Soul in Hell. 

It may be, you think, you love Got 
above all Things; but, if you are not con- 
cerned to keep his Laws, and angry with 
yourſelf when you break them, then you. 
do not love God: For this (faith * St. John) 
is the Love of God, that we keep his Com- 
mandments. 

Do you run to God in all your Wants, | 
pray to him, reſt ſatisfied with what he 
orders for you, caſting all your Care upon 
kim +2 If you do not ſo, why then you 
do not oft in him with all your Heart. 

Q. I ſee it is my Duty thus to love, 
and to fear, and to truſt in God ; but I 
am afraid it will be hard for me to do ſo. 

A. Be not diſcouraged; to a well-diſ- 
poſed Mind the Grace of God will make 
every Thing ealy. 

Only remember' that theſe gracious 
Diſpoſitions are to be obtained as well 
your own Endeavours, as by God's Aſhſt. 
ance, That no Man is perfect at once; 
but the Work of the Spirit is fitly com- 


1 John v. 3. 


+ 1 Peter v. 7. 
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pared unto a grain of Muſtard-ſeed*, 
which, though ſmall at firſt, yet ſoon be. 
comes a Tree. 

. What then muſt I do, that I may 
believe, without any doubt, that God go- 
verneth all Things, and that I may chear- 
fully ſubmit to whatever he doth, as the 
beſt ? | 

A. You muſt often conſider that God 
cannot do wrong to his Creatures, which 
he would not have made, if he had hated 
them. 

Remember that the beſt Men do own 
the Juſtice and Goodneſs of God, even 
when they ſmart under his Hand. 

Conſider how ſhort your own Know- 
ledge is; and, as when you firſt ſaw 


Corn flung into the Ground, though it 


did ſeem to you to be loſt, yet you could 
not but think, they that did it had Reaſon 
for it, becauſe they were wiſer than you: 
if you think ſo of God, you will at laſt 
come to be well pleaſed with whatever 
he doth, or permits to be done, and ne- 
ver to murmur at the Ways of his ro- 
vidence. 

. Though it is my Duty to 1 God 
above all Things, yet I am often more 


* Matt. xiii. 31. ; 
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afraid of the Laws, and the Anger of my 
Friends, than of God. 

A. But you will not be ſo, if you ſtrive 
to keep it in your Heart, That his Eyes 
are ever upon you: that his Judgments are 
very terrible: that it is a fearful Thing 
for a Sinner to fall under the Diſpleaſure 
of his Maker. Think much of this, and 
you will learn to fear God more than 
Death. 

Q. Ho muſt I learn to love God? 

A. Conſider how you came to love 
your Parents; was It not becauſe you 
were uſed to go to them upon all Occa- 
lions, and found them always ready to 
bear and to help you. 

Why, now conſider that your Parents 
could not help you wi:hout God's Bleſ- 
ling ; your Mother could not hinder her- 
ſelf from miſcarrying of you; and when 
you were born the could not keep you 
from fad Accidents, from Sickneſs, or 
from Death. It is God who: hath pre- 
lcrved you, whe inviteth you to call up- 
on him in all your Wants, hath promiſed 
to hear, to anſwer, and to be a Father to 
vou, and, if you obey him, to make you 


| happy for ev On. 


Do you therefore accept of this gracious 
Invitation, pray to God for what you 
want, and you will love kim as naturally 

N. 2. AA 
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as the Child doth the Parents that nouriſh 
him. 

Q. But, though it is my Duty to call up- 
on and worſhip God, yet 1 find a Back- 
wardnefs in my Nature to do ſo. 

A. That may be. However, do ſome- 
thing againſt your Inclinations; keep your 
Heart clean, and your Thoughts upon 
your latter End, and pray conſtantly, not- 
withſtanding your Unwillingneſs and Cuf- 
tom, and the Grace of God will make that 
a Del:oht, which is now a Burthen. 

Q. I know I have Reaſon to give God 
Thanks, and yet my Heart is not much 
affected with his Bleſſings. 

A. Therefore you muſt often think of 
his Favours; and when you receive any 
Bleſſing, turn your Thoughts forthwith 
towards God, and fay, This Mercy is from 
him: it is be that gives me Friends: it 
is ne that proſpers me in the Way I go: 
it is God who hath reſtored me to Health: 
It 1s he that refreſhes me every Night 
with Sleep, and every Day preſerveth me 
from Danger. Do this, and you will as 
naturally return im Thanks as defire his 
Bleſſings. 

Q. 1 ſee it is my Duty to put my whole 
Truſt in God; but is it poſſible for me to 
do ſo, when he ſuffers me to fall into Af- 
ligion ? 
A. Yes, 
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A. Yes, ſure, Good Men have always 
done ſo. Though he ſlay me, yet will I 
truſt in him, faith Fob *, 

Remember that it is good to be in Trou- 
Ile *, when God ſees meet, who otherwiſe 
doth not delight in the Miſeries of his 
Creatures. 

O. What will be my Duty when God 

all vet me? 

A. It will be your Dnty to be patient, 
to conſider your Ways, and to turn to 
God immediately, and pray that he may 
make the Troubles of this Life a Means 
of bringing you to a better; and beware 
of ſceking Help from the Devil, as they 
do who make Uſe of Charms, when they, 
or their Goods are in Diſtreſs. 

Q. Muſt I alſo truſt in God, and be- 
lieve that he caretn for me, though I am 
in Poverty? . 

A. You muſt do ſo; For Riches are 
not always a Sign of God's Favour, nor 
Poverty of his Diſpleaſure. 

Remember the Reſolution which Jacob 
made: if God will be with me, and give 
me Bread to eat, and Raiment to put on, 


then ſhall the Lord be my God J. 


Job. xiii. 15, + Pf. cxix. 71. f Gen. xxviil. 20. 


N 3 3 To 
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To comfort yourſelf, and confirm your 
Faith; confider that this is the Work of 
God *: that he can make you ſufficient 
Amends in the next World, for what you 
want in this: That the Poor are expreſly 

declared to be Heirs of his Kingdom t, 

That to be ſure, God hath his Eye 
continually upon the Poor, becauſe he 
hath ſo often commanded others to take 
Care of them. 

Think of theſe Things, and you will 
be content with your Condition, and not 
deſire to better it by unjuſt Ways. 

You will neither envy the Rich, nor 
queſtion the Goodneſs of God. 

. Are the Rich as much bound to 
#ruſt in God as the Poor? 

A. They are: For they depend upon 
God, both for the Enjoyment and Conti- 
nuance of their Riches. For cler make 
themſelves Wings, and fly away: and it is 
God who giveth a Man Power to enjoy what 
he has gotten ||. 

And therefore rich Men are command- 
ed not to be high-mainded, not to truſt in un- 
certain Riches, but in the living God 9. 

To give of their Subſtance to the Poor, 
as @ Debt due io him J. To be thank- 


* x Sam. ii. 7. + Jam. ii. 5. Þ Prov. xxiii. 15. 
j| Eccl, v. 19. 3 vi. 17. J Prov, iii. 27. 


ful, 
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ful, and not to ſpend them upon their 
Luſts. 


ent Q. It is my Duty to honour God's holy 
ou Name and his Word: how ſhall I bring 
e/ly myſelf to do ſo? 
A. Take Care not to ſpeak of God, 
* but when you are ſerious. Conſider often 
e 


that he ſeeth you, and ſo you will be apt 
to do what is moſt for the Honour of his 
Name. . 

And if you often remember that the 
Bible is a Book given by God to teach 
us what we are to believe, and how we 
are to live, that we may attain eternal 
Happineſs; and that your Salvation de- 
pends upon knowing what that Book con- 
taineth : whenever you read or hear it 
read, you will attend to it carefully, en- 
deavour to follow the Directions it gives 
you, never repeat any Part of it but to 
ſerious and holy Purpoſes, and ſo will de- 
light in, and honour his holy Word. 

Q. It is my Duty to ſerve him truly all 
the Days of my Life. But will not neceſ- 
ſary Buſineſs hinder me from doing ſo 
much as 1s required of me ? 

A. No, Whatever God requireth of 
any Man, may be done without neglecting 

bis worldly Buſineſs. £ 
One Day in ſeven, you are forbid to 
labour; do what you are commanded on 

| that 
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that Day, and ſpare a few Minutes every 
Morning and Evening to praiſe God, 
and to aſk his Bleſſing; and then when 
you are at your daily Labour, you are 
ſerving God as truly, and you are as 
certainly on the Way to Heaven, as they 
who are at their Prayers. And this you 


may do all the Days of your Life. 


The PraYER. 


GE ACTOUS God, who alone art wor- 

thy of all our Service, grant that we 
may ſerve and pleaſe thee according to our 
Duty, with all our Heart and Strength ; that 
we may give thee Thanks, and do thee Ho- 
nour ; and that continuing in the Faith, 
and. Fear, and Love of God unto our Life's 
End, we may be made by him eternally hap- 
fy, throvgh J ſus Chriſt. Amem 


—— —— — * 


er.. 


We HAT 1s thy Duty towards 
on thy Neighbour?” | 

A. “ My Duty towards my Netgh- 

« bour is to love him as myſelf, and to 

« dountoall Men, as I would they ſhould 

« do unto me, To love, honour, 2 

40 uc- 


learned the Church Catechiſm. 183 


c ſuccour my Father and Mother. To 
« honour and obey the King, and all 
« that are put in Authority under him. 
« To ſubmit myſelf to all my Governors, 
« Teachers, ſpiritual Paſtors and Maſ- 
« ters. To order mylelf lowly and re- 
“ yerently to all my Betters. To hurt 
“nobody by Word or Deed. To be 
true „ in all my Dealings. To 
« bear no Malice nor Hatred in my 
« Heart, To keep my Hands from pick- 
« ing and ſtealing, and my Tongue from 
« evil ſpeaking, lying and {landering. 
* To keep my Body in Temperance, 
« Soberneſs, and Chaſtity; not to covet 
« or defire other Men's Goods; but to 
learn and labour truly to get my own 
« Living, and to do my Duty in that 
% State of Life unto which it ſhall pleaſe 
« God to call me.” 

Q. Is it not ſufficient that we love, and 
fear, and honour God? 

A. It is not. For we have this Com- 
mandment from God, that he who loveth 
God, loveth his Brother alſo*; and there- 
fore he that faith he loveth God, and hateth 
his Brother, is a Liar ; He neither loveth 
God, nor doth God love him, 


* 1 John iv. 21. 


Q. Who 
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 O. Who is my Nezghbour and Bro- 
ther ? a 

A. Every Perſon who is capable of your 
Love*. For God hath declared us all to 
be Brethren, that we may learn to rejoice 
in one another's. Happineſs, and be con- 
cerned at the Sufferings of each other. 

That we may relieve their Wants, be 
ready to help their Misfortunes, and al- 
ways think the beſt of what they ſay or 
do. 

By which we ſhall ſecure the Favour 
of God, and get ſuch Diſpoſitions as may 
fit us for Heaven, 

And in the mean Time the moſt un- 
learned Perſon hath a Rule to walk by, 
ſuited to his Capacity. 

Q. I pray make me underſtand that ? 
A. Conſider how you love yourſelf. You 
wiſh yourſelf all good Succeſs in your 
Buſineſs; you are ſorry when you mil- 
carty; you never envy yourſelf any Thing 
that is good; you do not love to vex, 
and ſeldom fall out with yourſelf; or, if 
you do, you are ſoon reconciled; why 
thus you will deal with your Neighbour, 
/ you love him as yourſelf, as you are com- 
manded to do. 


* Luke x. 29. 
You 


(ou 
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You are much concerned for your own 
Credit; you are not forward to publiſh 
your own Faults; you know what a Vex- 
ation it is to be deceitfully dealt with; 
and doth not this teach you not to deal 
ſo with others? 

You take it ill to be deſpiſed by thoſe 
below you; why then you muſt not de- 
ſpiſe your Betters, but honour and obey 
them according to their Place and Con- 
dition. 

And this you will do more chearfully, 
when you conſider, That we cannot live 
without one another *. They that go fine, 
and fare well, could not do ſo, if others 
did not labour hard; and they that labour, 
could not live comfortably, they were 
not protected and encouraged. 

So that if the Rich will not love and 
ſupport the Poor, and the Poor will not 
honour and obey, and be faithful to them, 
both Poor and Rich will be Sufferers. 

It is therefore happy for us that God 
hath commanded us to love one another. 

Q. How may we attain to ſuch a Chriſ- 
tian Temper ? 

A. You muſt take all Occaſions of 
wiſhing well, and doing Good to others, 
continually exerciſing your Compaſſion 


* 1 Cor. xii. 21. 
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by relieving the Poor, helping ſuch as are 
in Diſtreſs, comforting the Afflicted, and 
Mourning with them that mourn. ; which 
will /weeten your Temper, and bring you 
to good Nature. 

You muſt beware of taking Pleaſure in 
the Calamities of other Men, though your 
greateſt Enemies: For that would make 
you inhuman, and hard-hearted. | 

You muſt often conſider that all Men 
have a Deſire and a Right to be eaſy, as 
well as you; that you yourſelf have 
Faults; and that you ſtand in Need of 
Pardon from Men, and of Mercy from 
- cs 

But above all conſider that this is God's 
expreſs Command, That we love one an- 
other, without which we cannot be ſav- 
ed. 

Therefore humbly pray to him, that 
he may give you the Spirit of Love“, and 
ſuch Diſpoſitions as he wall graciouſly 
accept of, 

And "A you will find, that be you 
never ſo obedient to your Betters, never 
ſo civil to your Equals, never ſo kind to 
your Inferiors, no Men will profit by it 
more than your ſelf. 


* 2 Tim. i. 7. 
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Q. Will my Love to my Neighbour 


hinder me from ſeeking my juſt Rights by 
Law ? 


A. It will not: But then it mult be 
for Something of Value, and not for 
fuch Tr:fles as it would not hurt you to 
loſe. 

And then it is your Duty, firſt to t 
all friendly Ways; when that will not 
do, you muſt go to Law with a Chriſian 
Temper, without Revenge, without taking 
tedious and ſpiteful Courſes, and vexin 
vour Neighbours and yourſelf without 
Cauſe. 

And laſtly, you are to be ſatisfied with 
what the Law ſhall determine, though it 
be againſt you. 

ON What is my Duty, if my Neigh- 
bour ſpeaketh evil of me ? 

A. If you deſerve ta be evil ſpoken 
of, your going to Law will but open 
People's Mouths. 

But if youare indeed abuſed, you ought. 
privately 20 reprove him that hath done 
«It; if you cannot make him ſenſible of 
his Fault, tell it to his Paſtor, whoſe 
Duty it is to admoniſh him“; and if 
he continue obllinate, f to deny lum the 


* Matth. xvili. 15. + Rubrick before the 
Communion, | | 


O eh 
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Holy . Communion : which is a greater 
Puniſhment than the Law can inflict. 

Your Duty, in the mean while, is pa- 
tiently to bear the Injury, to return Good 
for Evil, freely to forgive, ſincerely to 
pray for him; For ſo hath Chriſt expreſsly 
commanded, Matt. v. 44. 

And for your Comfort, conſider that 
by thus freely forgiving him, you have a 
Right to the gracious Promiſe God made 
of pardoning your Sins ; ſo that you 
become the greateſt Gainer by the Wrong 


that was done you. 
But will not this encourage ill Men 


to Pale their innocent Neighbours? 

A. It is probable it will not*. However 
that be, we are not tobe more concerned 
for our own Reputation, than for the 
Honour and Commands of Jeſus Chriſt; 
who hath alſo ſet us an example, that we 
ſhould follow his fleps; who, when he was 
reviled, reviled not again; but committed 
his cauſe to him that judgeth righiteouſly f. 

Q. What if I cannot forgive thoſe that 
have injured me? | N 

A. Why then, you cannot be ſaved z. 
But if you deſire to lay by that Anger 
which you find feſtering in your Breaſt, 
then you muſt pray to God, and he will 


* Rom, xii. 20. + 1 Pet ii. 23. 1 Matt. vi. 15. 
give 
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give you new Diſpoſitions to forgroe, and | 
to love, and to do Good. 

Q. Will my Duty to my Neighbour 
oblige me at all Times to conceal his 
Faults! 

A. No. Sometimes it is your Duty 
to ſpeak of them; but then it mult be 
with a good Deſign of bringing him to 
Repentance, and to ſuch Perſons as have 
Authority to call him to an Account; 
otherwiſe you are a Backbrter, and as 
ſuch reckon'd- among ſt the moſt ſcandalous 

Offenders *, | 

Q. Mult I love them that do not love 
me? 

A. Yes; or elſe Chriſtianity hath made 
you no better than the Heathens ; for 
even they love thofe that love them. 

But Jeſus Chriſt hath commanded fs 


followers to love their enemies F; that is, to 


oblige them not to ſpeak evil of them, 
but to pray for them, and to do _ 
Good. 

Q. May not I be true and juſt in _ 
Dealings, and yet make myſelf as good a 
Bargain as I can? 

A. Only conſider, that if the Perſon 
you deal with, makes himſelf an 11] Bar- 
gain, out of Neceſſity, or out of Ignorance, 


* Rom. i. 28. + Matth. v. 44- 
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or out of Fear, it is a wicked Thing to 
take Advantage of him; and though you 
may defend it by Law, you cannot anſwer 


It to God. 


What is my Duty if I have wrong- 
ed my Neighbour ? 

A. You are bound to acknowledge 
your Fault, and make him what amends 
you can; to afk God's Pardon, and then 
you may hope for Forgiveneſs; for this 
is what you would expect from others, 
This is the Rule we ſhall be judged by, 
and therefore this is the Rule we ſhould 
hve by, Whatſoever ye would that men 


ould do unto you, do you even ſo to them *. 


But ſhall unlearned People know 
to walk at all Times by this Rule ? 

A. Remember what St. John ſaith, He 
that loveth his Brother, abideth in the light, 
and there is no occaſion of ſtumbling in him, 
that is, xis love will direct him what to dot, 
and will not ſuffer him' to do Wrong to 
others, either in Word or Deed. _ For love 
worketh no Il to tts Neighbour ; thinketh 


0 evil, and therefore ſpeaks none; beareth 


all things, belicveth all things, hopeth all 
things, endureth all things . 

Q. Is Lying againſt that Love which 
we owe to our Neighbour ö 


* Matt. vii, 12. + 1 John ii. 10. f 1 Cor. xvi, 


A. 
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A. Yes, fure. And if you conſider 
what Miſchief it doth, how ill you take it 
to be deceived yourſelf; how ill you take 
it to be ſuſpetted of Lying; you will be 
convinced that it is a bale Vice, and that 
there is great Reaſon for thoſe terrible 
Threatenings *, which we find in God's 
Word, againſt ſuch as are guilty. of this 
Sin, That they ſhall be caſt into Hell. 

What are the Rules of Temperance, 
Soberneſs, and Chaſtity, which a Chriſtian 
is to walk by? 

A. Whether ye eat or drink, or what- 
ever ye do, do all to the Glory of-God Þt ; 
That 1s, take Care that the Name of God 
and Religion be not evil ſpoken of by 
your Exceſs in thete Things. 

Let us walk honeſtly, as in the Day, 
not in Rioling and Drunkenneſs, not in 
Chambering and Wantonneſs . For no 
Man that doth fo can with any true De- 
light think of the Joys of Heaven. 

Take Heed to yourſelves, leſt at any Time 
your Hearts be over-charged with ſurfeiting 
and Drunkenne/s, and ſo that Day come up- 
on you unawares . | 

For ſure it is that they who give them- 
ſelves up to Intemperance, are in great 


* Rev. xxi. + 1 Cor. x. 31. 1 Rom. xiii. 13. 
; [| Luke xxi. 34. 
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— of dying 1n their Sins unrepented 
0 
And the Reaſon of all this Caution is 
plain. Religion is a very ſerious Thing, 
requireth our molt ſerious Thoughts; and 
the more we delight in this Life, the leſs 
we fhall think of the next, and of that 
Sel/-denialt which the Goſpel hath made a 
Chriſtian Duty. 
. What Reaſon have we to be con- 
tented, and not to deſtre other Men's 
Good's? 
A. Becauſe our own Condition is cer- 
tainly beſt for us, being the Appoinment 
of a juſt and good God, who can make us 
Amends for what we want here. 
And becaufe in a very fhort Time we 
ſhafl have no Need of thefe Things. 
Is not Poverty a great Evil? 
K. It is very far from being ſo, when 
it is brought upon us by God's Provi- 
dence. The Poor have a Right to many 
comfortable Promiſes: and it is very ſure 
there are more that have Reaſon: to la- 
ment that ever they were rich, than ſuch 
as complain that they had not ter Por- 
tion in this Life. | 
Q. May we not then endeavour to 
better our r ? 
A. Yes, by God's Bleſſing, upon an ho- 
neſt Induſtry; but no Man ſhould deſire 
to 
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to live in Plenty here, and hazard his Sal- 
vation for it; nor ſtrive to leave his Chil- 
dren a great deal, and to go to Hell for 
his Covetouſuels and ill Dealing. 

Q. May I do what I pleaſe with what 
is juſtly my own ? | 

A. No. But you muſt do Good with 
it. Firſt, live decently yourſelf, provide 


for your own Houſe, that is, ſuch of your 


Relations as are in Want, and then re- 
lieve the Poor with what you can well 
ſpare. And ſo you will ſhew your Thank- 
fulneſs to God, and he will reward you for 
* 

And this is the beſt Security you can 
have, that you ſhall never want. 

He that giveth unto the Poor, lendeth 
unto the Lord, and that which he hath 
given, will he pay him again f. 

D. Will thefe Commandments direct 
me in whatever State of Life it ſhall 
pleaſe God to call me unto? 

A. Yes; only remember that you never 
act againſt your Conſcience. Reſolve to 
follow the Truth, when you know it, 
whether it is for, or againſt you; in 
doubtful Caſes conſult your ſpiritual 
Guide, and pray to the moſt High, and he 
will direct your Ways. 


+ Prov. Xi 19. 


The 


* Matt. xxv. 34. 
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The PRAYER. 


Lord Fefus Chriſt, who haſt loved us, 

and given thyſelf for us, give us Grace 
to love, and to forgive, and to do Good. 
And that running the Way of thy Com- 
mandments, we may live and die thy 
Servants, and find Mercy at the great 
Day. Amen. 


SE C T. 
0. * Y good Child, know this, 


cc that thou art not able to 
« do theſe Things of thyiclf, nor to walk 
« in the Commandments of God, and to 
« ſerve him without his ſpecial Grace, 
« which you muſt learn at all Times to 
« call for by diligent Prayer; let me 
* hear therefore if thou canſt fay the 
« Lord's Prayer?” 
A. © Our Father, which art in Hea- 
« ven. Hallowed be thy Name. Thy 
« Kingdom come. Thy Will be done on 
« Farth, as it 1s in Heaven, Give us 
* this Day our daily Bread. And forgive 
« us our Treſpaſſes, as we forgive them 


« that treſpaſs againſt us. And lead us 
* not 
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te not into Temptation, but deliver us 
« from Evil. Amen.“ 

. What deſireſt thou of God in this 
r | 

A. © deſire my Lord God, our 
« heavenly Father, who is the Giver 
e of all Goodneſs, to ſend his Grace 
* unto me, and to all People, that we 
may worſhip him, ſerve him, and 
* obey him as we ought to do. And I 
« pray unto God that he will ſend us all 
“Things that be needful both for our 


Souls and Bodies; and that he will be 


% merciful unto us, and forgive us our 
Sins; and that it will pleaſe him to 
« fave and defend us in all Dangers 
* ghoſtly and bodily; and that he will 
* keep us from all Sin and Wickedneſs, 
* and from our ghoſtly Enemy, and 
* from everlaſting Death. And this I 
« truſt he will do of his Mercy and 
«* Goodneſs, through our Lord Jeſus 
* Chriſt. And therefore I ſay, Amen. 
« So be it.“ 

2. Cannot we keep the Commands of 
God when we know them, and the Dan- 
ger of breaking them? 

A. It is very ſure of ourfelves we can- 
not: and it is becauſe People do net 
conſider this, that there is ſo much Wick- 
edneſs in the World. They. are _— 
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of themſelves, and they will not aſk Help 
of God. 

Q. How may we be convincet that 
of ourſelves we are able to do theſe 
Things ? 

A. Becauſe the Laws of God are 
owned to be holy, juſt and good, and 
yet Men tranſgreſs them, though they fee 
the Danger of doing ſo. So that neither 
the Reaſonableneſs of the Laws, nor the 
Greatneſs of the Lawgiver; neither the 
Threatening of the next Life, nor the 
Puniſhments of this, are ſufficient to 
make us obedient, without God's ſpecial 
Grace, which therefore we are taught at all 
Times to pray for. 5 

9 May we hope that God will give 
us the Aſſiſtance we pray for? | 

A. Yes. For he bach commanded us 
to pray to him; he hath promiſed to 
hear and anſwer us; and is well pleaſed 
with ſuch, as being ſenſible of their own 
Miſery, do come to him for Help *. 

Q. And what will be the Advantages 
of praying conſtantly ? : 

A. It will create in your Heart a true 
Love for God, to whom you go upon 
all Occaſions; and ſince you are to beg 
his Bleſſing upon every Work, you will 
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undertake Nothing but what you hope will 
pleaſe him. You will learn to be thank- 
ful yourſelf, and teach others to own, to 
depend upon, and to glorify God. 

Q. What are the Things we ſhould 
chiefly pray for? 

A. For the Knowledge of God and 
his Ways. | 

For Pardon of our Sins, and Grace to 
do his Will; for his Favour and Protec- 
ion to keep us from falling. 

And we have the Promiſe of Chriſt, 
that if we ſeck theſe Things in the firſt 
Place*, God will ſupply all our Wants. 

: 2. May we not pray for other Bleſ- 
nos! | 
A. Yes. Only remember that God 
alone knows what 1s beſt for us; who 
hath given us this general Promiſe, which 
we ſhould be contented with : That all 
Things ſhall work together for Good to thoſe 
that love God tr, who beſt knows what 


Share of Health, of Riches, of Proſperity 


or Succeſs, will be good for us; to whom 
therefore we ſhould ſubmit all our De- 
ſires, 


O. How muſt we pray that we may be 
heard ? | 


+ Rom, viii. 28. 
A, Poſ- 


* Matt. vi. 33. 
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| A. Poſſeſs your Heart with a true 
Senſe of what you want; think how 
little able you are to help yourſelf; look 
up to Almighty God, and depend upon 
his Goodneſs and Promiſes in Jeſus 
Chriſt, for whoſe Sake he will hear, and 
do what is belt for us . 

Who, in Compaſſion to our Infirmities, 
and that the moſt ignorant Perſon may 
not want Words, wherein he may pray to 
God, he therefore hath given us a moſt er- 
ect Form of Prayer, which all Chriſtians 
ſhould endeavour to underſtand. 

« Our Father, which art in Heaven:“ 

D. Why are we taught to begin our 
Prayers after this Manner? 

A. That we may pray with Aſſurance 
of being favourably heard. For vs a Fa- 
ther Picieth his own Children, /o the Lord 
pitieth them thai frar hum F. 

But then we muſt remember that he is 
in Heaven, and as the Diſtance betwixt 
Heaven and Earth is great, fo is the 
Lord far above the mightieſt on Earth; 
therefore we mull pray to him vil great 
Humility. 

And to him only: for to pray to any 
Creature, is great Sin and Folly ; it is 
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to deſpiſe our heavenly Father, to whom 


Chriſt drretts us to go. 
To whom we muſt pray, not for our- 


ſelves only, but for all Eſtates and Condi- 


tions of Men; for we are all Brethren, 
end he 1s our Father *. 


% Hallowed be thy Name.“ 
Q. What dove pray for inthefe Words? 
A. We pray that the Greatneſs, and 


Wiſdom, and Goodneſs of God may 


be ſo known and acknowledged, that all 


Men may give Glory, and Honour, and 


Power to him, who hath created all Things. 
And for ourſelves, we pray that we may 
lead holy Lives, that the Name of God 
may never be blaſphemed amongſt wick- 


ed Men, through our Diſobedience to 


his Laws; but that, ſceing our good Works, 


they may glorify our Father which is in 
Heaven f. 


„Thy Kingdom come.” 


9 What do we pray for when we ſay 
theſe Words? 

A. We pray God that his Ways may 
be known upon Earth, his ſaving Health 
among all Nations . To which End we 
beſeech him to bleſs the Labours of them 
that preach the Goſpel, that the Laws of 
Chriſt may be ſubmitted to, and his King- 


* Mal. ü. 10. J Mark v. 6. 1 Pl. lx. 5. 
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dom may never be taken from us, but 
that he may rule in our Hearts by his 
Holy Spirit, and ſubdue all our evil Af. 
fections, ſo that Sin and Satan may never 
get the Dominion over us, but that ue 
may come to his everlaſting Kingdom. 

« Thy, Will be done in Earth as it is 
« in Heaven.“ 

Q. What do ve deſire in this Petition? 

A. We pray that all Men may do 
their Duty, in that State of Life in which 
the Providence of God hath placed them, 

And particularly, that he would give 


own Wills and Defires, that we may love 
and chearfully obey his Laws; that we 
may know his Will, and take Delight in 
doing it; for /o the Angels of God are ſtill 
diſpoſed. 
« Give us this Day our daily Bread.” 
Q. What do we here pray fr? 
A. We beg of God, who knoweth what 
we have Need of, that we may not want 
what is neceſſary for a comfortable ife: 
that he will bleſs all our honeſt Endea- 
vours; and that we may never uſe ſuch 
Ways to get a Livelihood, which we know 
he will never bleſs. And thus we pray 
every Day, to keep in our Hearts a con- 
ſtant Senſe ofour Dependence upon God's 


Providence, which is our beſt Security. : 
An 
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And we only aſk for Neceſſaries for 
one Day, becauſe we are ſure that he who 
giveth to-day, can do ſo to-morrow ; 


for which, therefore, we defire to take no 


Thought. 

« And forgive us our Treſpaſſes, as we 
« forgive them that treſpaſs againſt us” 

Q. What do we here pray for? 

A. That God would be merciful unto 
us, and forgive us our Sins; that he 
would not puniſh us as we juſtly deſerve; 
for ſo he hath promiſed to all fuch as 
confeſs and forſake their Sins. | 

For which gracious Promiſe, we ſhew 
ourſelves thankful, in freely forgiving all 
that have offended us. 

And we pray for Pardon, and we for- 
give others as conſtantly as we alk our 
daily Bread, becauſe Life itſelf would be 
a Burthen without Hopes of Mercy. 

« And lead us not into Temptation, 
but deliver us from Evil.” 

Q. What do we pray for 1 in this Peti- 
tion? 

A. We pray that God, who only can 
forgive Sins, may prevent us by his Grace, 
that we may never force him to leave us 
to ourſelves, nor ſuffer us to be tempted 
above what we are able to bear. 

For we are in the midſt of an evil 
World, from which, and from our own 
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evil Hearts, and from the violent Aſſaults 
of Satan, the Author of all Evil, and 
from eternal Death, the worſt of Evils, 
we pray God to deliver us, and to give us 
Grace to keep out of the Way of Tempt- 
ations, as much as may be; to be care- 
ful of our Ways, and never to truſt in our 
own Strength, but in the living God. 
And eſpecially we pray, that we me 
never live in any known Sin. 

« For thine is the Kingdom, and the 
« Power, and the Glory, for ever and 
Speer.“ 

2. Why are theſe Words added to 
this Prayer ? 

A. To put us in Mind to whom we 
have been praying; that we may acknow- 
ledge his Power to help and to defend us; 
for 5 is the King of all the World, to 
him we owe for all the Good we have or 
can receive, to him therefore we give- all 
Honour and Glory for ever. 

« Amen,” that us, “ So be it.“ 

Why do we add this to all our 
Prayers 5 

A. We do, by adding this, 4 
that we do affent to what bath been ſaid, 
and deſired with all our Hearts it may be 
granted. © | 

n expebied that ſuch as cannot 
read ſhould pray ? 
A. It 
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A. It is an Unhappineſs that People 
cannot read, but God forbid that ſhould 
hinder them from praying, Whoever 
hath Senſe to know that he is a Sinner, 
or that he wants God's Help, is bound 0 
pray as well as he can. 

If ſuch a Perſon wants a Kindneſs 
from his Neighbour, he will know how 
to aſk it; if he is to aſk it of his Betters, | 
he will think of doing it after a becoming 
Manner, will wait with Patience, and re- 
ceive it chankfully. 

Why let him ſo behave himſelf rowards 
God, and God, who is ever pleaſed with 
the Defires of a Heart truly ſenſible of its 
Miſery and Wants, will eafily underſtand, 
and favourably anſwer his Requeſts. 

Q. How often ſhould we pray? 

A. We ſhould pray without ceaſing , 
that is, we ſhould let no Day paſs without 
begging God's Bleſſing, and giving him 
Thanks for his Mereies: 

That we ſhould take all Occafions in- 
lifting up our Hearts to God for every 
Blefling we receive, for every Danger we 
elcape, and for every Afflition we meet 
with. 

Our Meals ſhould put us in Mind that 
we do not live by Bread alone; that, there- 


*'; Theſſ. v. 17. 
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fore, his Bleſſing muſt make our Meat to ds 
us Good *. 

In our Buſineſs, we ſhould remember 
that it is but loſt Labour to riſe early, and 
tale late Reſt, if hebleſsnot our Endeavours, 
that ſo we may pray God to ſpeed us f. 

In the Morning we ſhould pray God to 
bleſs our Labours, and in the Evening to 
defend us from the: Powers of Darkneſs; 
and they that do not do ſo have no Rea- 
ſon to expett his Bleſſing. 

. What elſe ſhould I know concern- 
ing this Duty ? 

A. Only, that whenever you pray, tag 
take Care to do it with Reverence, not for- 
getting the Diſtance there is betwixt God, 
who 1s in Heaven, and his needy. Crea- 
tures on Earth.. 

And though all Poſtures are acceptable 


moſt humble will beſt become us miſerable 
Sinners, when we come before the moſe 
High Gd. 
And, above-all Things, take Care that, 
ou live well, as well as pray; 1/,any Man 
be a Worſhipper of God, and doth. his Will, 
hum he heareth J. 
And then. you may ſay with St. John, 
(1 1 John v. 14.) This is the Confidence that. 


Deut. vii. 3. f. Pſ. cxxvii. 3. f John ix. 31. 
we 
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we have in him, that if we aſk any Thang ac- 
cording to his Will, he heareth us. 


The PRAYER. 


LESSED be thy Name, O God, for this 

great Privilege of laying our Wants be- 
fore thee, and for the great Hopes we have 
of being heard. Make us ever ſenſible of 
our Wants, and of thy Power and Goodneſs 
to help us, that at all Times we may call 
upon thee by diligent Prayer. And hear us, 
King of Heaven, when we call upon thee 
in the Name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; 
that we may effeflually obtain the Relief 
of our Neceſſities, and ever give thee Praiſe 
for the ſame, through Feſus Chriſt our Lord. 


Amen. | 


— — >. 


t the. 3 'S 


moſt. SECT. xiv. 


that, * Bo Hs many Sacraments hath 

| 4 © Chriſt ordained in his 
Will, „ Church?“ 
A. “ Two only, as generally neceſſa 


John, « to Salvation; that is to ſay, Baptiſm 
e that. « and the Supper of the Lord.“ 5 
Q. © What meaneſt thou by this Word 
* « Sacrament?“ 


we 4A. 41 
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A. © I mean an outward and viſible 
* Sign of an inward and ſpiritual Grace, 
« given unto us, ordained by Chriſt him- 
« ſelf, as a Means whereby we receive 
„ the ſame, and a pledge to aſſure us 
« thereof.” 

Q. « How many Parts are there in a 
« Sacrament ?”? | 

A. Two: the outward viſible Sign; 
*« and the inward ſpiritual Grace.“ 

2. Why are theſe Two Sacraments 
generally neceſſary to Salvation *? 

A. Becaule' without God's Grace we 
cannot be ſaved, and God hath determined 
to give his Grace to thoſe only who ſeek 
it in the devout Uſe of theſe Sacraments, 
where his Providence affords them. 

By which Sacraments we bind ourſelves 
to be God's faithful Servants, and God 
obligeth himſelf to give us all Graces ne- 
ceſſary to fit us for Heaven. 

2. Why are the Sacraments called 
Means of - Drops 

A. Becauſe the Grace of God doth 
always accompany them, when they are 
adminiſtered and received according to 
the Appointment of Chriſt, and in Obe- 
dience to his Command. 


* Eph. il. 8. 
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For though they have no Virtue in 
themſelves to ſave us , yet by the Bleſſ- 
ing of Chriſt upon his own Ordinance, 
and through Faith in Him, they become 
Means of the greateſt Comfort and Salva- 
tion to all ſuch as receive them worthily. 

Q. How do they become Means of lo 
great Comfort ? 

A. By giving every Chriſtian an Op- 
portunity of claiming God's Promiſe of 
Pardon and Grace, and of applying them 
to himſelf. 

For the Sacraments are Pledges or Se- 
curities given by Chriſt to his Church, to' 
aflure all his faithful Servants that God 


will as certainly give them the inward and 


ſpiritual Grace, as they do partake of the 


outward and viſible Sign, with holy Diſ- 
poſitions and Purpoſes of obeying his 
Laws. 


O. Did Chriſt orduin Trio Sacraments 
only, as generally neceſſary to Salva- 
tion ? 

A. He ordained no more; and theſe 
are ſufficient to bring us into, and to keep 
us in Covenant and Favour with God. 

For by Baptiſm, we are admitted into 


the Church of Chriſt, and have all the 
* 2 Pet. iii. 12. 


Bleſſings 
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Bleſſings of the Goſpel made over to 
us *. 
And the Lord's Supper is the ſtanding 
Means of reconciling us to God, when, 
through Weakneſs or Temptations, ve 
have departed from him. 
. What is the outward viſible 
« Sign or Form in Baptiſm?” 

A. © Water wherein the Perſon is 
« baptiſed, in. the Name of the Father, 
„ and of the Son, and of the Holy 
volt.“ | 

Q. © What is the inward and fpiritual 
« Grace?” 

A. © A Death unto Sin, and a New 
« Birth unto Righteouſneſs: for being 
« by Nature born in Sin, and the Chil 
« dren of Wrath, we are hereby made 
« the Children of Grace.“ 

. © What is required of Perſons to 
« be baptiſed ?”” | 

A. “ Repentance, whereby they for- 
« fake Sin; ard Faith, whereby they 
« ſtedfaſtly believe the Promiſes of God 
made to them in that Sacrament.” 

Q. « Why then are Infants. baptiſed, 
* when, by Reaſon of their tender Age, 
* they cannot perform them?“ 


* x Cor. xii. 13. 
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A. © Becauſe they promiſe them both 
« by their Sureties ; which Promiſe, when 
« they come to Age, themſelves are 
« bound to perform.” 

Q. Was the Sacrament of Baptiſm or- 
dained by Chriſt himſelf ? 

A. It was in theſe Words: Go ye, and 
teach all Nations, baptifong them in the Name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghoſt *. | 

Which Command the Apoſtles obſerv- 
ed: they preached the Goſpel, and as 
many as believed the Word, them they 
baptiſed 7. By this Sacrament, adding to 
the Church daily ſuch as ſhould be ſaved g; 
Baptiſm being the Door by which we en- 
ter into the Houſe, Family, and Church 
of God. 

Holding it neceſſary to baptiſe with 
Water, even thoſe that had received the Holy 
Ghoſt *, Teaching us that this Com- 
mand of Chriſt, where it may be duly 
obſerved, is not to be neglefed on any Ac- 
count whatever. | 

Q. What is ſignified and aſſured to us 
by this outward Sign in Baptiſm ? 

A. That ,as the Body is waſhed by 
Water, in the Name of the Father, Son, 


» Matt. xxvin. 19. + 40s ii. 28. f Ver. 47. 
|| Acts x. 47. 
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and Holy Ghoſt ; ſo is the Soul, thus de. 
s to God, cleanſed from all its Sing, 
by the Blood of Chri ; the Perſon baptiſ. 
ed is made a viſible Member of Chrilt's 
Church, and hath thereby a Right to ma- 
ny great and precious Promiſes. 
What are the Promiſes and Bleſſ. 
ings which by . we have a Right 


to? 


A. That though we were born in Sin, 
yet God will deal with us as if we were 
innocent. 

That having by Nn no Right to 
Heaven and Happineſs, he doth now give 
us a Title to both. 

And becauſe of ourſelves we are not 

able to walk, and to pleaſe God, he doth 
in Baptiſm give us his Holy $pirit, to 
enable us both to know and to do our 
Duty. 
Which good Spirit, if we do not grieve 
him, will continue to guide and to aſſiſt 
us unto our Lives End, diſpoſe us to Ho- 
lineſs, help us to overcome our ſpiritua 
Enemies, and bring us to Heaven *. 

Q. Have all Perſons a Title to theſe 
Bleilings, who have been rightly baptiſed? 

A. Yes; but then this Title may be 
Joſt, if it is not looked after when you 


* Eph. iv. 30. 
come 
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come to Years of Diſcretion; that is, if 


you do not perform what was promiſed for 
you. 


Q. Why then was not our Baptiſm de- 


ferred until we came to Years of Diſcre- 
tion ? 


A. Becauſe it was ever eſteemed a great 
Bleſſing to be ſandtiſied, that is, dedicated 
to God as Toon as might be, that by his 
good Spirit he might diſpoſe us to Holi- 


neſs, and by his good Angels, which are 


appointed to miniſter to them which ſhall be 
Heirs of Salvation “, guard us from the At- 
tempts of evil Spirits. 5 

Therefore were the Children of the 
Jews received into Covenant at eight 
Days old; and Jeſus Chriſt ſaith, that of 
ſuch is the Kingdom, that is, the Church of 
God f. 

And therefore are Children of Chriſt- 
ian Parents baptiſed ; becauſe the Promiſes 
are lo them 7, as well as to their Parents; 
and it is with good Reaſon ſuppoſed, 
that when they come to know what Pri- 
vileges they have a Right to, they will 
look after, and ſtrive to obtain them. 

Q. Since then I am come to Age, 


what muſt I do to be ſure of theſe Bleſſ- 
ings ? 


* Heb. i. 14. + Mark x. 1. f Acts ii. 11. 
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worldly Luſts; not to confent to known 


his Favour, you will do fo likewiſe; re- 


was baptiſed, and which I am bound to 
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A. You muſt endeavour to underſtand 
and perform thoſe neceſſary Things which 
are required of all Perſons before they are 
baptiſed, and which were promiſed in your 
Name“. Theſe are Repentance and Faith, 
without which Baptiſm vill not profit you. 

What doth the Promiſe of Repen- 
tance bind me to? 

A. You are bound to forſake all wick- 
ed Courſes; to deny all Ungodlineſs and 


Sin, but to ſerve God to the beſt of your 
Knowledge and Power, doing what he 
hath commanded, and avoiding what he 
bath forbidden: for fo every dutiful Child 
behaves himſelf towards his Father; and 
if you are a Chnd of God, and hope for 


membring that he that nameth the Name 
07 Chriſt, that is, every true Chriſtian, 
muſt depart from Tniquity f. 

. What is that Faith into which I 


take upon myſelf? 

A. You are bound to receive the Goſ- 
pel of Jeſus Chriſt, as that which contain- 
eth the whole Will of God neceſfary to 
be known by Men. 


Acts ii. 38. viii. 37. + 2 Tim. ii. 19. 


In 


Heaven. 
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In which Goſpel is made known to us 
the Way by which God will ſave us, that 
is, by Faith in eſus Chriſt, who came into 
the World to ſave Sinners, who died for our 
Sin, and roſe again for our Juſti cation *; 
and hath commanded us to follow his 
Steps, that, as he died, and roſe again for 
us, ſo ſhould we that are baptiſed, die from 
Sm, and riſe again unto Righteouſneſs f. 

Which if you ſtrive to do, then may 
you put your whole Truſt and Confidence 
in * Chriſt; depend upon God's Pro- 
miſe of Pardon, Favour and Aſſiſtance; 
and may be well aſſured that you are in 
a State of Salvation, and in the Way to 


The PraAYEzR 


T do heartily thank thee, O heavenly 

Father, for thy Word and Sacraments, 
beſeeching thee, that they may become effec- 
tual Means of Grace to us, through ' Faith 
in Jeſus Chriſt. Grant that, as we have 
been born again by Water and the Holy 
Ghoſt, and made Heirs of thy Kingdom, 
we may continue in the Number of thy 
faithful Servants unto our Lives' End. 
Give us Grace, that we may never grieve 


„Mark xvi. 16. + 1 Tim. i. 15. 
Q 2 a thy 
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thy Holy Spirit, by which we are ſanfified ; | 


but that, walking anſwerable to our Chriſt- 
ian Calling, we may enjoy the everlaſting 
Benefit of that heavenly Waſhing, and may 


come to. the eternal Kingdom which thou haſt 


prope. te . our Lord. Amen. 


* 


„ er. 
Q. © 0 \ 7 HY was the Sacrament of 


the Lord's Supper or- 
« dained?“ 

Be Sl For the continual Remembrance 
« of the Sacrifice of the Death of Chriſt, 
« and of the Benefits which we receive 
« thereby.” 
2. « What is the outward Part or 
Sign of the Lord's Supper.“ 
A. Bread and Wine which the Lord 
« hath commanded to be received.” 

Q. « What is the inward Part, or 
Thing fgnified 2 

A. * The Body and Blood of Chrift, 
„ which are verily and indeed taken and 
« received by the Faithful in the Lord's 
Supper.“ 


2. What are the Benefits whereof. 


« we are Partakers thereby?“ 
A. The ſtrengthening and refreſhing 


« of our Souls by the Body and Blood of 


« Chriſt, 


11 


—— 
— 
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« Chriſt, as our Bodies are by the Bread 
« and Wine.” | | 

Q. “ What is required of them who 
« come to the Lord's Supper?“ 

A. To examine themſelves, whether 
e they repent them truly of their former 
« Sins, ſtedfaſtly purpoſing to lead a new 
« Life; have a lively Faith in God's 
« Mercy, through Chriſt, with a thankful 
« Remembrance of his Death; and to be 
„in Charity with all Men.” | 

Q. When was the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper ordained by Chriſt? 

A. The ſame Night in which he was be- 
trayed, when he took Bread, and, having 
given Thanks, he brake it, and ſaid, Tale, 
eat, This i; my Body whach is broken for you, 
This do in Kemembrance of me. After the 


fame Manner alſo he took the Cup, when he 


had ſupped, ſaying, This Cup is the New. 
Teſtament in my Blood, This do ye as oft as 
ye drink it, in Remembrance of me. For, 
as oft as ye eat this Bread, and drink this. 
Cup, ye do ſhew. the Lord's Death till he 
come *, a; 

Q. What are we to learn from: theſe 
Words of the Apoſtle? 158 

A. That it is our Duty to T Jeep up 
a continual Remembrance of the Death of. 


® 1. Cor, xi. 23, &c. f Luke xxii. 19. 


Q 3 Chr i/t, 
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Chriſt, whereby alone we obtain i on r 


our Sins. 
That to do this, we are to meet toge- 
ther (as often as God's Miniſter giveth us. 
Notice) to declare and repreſent his. 
Death, by breaking Bread, and pouring 
out Wine, and giving Thanks to God, 
for ſending his Son to teach us our Duty, 
and to die for our Sins. 

That we are to eat that Bread, and 
drink that Wine, in Token that we ſe- 
riouſly purpole, and take the Sacrament 
upon it, to continue Chriſt's faithful Ser- 
vants, by doing his Vill to the beſt of our 
Power. 

By all which we acknowledge our own 
fad and finful Condition, and that we 
have no Hopes but in the Merits of 
Chriſt ; but that we believe his Death to 
be a full, perfect, and ſufficient Sacrifice, 
Oblation, and Satisfattion for the Sins of 
the whole World. 

Q. What Benefits may we hope for 
by remembring the Death of Chriſt after 
this religious Manner ? 

A. We may expett and depend upon 
the Pardon of all our Sins *, and Grace 
and Strength to do our Duty, and eternal 
Haypineſs when we die, And we may 


* 


» Rom. v. 10. 


a8 
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as certainly expect theſe Benefits, as we 


can hope for Strength and Refreſhment 


from Food. For God, who. ſpared not his 


own Son, but delivered him up for us all, 
how ſhall he not with him alſo freely give us 
all Things *? 

Q. Do all that go to the Lord's Table 
find there theſe Benefits? 

A. No. But they only who receive 
this Sacrament worthzly ? 

Q. How mult we prepare ourſelves to 
receive it worthily?ꝰ 

A. The Church, following the Apoſtles? 
Rule, giveth you this ſhort and plain Di- 
rettion: you muſt examine yourſelf con- 
cerning your Repentance, your Faith, and 
your Charity. 

Q. How muſt we examine ourſelyes, 
concerning our Repentance 9 

A. You muſt firſt examine your Heart, 
whether you know what a ſinful, helpleſs 
Creature you are, and liable to the Wrath 
of God; for then you will ſee the Neceſ- 
fity and the Bleſſing of a Redeemer, and 
not till then; Becauſe they that be whole 
need not a ahi ages but they that be ſick. 

Then ſee whether the great Danger you 
are in, will diſpoſe you to conſider your 
Ways, to confefs your Sins to God, to 


„ Rom, viii. 32. 


lay 
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lay before him your Want, and your De- 
ſire of Mercy, and to beſeech him, as for 
your Life, to pardon you. This is what 
is required of you, and this you will do, 
if you remember That the Wages of Sin is 
Death *, even Death eternal, where it is 
not repented of. 

You muſt therefore, in the laſt Place, 
examine yourſelf whether you reſolve to 
amend your Ways for the Time to come, 
ſtedfaſtly purpoſing to lead a new Life; 
And to bring forth Fruits meet nd * 
tance f. 

. How muſt I examine myfelf con- 
cerning my Faith? 

A. You muſt conſider whether you do 
indeed believe the Goſpel ; that Chriſt is 
in Heaven, and by the Merits of his 
Death making Interceſſion for us: that 
God for his Sake will be reconciled'to all 
repenting Sinners : that he vill fave 
them from Death eternal, and give them. 
everlaſting Life. 

If you believe theſe Things and reſolve 
to live like one who doth ſo, Never look- 
ing upon your own Works, but upon the 


Mercy of God in Feſus ch. giving. 


Nom. vi. 23. + Matt, ii. 8. 1 Hab. vii 24. 
Rom. v. 10. 


hearty 


learned the Church Catechiſm, 189 


hearty Thanks to God for his Death, then 
is your. Faith ſuch as will ſave ou. 

Q. How muſt I examine myſelf con- 
cerning my Charity ? 

A. You muſt examine your Heart, 
whether you have ſuch a good Will to- 
wards all Men as becometh Brethren; for 
we are, all of one Family, Partakers of 
the ſame Bread, we therefore ought to be 
of one Mind and of one Soul, ready to love, 

to help, and to pray for one another. 

Whether you are willing to give Satiſ- 
action, and to alk Pardon of ſuch as may 
have taken Offence at your Words or Ac- 
tions, or have been injured by you. 

Ready to forgive ſuch as have injured 
you, as you expect Forgivenneſs of your Of 
fences at God's Hand, 

This is what Jeſus Chriſt hath 3 
required * of all ſuch as come to offer 
themſelves or their Prayers to God, and 
then he will accept their Sacrifice, 

Q. Then even an unlearned Perſon, 
who means well, and will do his beſt, 
may be a worthy Communicant? | 

A. There is no doubt of it. The 
Lord's Supper was ordained for the Bene- 
fit of all Sorts of People, Poor and Rich, 
ignorant and learned, People of Buſineſs, 


* Matt. v. 23. 
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as well as thoſe that have Leiſure. For in 
few Words: | 

If a Man is ſenſible of his Sins and 
Weakneſſes, and ſorry for them: 

If he deſires and purpoſes in his Heart 
to keep God's Commandments to the beſt 
of his Knowledge and Power : 

And truſting in God for Grace and A.- 
fiſtance, goeth to the Lord's Supper to ob- 
tain them: Such a Perſon will receive that 
Sacrament to his great and endleſs Comfort. 

O. How comes it then that ſo many 
neglett a Duty ſo plain and eaſy, and yet 
fo neceſſary and comfortable? 

A. Becauſe there are many who think 
not of their Souls, or ofa World to come. 
There are many who know they muſt 
repent, that is, change their Way of Liv- 
ing, upon their going to the Sacrament, 
but think that too great a Trouble. 

And there are very many whopurpoſeto 
reform, but cannot reſolve to begin, andtoo 
often defer it till it is too late to profit them. 

Theſe are for the moſt Part the true Rea- 
ſons, whatever elſe is pretended, why ſo many 
turntheir Backs upon this holy Sacrament. 

2. But may not People be hindered by 
Scruples of Conſcience ? 


A. Yes: the Church ſuppoſes they | 
may, and dire&s ſuch Perſons what to 
do: They are to go to ſome Minifter of _ 
' | Word 
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Word, and open their Grief: and if they 
are in Earneſt, there is no Doubt but they 
may receive Satisfattion. So that every 
Man may know, whether his not going 
to the Sacrament proceeds from a real 
Scruple, or from the Corruption of @ deceit- 


ful Heart. He who is not concerned to 


remove his Scruples, is ſurely. not much 
afflicted with them. 

2. This Sacrament being ſo divine and 
comfortable a Thing to them that receive it 
worthily, I pray give ſome ſhort and plain 
Directions, ſuch as may inſtruft and 
quicken me in ſo neceſſary a Duty. 

A. Remember then that a Sober and 
a Chriſtian Life, is the beſt Preparation for 
the Sacrament, | 

That it is much better to judge and 
condemn. yourſelf here, than that God 
ſhould condemn you hereafter. 

Whenever therefore yawperceive your- 
ſelf to have offended in Thought, Word, 
or Deed, delay not to confeſs yaurfelf un- 
to God, and to beg his Pardon, and. then 
go to the Sacrament, that you may have 
your Pardon ſealed in Heaven. | 

Never be aſhamed to ſubmit. yourſelf 
to thoſe you have wronged; and be ready 
to forgive ſuch as have offended: you. 

With theſe Diſpolitions go tothe Lord's 
Supper as often as you bave a fit Oppor- 
tunity, 
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tunity, and look upon that Sacrament as 
a ſure Pledge of the Love of God, and 
depend upon his Promiſe of Pardon and 
Grace to ſuch as deſire to ſerve him with 
all their Hearts. 

And though you ſhould not have che Joy 
and Comfort you may deſire, yet faithful- 
ly rely upon the Goodneſs of God, who 
maketh even our Fears and Sorrows to 
help us forward in our Way to Heaven. 

And above all Things confider, that as 
often as you partake of this Holy Sacra- 
ment, you devote yourſelf to God's Ser- 


vice, and are under new Obligations to lead 
an Oy Life. 


The PRAYER. 


-ALMIGHTY God, who gaveſt thine 

only Son Feſus Chriſt to ſuffer Death 
upon the Croſs for our Redemption, give us 
Grace to keep up the Remembrance of this 
great Mercy, until his coming again. Grant 
that we may never be aſhamed to confeſs 
the Faith of Chriſt cruciſied: that we may 
never deſpiſe the Bleſſings he hath purchaſed 
for us, nor the Means of Grace which he 
hath ordained ; which we moſt humbly beg, 
for the Sake of the ſame Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord. Amen. £ 
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as are ſick, or under any 
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INHABITANTS 


00. THE, 


DIOCESE or MAN: 


T is for Want of Conſideration, that 
any Perſon or Chriſttan Family neglet 
gc to pray daily to God ; the moſt unlearned 
lee that they depend upon his Providence; 
99 that they cannot proſper without his 5005 
01 ing ; that they can do no good Thing wi 
03 out his Grace or Aſſiſtance; that they can 
0b live no longer than he pleaſeth ; and that 
08 when they die, they muſt be miſerable or 
13 happy, Juſt as he ſhall judge they We a1] 


17 Theſe are the Reaſons which ſhould pre- 
vail with every Perſon to pray confer 
for Pardon and Peace; for Grace to do 

22 the Will of God ; for his Bleſſing and Pro- 
tetion ; for a happy Death, and for a Joyful 

26 Reſurrettion. 

The Ox knoweth his Owner, and the 
Hand that feeds him; Hunger and cold 
Seaſons make the very Beaſts ſeek to you 
for Shelter; and will not the Loving-kind- 

0 neſs of the Lord, nor his Corrections, make 
you look up to him, by whom we live, and 
from whom we expett all Good ? 
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„ 
Cod forbid it ſhould be ſo with any of 
you, after you know the great Danger of liv. 
mg without Godin the World; andthegreat 


Happineſs of being under his Protection. 
Men may think to thrive by their own 


Induſtry, by the Help of Friends, by what 


tneir Forefathers have left them; but all 
theſe will not do without God's Bleſſing; 
for, except the Lord build the Houle, 
they labour in vain that build it. 

We may hope that good Advice, our own 
Reaſon, the Fear of the Laws, the Care of our 
Reputation will keep us, that Sin and Hell 


all not get the Dominion over us; but then 


we do not 8 that many, who have had 
all theſe Helps, are now for ever undone, 


becauſe they did not beg God's Grace, with- 


out which Nothing can ſave us from Ruin. 
Fon there is no Wickedneſs, which any 


Other Perſon hath fallen into ; there is no- 
Mzisfortune, no Miſery, but we are all liable 
to the fame; and it is God's Goodne/s that 
any of us are delivered. And therefore it 
is neceſſary above all Things that we ſhould 


ſecure the Favour of God. 


And they that do ſo, by worſhipping. him 
daily, will find great Comfort here, and 
an un/pearable Reward hereafter, For 
God will give his Angels Charge con- 


cerning them. He will deliver them from 
Evil. He will give them neu Hearts, and 


direct 


* 


.. 
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direft them in the Way they ſhould go, and 
bring them to everlaſting Life. And in the 
mean Time, whatever befalleth them ſhall 
be for their. Good at the laſt, and in this Be- 
bief they ſhall always be eaſy. 

Now all fuck as will not ſerve God to the 
beft of their Knowledge, and the Means af- 


forded them, will 1 left without Excuſe.” 


Here are plain and ſhort Inſtructions and 
Prayers in your own Language put into your 
Hands. Such as may be uſed where any one 
in the Family can read; ſuch as may be learn 
ed by heart in a few Days by them that can- 
not read; and yet ſuch as by God's Bleſſing 
may help to make you a Religious People, 
ps. keep you in his Favour. 

That therefore which Ido earneſtly beg of 
all Perfons within m Dioceſe, into ufo ſe 
Hands this ſmall Book Jhall come, is this--— 
That they would learn to faydiffinttly the Two 


firſt Prayers for ae and Evening 1 7 
private, and uſe e them de 


Hall expreſly re 


This ts "what © 


uire of at that come to b. 
confirmed; / bh can they promiſe. to 720 
in the Comand of ith who will ab 


learn to aſk his Grace, by diligent Prayer, 

without which we can do no good Thing ? 
In every Family where there is one that can 
read, I do hope that the two Family Prayers 
willbe conſtantly uſed. And Imake no Queſtion 
but the e wo are truly concerned for 
R 3 the 


8 # 


( 198 ) 


the Souls of their People, will bring a many 
well-diſpoſed Perſons that cannot read, to 
learn and to uſe them ; for they will conſider 
the terrible Words of the Prophet, pour 
out thy Wrath upon the Families that baye 
not called upon thy Name, Fer. x. 25. 

The Reſt of the Inj Mt ructions and Devotions 
are ſo neceſſary, and yet ſo ſhort and plain, 
that I per fuade myſel EY they will be made Uſe of 
by moſt that can read, and that many good 
People will read them to thoſe that cannot 
read themſelves. Remembering their own 
Proverb,---When one poor Man helps 
another, God is exceedingly pleaſed. 

Remember that all Men may be happy if it 
is not thezr own Fault; for ſo ſaith the wiſe 
Man, :whether a Man be rich or poor, if 
he have a good Heart toward the Lord, 
he ſhall at all Times rejoice with a chear- 
ful Countenance, Fcclef. xxvi. 4. 

And God Almighty grant, that what I 
haze here prepared for you may be for your 
 freſent 22 * future 2 1 
that you may never want that Meaſure of 
Knowledge which ts neceſſary to ſave ** 
Souls. 


Taro. Sodor and Man. 


PrAlx and SnorT 


DIRECTIONS axp PRAYERS. 


Prayers for particular Perſons. 


6 the Danger of going 
into an evil World without God's 
Bleffing, and then you will not negle& to 
pray for his Grace and Protettion every 


Morning. | 


| Mo rning Prayer. 


Lord, my Maker and Redeemer, 

I thank thee for all thy Mercies, 

and eſpecially that I am a Chriſtian, and 
in the Way of Salvation; Lord, ſuffer 
me not to go aſtray, or bring me back 
by ſuch Means as to thee ſhall ſeem 
meet. | ; 
Let thy Grace, which is ſufficient, ſecure 
me ſrom the Temptations of the ſe” 
the 
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the Fleſh, and the Devil; that I may not 
follow, nor be led by them. 

Let my Belief of thy infinite Power, 
and Juſtice, and Goodneſs, make me to 
fear, and to love, and to put my whole Tr uſt 
in thee. 

Let the Goodneſs of thy Commands in- 
cline me in all Things to obey thy bleſſed 
Will, that I may love my Neighbour as 
myſelf; and forgive, and ods in Charity 
with all the World. 

That I may obey ſuch as have the 
Rule over me; be juſt in all my Deal- 
ings; true and faithful in my Words and 
Promiſes. 

That I may be temperate, ſober, and 
chaſte; lead an honeſt and a godly Life; 
be content with my Condition, and never 

deſire to better it by unjuſt Ways. 

The Lord preſerve me from all Evil; 
from Pride, and Malice, and Idlenefs, 
and Untleanneſs; from Deceit, and Word 
ly-mindedneſs, and from Lying and Slan- 
dering. 

1 deſeech God chat his Grace may c 
ever be with me, to keep me from all ( 
Thoug hits, Words, and Actions, that I 
ſhould have Cauſe to repent of. 

Defend me in all Dangers; comfort 
me in all. Afflictions; dire& me when 1 | 
know not what to do, and bring me in his 

good 
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good Time to his heavenly Kingdom, for 
Jeſus, Chriſt's Sake. 

O Lord, hear me, not according to my 
weak Underſtanding, but according to the 
full Meaning of that Form of Words which 
Jeſus Chriſt hath taught us. 


UR Father which art in Heaven; 
hallowed be thy Name. Thy King- 
dom come. Thy Will be done in Earth, 
as it is in —.— Give us this Day our 
daily Bread. And forgive us our Treſ- 
paſſes, as we forgive them that treſpaſs 
againſt us. And lead us not into Tempt- 
ation; but deliver us from Evil: For 
thine is the Kingdom, the Power, and the 
Glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 


Prayers for particular Perſons. 


WH OEVER goeth to Sleep without 
God's Bleſſing, hath much Reaſon 
to fear his own Safety. And therefore 


every wiſe Man will put himſelf under 
God's Protection. 


Evening Prayers. 


LESSED be God for all his Favours 
from Day to Day beſtowed upon me. 
Lord, 
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Lord, make me fenfible that I wholly 
depend upon thee for Lrfe, and Health, 
and Proſperity, and Comfort; that it may 
be my Delight, as well as my Duty, to 
ſerve thee faithfully. ; 
Continue to me thy Bleflings, I be- 
ſeech thee, and give me Grace never to 
abuſe them. | 1 
O God, be merciful unto me, for I have 
walked contrary to thy holy Laws; Lord 
forgive me, and deliver me from thoſe 
Judgments which my Sins deferve. 

Give me Grace never to conſent to 
any known Wickedneſs, nor ever to 
grieve thy holy Spirit, by which I am 
fanktifed e gs 
Let me ſee the Danger of Sin, that I 
may flee from it, that I may ſtrive againſt 
it, that it may never be my Ruin. 
Enlighten my Soul with ſaving Truth, 
correct me in Mercy when I grow care 
leſs of my Salvation, Make me ever 
mindful of my latter End. From ſudden, 
and from eternal Death, good Lord, de- 
liver me. 

Preſerve me from the Power and Ma- 
lice of the Devil: grant me a quiet Sleep, 
a happy Death, and a joyful Reſurrec- 
tion, for Jeſus Chriſt's Sake. Amen. 

O Lord, hear me, not according to my 


weak Underſtanding, but according _ 
| ul 
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full Meaning of that Form of Words which 
ew Chriſt hath taught us: 


UR Father, which art in Heaven, 
Sc. 


— 9 9 — — 


Morning Prayer for a Family. 


Let one read or ſay devoutly what followeth, 
the Reſt of the Family attending. | 


THE Lord hath brought us ſafe to 

the Beginning of this Day, let us 
therefore give Thanks for this, and for 
all his Mercies. 

Let us pray that we may live in the 
Fear of God, and continue in Love and 
Charity with our Neighbours. 

That his holy Spirit may direct and 
rule our Hearts, teaching us what we 
ought to do, and what to avoid. | 

That the Grace of God may ever be 
with us, to ſupport us in all Dangers, and 
carry us through all Temptations. 

That the Lord may bleſs all our ho- 
neſt Endeavours, and make us content 
with what his Providence ſhall order for 
us. 

And that we may continue his faithful 
Servants unto our Lives' End. be 

or 
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For all which Bleſlirgs let us devoutly 
Prey 


Then all devoutly kneeling, let one ſay, 


God, by whom the whole World is 

governed and preſerved, we give 
thee humble Thanks for thy Fatherly 
Care over us; beſeeching thee to make 
us truly ſenſible of thy Mercies, and 
thankful for them. 

Give us Grace that we may walk as 
in thy Sight, making a Conſcience of 
our Ways, and fearing to offend thee, 
may never fall into the Sins we have re- 
pented of. 

Enable us to reſiſt the Temptations of 
the World, the Fleſh, and the Devil; to 
follow the Motions of thy good Spirit; to 
be ſerious and holy in our Lives; true 
and juſt in our Dealings; watchful over 
our Thoughts, Words, and Actions; dili- 
gent in our Buſineſs, and temperate in all 
Things. 

And becauſe we cannot be ſafe without 
thy Succour, defend us, we beſeech thee, 
from all Dangers both of Body and Soul. 

Make us ever ſenſible that we depend 
upon thee, that in all our Neceſſities we 
may look up to thee for Help. And 
the gracious God give us what is "_ 

u 


y 
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ful for us, and withal give us contented 
Minds. 

Give us the Bleſſings of this Life, and 
Grace not to abuſe them; but above all 
Things, give us the Bleſſings of the World 
to come, for jeſus Chriſt's Sake. 

Hear us, O God, not according to our 
weak Underſtanding, but according to the 
full Meaning of that Form of Words, 
which Jeſus Chriſt hath taught us: | 


OUR Father, which art in Heaven; 

Hallowed be thy Name. Thy King- 
dom come. Thy Will be done on Earth, 
as it is in Heaven. Give us this Day our: 
daily Bread. And forgive us our Trel- 
paſſes, as we forgive them that treſpaſs 
againſt us. And lead us not into Tempt- 
ation; but deliver us from Evil: For 
thine is the Kingdom, and the Power, 
and the Glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 


The Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, | 
and the Love of God, and the Fellow- 


ſhip of the Holy Ghoſt, be with us all 
evermore. Anen. 


1 vening 


206 Plain and ſhort Directions 


E vening Prayer for a Family. 


Let one read or ſay devoutly what followeth, 
the Reſt of the Family attending. 


Y the Favour of God, we are come to 
the Evening of this Day and we are 
ſo much nearer our latter End. 

Let us ſeriquſly conſider this, and pray 
God to fit ufo r the Hour of Death. 

Let us with penitent Hearts beſeech 
him to pardon our Sins; and to deliver 
us from the Evils which we have juſtly 
deſerved. — 

Let us reſolve to amend whe we have 


done amiſs, and pray God that his Grace 


may ever be with us. 

And that we may be ſafe under his 
Protection, who alone can defend us 
from the Powers of Darkneſs. | 

For all which Bleſſings let us en 


. 
Then all devoutly nale. let one ay. 


Lord, and heavenly Father, we ac- 

knowledge thy great Goodneſs to us, 

in ſparing us when we deſerve Puniſhment ; 

in n giving us the Neceſſaries of this * 
0 an 
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and in ſetting before us the Happineſs of 
a better. 

ThemercifulGod pardon our Offences; 
correct and amend what is amiſs in us, 
that as we grow in Years we may grow in 
Grace, and the nearer we come to our latter 
End, the better we may be prepared for it. 

In the midſt of Life we are in Death. 
Lord, grant that theſe Thoughts may 
make us careful how we live, that we 
may eſcape the bitter Pains of eternal 
Death. | 

Take from us all Ignorance, Hardneſs 
of Heart, and too much Carefulneſs for 
the Things of this Life. © 

Make us an Houſehold fearing God, 
ſubmitting ourſelves to his good Pleaſure, 
and putting our whole Truſt in his Merey. 

Grant that all ſuch as are in Authority 
may. govern with Truth and Juſtice, and 
that they, whoſe Duty it is to obey, may 
do it for Conſcience-ſake. Continue to 
us the Means of Grace, and the Bleſſings 
of Peace and Unity, which by thy Good- 
neſs we enjoy. We commend unto the 
tender Mercy of God all that ſincerely 
ſeekthe Truth, oraredeſtitute of neceſſary 
Means of! aſtruktion; allthat labour under 
Trials and AMiQions ; all fick and dying 
Perſons; all that have been inſtrumental 
to our Good, by their Aſſiſtance, Advice, 

8 2 Example, 
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Example, or Writings; and all that never 
pray for themſelves. 
Let thy Bleſſing, O Lord, be vith't us, 
to defend us in all Dangers, and comfort 
us in all Adverſities; 6d when we de- 
part this Life, grant that we may dwell 
with thee in Life everlaſting, for Jeſus 

Chriſt's Sake. 

Hear us, O merciful God, not accorda 
ing to our weak Under ſtanding, but ac- 
| cording to the full Meaning of that Form 

of Words which Jeſus Chriſt hath Gag 
uy s 1. 


ONS. Father, which art in Rae 
Oc. 


The Grace of our Lo: Jeſus Chriſt, 
and the Love of God, and the Fellowſhip 
of the Holy Ghoſt, be with us all ever- 
more. | Amen. 


ll 


— — ͤ * 8 * » ä — — 2 


4 ſhort and neceſſary Toftrition for San 
| * Morning. 3 


HE Lord, ko hath bleſſed one Day in 
ſeven, bleſſeth all thoſe: that keep it 
holy; and very terrible have been his 
Judgments upon them that have profan- 
ed it. 


It 
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er It is your Duty therefore, on his goed 
„ Day, to lay aſide, as much as poſſible, all 
18, worldly Buſineſs, all worldly Thoughts, 
rt all worldly Pleaſures, that you may ho- 
e nour your Creator to the beſt of your 
11 Power: by owning your Dependance upon 


* him; by hearing his Word and his Com- 
mands; 3 by aſking his Bleſſings, and giv- 
. ing him Thanks for his Favours. | 


CG If then it 1s our Intereſt and our Hap- 
* pineſs to ſerve God, it is our Duty to be 
dt at his Houſe before his Service begins; to 


ſhew, that we fear his Majeſty, and dare 

not offer him a lame Sacrifice; to ſhew, 

n, that we do indeed deſire his Bleſſing, and 
| take Delight in ſerving him. 

When therefore you come into the 


it, Houſe of God, and firſt kneel. down,,/ay 
'P ſecretly this ſhort Prayer, 


A ſhort Prayer at your coming into Church. 
AY the good Spirit of God diſ- 


poſe me unto, and aſſiſt me in his 


aol Service; the Lord give us all a true and 
5 lively Senſe of our Wants, and of his 
* Mercy and Preſence amongſt us, that we 
„ir may ſerve him with our Hearts as well as 
41 with our Bodies, and that our Prayers 
* may be heard ſor the Sake of his Son 


Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen, 
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After this, attend diligently to what is 
ſaid and prayed for; remembring that 
they are your Prayers which are offered up 
to God, but that you have no Share in 
them if you do not mind what is aſked in 
your Name. | 

That your Heart may go along with 
your Prayers, ſay ſoftly, Amen, fo be it, 
to every Petition. This 1s what the moſt 
unlearned may do, and it may be the moſt 
learned cannot do better, to keep their 
Minds intent upon what they are about. 

When you confeſs your Sins, do it with 
great Seriouſneſs and Concern, remem- 
bring that you are for ever undone, if you 
are not forgiven. And then hear with 
Comfort upon what Conditions God will 
pardon you; if you repent and believe the 
Goſpel, you are ſure to be forgiven, for you 
have it declared by one who hath this 
Commiſſion from Chriſt himfelf, John xx. 
23. Whoſeſoever Sins ye remit, they are re- 
mitted unto them; and whoſeſoever Sins ye 
retain, they are retained. | 

Wbenthe Wordof God is readorpreach- 
ed, be careful to mind it, that you may 
know your Duty, and the Reward of doing 
it; that you may obſerve the Way of 
God's dealing with Mankind, in puniſhing 
the Wicked, and in protecting and re- 
warding the Righteous; that you may 
| | ; know 
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know the Manner of our Redemption, 
and the great Love of God in bringing it 
to paſs; that you may ſee the Dangers you 
are liable to, and the Bleſſedneſs that is ſet 
before you, ever remembring, that Faith, 
without which we cannot pleaſe God, cometh 
by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God, 
Rom. x. 17. 

And be ſure to behave yourſelf with 
great Reverence and Devotion while you 
are in the Houſe and Preſence of God; 
for if when you ſhould be on your Knees, 
aſking God's Pardon and Bleſſings, or 
ſtanding to praiſe the Creator of Heaven 
and Earth; if inftead of doing fo, you fit 
and fleep away the Time, or carelefly gaze 
and think of other Matters, then will you 
return from God's Houſe with a. Curſe, 
and not with a Bleſſing. 

And yet the very beſt of us, after all 
our Care, have Cauſe to beg Pardon even 
for the Faults of our Devotions. There- 
fore before you riſe from your Knees, ſay 
privately this ſhort Prayer, 


A ſhort Prayer before you leave the Church. 
1 good Lord accept of our Duty 


and Sexvice; pardon our Sins and 
Infirmities; give us what is needful for our 
Souls and farour Bodies, and keep us ever- 
| more 
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more under thy Protection, for the Sake 
of Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour. Amen. 


And now, God forbid that you ſhould 
ſpend the Remainder of this good Day, ſo 
well begun, in Sin and Vanity: rather 
think how you may do moſt Honour to 
your Creator and Redeemer. 

If you can read, you can both inſtruct 
1 7415 and them that will hear you. 
If you have Children and Servants, you 
can teach them how to fear, and to love, 
and to pray to God. 

And, if you are unlearned, you can 
think of what you have heard at Church, 
and reſolve to do, to the beſt of your 
Knowledge, as you have been taught. 

Then will the Lord be with you, to 
bleſs you in the Way you go, to preſerve. 
and to proſper you. For this is what he 
bath declared, them that honour me, I will 
honour ; and they that deſpiſe me, ſhall be 
lightly eſteemed, 1 Sam. ii. 30. 


A Prayer for Sunday Morning. 


Lord, who haſt conſecrated this good 
Day to. thy Service, give us Grace 
ſo to obſerve it, that it may be the Be- 
ginning of a happy Week-to us; and that 


none of thy Judgments: may. fall upon 
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us for profaning it. Fix in our Hearts 
this great Truth, Hat here ue have no 
abiding Place, that we may ſeriouſly and 
timely provide for another Life; and 
grant that this great Concern may make 


us very deſirous to learn our Duty, and to 


do what thou requireſt of us. And bleſſed 
be God, that we have Churches to go to, 
that we have Time to ſerve our Creator, 
that we have Paſtors to teach us. The 
Lord proſper their Labours, and give us 
Grace to profit by them, that they and 
we may enjoy an everlaſting Sabbath 
with thy Saints in en for ee 
Chriſt's Sake. 4 a ; 


A plain and ul ful Inſtruction for Sandy 


Evening. 


Concerning the Providence of God, or his 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs in e the 
World. 


HAT God is Great, and to be 

greatly feared, we know by the 
World he hath made, and from his Tk 
tul Judgments. 

That God is good, and to be loved and 
worſhipped, we are convinced from bis 
Care of the whole Creation. 1 

or 
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For his tender Mercies are over all his 


Works, Pſ. cxlv. 9. Therefore have his 
Creatures the Comfort of the Rain and 
Sun, of Food and Shelter; the Earth 
yields Increaſe, and the Seas are ſtored 
with Creatures innumerable. 

In the Hand of God are theſe and all 
other Bleſſings, which he withholds, or 
giveth according to his good Pleaſure, to 
teach us, that we wholly depend on him; 
that Man liveth not by Bread alone, nor 


by his own Induſtry, but by the: Provi- 


dence of God, who ordereth all Condi- 
tions of Life for the beſt, for thoſe that 
cannot chooſe for themſelves. 

And if he ſuffers ſome to be poor, it is 
becauſe that Condition is beſt for them 
now; but he will make them a great 
Amends in the next World for what they 
want in this, if they will be content and 
honeſt, neither murmur at their own Lot, 
nor envy that of others. 

When God giveth Riches, it is not to 
make them an Occaſion of our Ruin, 
but to try our Virtue; for, if we are not 
high-minded ; if we truſt not in uncertain 
Riches, but in the living God; i we do 
good with them, and readily diſtribute to the 
Neceſſities of others; then are Riches a 
real Bleſſing, and helþ to bring us to eternal 
Life, 1 Tim. vi. 17. 


If 
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If he bringeth us into A iction, it is not 
that he is pleaſed with the Miſeries of his 
Creatures, but he is ſhewing them their 
Tranſgreſſion, he is opening their ear. to 
Diſcipline, that they may return from Ini- 
quity, and ſave their Souls from Death eter- 
nal, Job. xxxvi. 

If he ſuffers us to be tempted, it is not 
that we might fall, but to make us more 
ſenſible of our own Weakneſs, that we 
may come to him for Help on whom we 
depend, who will not ſuffer us to be tempted 
above what we are able to bear ; and who 
will reward our. poor. Endeavours with 
unſpeakable Happineſs. 

If we have Friends, it is the Favour of 
God to us; and, if we have Enemies, 
they are Rods in his Hand, either to cor- 
rect, or to make us careful of our Ways. 

The Devil himſelf, that powerful Spi- 
rit, is under God's Command, to execute 
his Judgments upon wicked Men, while 
they that truſt in the Lord have Nothing 


to fear, for he hath no Power to hurt 
them. 


Happy are we who how theſe Things 
now; and we ſhall be for ever happy, if 
we live according to this Belief, 

For then we ſhall truſt in the Lord with 


all our Heart, and not lean unto our own 
Underſtanding: 


We 
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We ſhall call upon him, for what we 
want, and thankfully receive what he is 
pleaſed to fend. For ſhall we receive 
Good at the Hand of God, and N we not 
receive Evil? Job. ii. 10. 

We fhall hope for his Favour when we 
mean well, and never expect his Bleſſing 
when our Deſigns are evil. 

We fhall look upon God's Time as 
the beſt, and not grow impatient den 
our Defires are not anſwered. 

We ſhall acknowledge his Hand in 

Thing that befalſeth us, and hope 
for his Mercy even when he is angry, 
knowing, that all Things ſhall work together 
For Good to them that love God, Rom. viii. 
28. Thus ſhall we dwell under the Defence 
of the moſt High, and ſhall be ſecure from 
Fear of Evil. 


A Prayer for Sunday Evening. 178 


LMIGHTY God, by whom all 
Things were made, and are preſerv- 


„give us Hearts to know, and Grace to 
conſider this, that we may chearfully com- 
mit ourſelves, and all that belongs to us, to 
thy merciful Care; that we may ever look 
up to thee for what we want, be thankful 
for thy Favours, never refiſt thy Dealings 
with us, nor neglett the Means of Grace 
which thy Providence affords us. And 

blefled 
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bleſſed be God, who giveth us what is ever 
beſt for us, who keepeth us from Dangers, 
and bath provided for us better than all 
our Works can deſerve. The good Lord 


make us mindful of our Duty, that, as 


we often hear how we ought to walk and 


to pleaſe God, we may continue to do ſo 


unto our Lives“ End, through Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord, Amen. 


1 


Short and plain Directions for the worthy 
Leceiving of the Lord's Supper. 


WHEN Notice is. given that the 


Lord's Supper is to be adminiſtered, 
reſolve not to turn your Back upon it; 
Becauſe Jeſus Chriſt hath, commanded 
us, thus to keep: up the Remembrance of. has 
Death, Luke xxii. 19. 5 


And becauſe this is the only Comfort 
of Sinners. For through Faith in his Blood, 
we obtain the Pardon ꝙ our Sins, and are 
made Partakers of the Kingdom of Heaven. 

But then you muſt conſider how you 
may receive this Sacrament worthily. 

And, becauſe it may. be you have no 
other Helps, beſides the Direction given 


hen you have Notice of the Sacrament, 


you ſhould hearken diligently to tat Ex- 
khortation, by which you are fully . 
IM T the 
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the Way and Means of n your 
for the Lord's Table. al 


And then PSY conlider with m. 

Gall ; 
| - Whether in. Truth yeudefre, and 
will do your beſt to ſave your Soul. 

2, Whether you refolve not to do any 
Thing, which your on Conſcience, or 
God's Word forbids you 

3- Whether you will ſtrive againſt thoſe 
Sins which you are moſt apt to fall into, 
by avoiding Temptations," and praying 
for Grace to oyercome them. 

4. Whetheryouwillmake what Satisfac- 
tion you can toſuch as have Reaſonto com- 
plain of you, or have been injured by you. 

5. Whether you are ready to forgive, 
and love, and db Good te others, fince 
God is ſo good and Kind to you. 

6. And, laſtly, whether you wholly de- 
pend uponthe Mercy of God, for the Sake 
of Chriſt's Death, and are thankful for it. 

Now, if you find your Heart thus diſ- 
-poſed, then in God's Name go to the 
Sacrament. 

But be ſure to mind all that is faid and 
done there; and that will teach you your 
Duty, and help to make you devout. 

M hen therefore you are exhorted'to re- 
member the Poor, and a Collection is made 
for them, hear what great ä 

at 


Y 
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hath made to ſuch as are charitable; and 
reſolve to give Something according to 
your Ability, and be confident it will not 
be loſt. | e 4520 
Let your Heart go along with all the 
Prayers, and ſoftly ſay Amen to every Pe- 
tition, and then they are truly your Pray- 
ers, and this will keep your Thoughts 
from wandering. When you hear bow 
divine and comfortable @ Thing it is to re- 
ceive this Sacrament worthily, and how 
dangerous it is to receive unworthily ; lift 
up your Heart, and pray God to pardon 
your Infirmities, and what is wanting in 


your Preparations. | 


When you are called upon to make your 
kumble Confeſſon to Almighty God, be ſure 
to let your whole Heart go along with the 
Miniſter; and humbly pray, that you may 
have a Share in that Pardon which is then 
renounced. | | 

When the comfortable Words of Chriſt 
end his Apoſtles, to fuck as truly turn unto 
God, ate read, think what a Mercy it 1s, 
that God will forgive and receive us in o 
Favour upon ſuch gracious Terms, that 
the greateſt Sinner needs not deſpair of 
Favour. 

When you declare, that you do not pre- 
fume to come to the Lord's Table, truſting 
in your own R'giteouſneſs, but in God's 

y 2 great 
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great Mercy; ſay this with much Seriouſ- 
neſs, and your deep Humility will make 
Amends for many Imperfections. 

When God's Miniſter breaketh the 
Bread, and poureth out the Wine, and 
bleſſeth them, let them put you in Re- 
membrance of Chriſt's Body broken, and 
his Blood ſhed upon the Croſs for our 
Redemption; and pray, that they may be 
a Means of conveying unto your Soul all 
the Benefits of his precious Death. 

And when you receive the Bread and 
Wine, be ſure to mind what is ſaid to you, 
and ſay Amen to it. And pray God to 
enable you to renounce the Devil and att his 
Works, conſtantly to believe God's holy Word, 
and obediently to keep his Commandments ; 

which, at your Baptiſm, you vowed to do. 
When all have received, and you have of- 
fered your Soul and Body to God, as your 
reaſonable Sacrifice ; then remember that 
you are bought with the Price of Chriſt's 
Blood; and God forbid, that you ſhould 
forſake the Service of him, who bath ſo 
dearly purchaſed you. | 

And now you may return Home with 
God's Bleſſing, and this comfortable 
Truth, that he who ſpared not his own Son, 
but gave him up for us all; how will he not 
with him alſo freely give us all Things? 


Rom. viii. 32. 
5 And 
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And remember, that, if a Man doth 
2 ſet his Heart to ſeek the Lord, and 
doth what he can to pleafe him, God will 
pardon a great many Imperſections be- 
ſides, 2 Chron. xxx. 18. 


A Thankſgiving to be faid after the Sacra- 
ment and at other Times. | 


Lord, and heavenly Father, I am 
not worthy of the leaſt of all the 
Mercres which thou kaſt ſhewed thy 
Servant, for 1 wholly depend upon thee; 
therefore F do moſt humbly thank thee 
for all thy Favours, thy continual Care 
over me, thy Patience towards 'me, thy 
fatherly Corrections, thy mercifyl Deli- 
verances: Rut, above all, for the-unſpexk- 
able Benefits of the Death of Chriſti O 
Lord; preſerve in my Soul a lively Senſe 
and Remembrance of all thy Bleffings, 
that I may think of thy Goodneſs, that 
I may ſtiff taſte of thy Kindneſs; and that 


may continue in thy Favour, and under 


the Direction of thy good Spirit, unto my 
Life's. End. Amen. OG 


13 
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Plain ind Kore Inſiruflions for fuck as * 
been. confirmed, and for ſuch as have 
been at the Lord's Supper. 


H ING given up yourſelf to God 
and his Service, you are now under 
the Government of his Holy Spirit, 
which will direct you in the Way you 
ſhould go, enlighten your Underſtanding, 
aſſiſt you when you want Help, awaken 
you when you. grow careleſs, correct you. 
when, you forget your Duty, and will 
never forſake you until you come to Hea- 
ven, if it is not your own Fault. 

But if you ſhall at any Time hereafter 
grieve-this good Spirit, by going wilfully 
againſt your Conſcience, and becoming 
the Seruant of Sin; then will he leave you, 
and au Evil Spirit will take the Govern- 
ment of. you, and will, lead you from one 
Wickedpefs to another, until be bring you 
to Deſtrudtion both of Body and Soul. 

That you may. eſcape this Danger, it 

muſt be your great Care. 

Ir. To live in. the Fear of God, 

chat you may not conſent to. known Ini- 
quity. | 

This was David's Rule, Pſal. xix. g. 
T have ſet God always before me, therefore 
Lell not fall; that is, he ever bad it in, 
his 
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his Mind, that God was ſtill preſent with 
him, /aw all his Actions, heard all his 
Words, and knew the very Thoughts of his 
Heart. 

Now this is what you muſt do, and 
often think thus with yourſelf; is not this 
Action againſt the Laws of God ? Will not 
this diſpleafe him, who ſeeth all I do; and 
who will call me to an Account, if I do 
amaiſs.; Will not this injure my Neighbour S 
Js this a Li fit for a Chriſnan to lead? 
Js this Company fit for @ good Chriſtian tv 
keep ꝰ &c. And this? is bo live in the Fear 
of God. | 

2. Secondly, But if notwichfanding 
this Care, you fall into Sin, your next Con- 
cern muſs be, to repent of it immediately. 

And do not put oft your Repentance, 
in Hopes that you have Time enough to 
leave your Sins, and to make your Peace 
with God; for this has been the Ruin of 
moſt of buch as have periſhed in their 
Sins. 5 

But know for a Truth, that it is the 
mere Favour of God, that any Man 
hving repents and forſakes his Sins, that 
you can only do ſo when he pleaſeth, and 
the longer you continue in Sin, the more 
deſperate, the more careleſs, and the more 
hardened you'll grow, and: more unfit for 
God's. Favour. This. therefore was Da- 


vid's 
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vid's Practice, I made Haſte, and delayed 
not to keep thy Commandments, Pſ. cxix. 
3. Thirdly, Be careful at all Times to 

own your Dependance upon God, by pray- 
ing to him for what you want, and giving 
him Thanks for what you receive. 

And do not think that Want of Learn- 
ing will excuſe you from doing this. 
There is no Man, who can lift up his 
Heart to God, but can pray him to forgive 
| this Sin; to bleſs this Undertaking ; to bleſs 
Eis Children and his Labours ;. to deliver 
him from ſuch an Evil or Temptation. And 
every Man, who knoweth when he re- 
ceiveth a Mercy, can own it is God's 
Goodnefs to him, and thank him as well as 
he can; and God, who well underſtands. 
his Children's Meaning, will pity their 


Infirmities, accept of their Service, and: 


anſwer their Prayers. | 

4. Zaſtly, When the Spirit of God 
puts inio your Mind good Thoughts and 
Deſires, do not ſtrive to divert, but che- 
riſh them; and remember, that all Op- 
portunities of 'Enowrng or doing your Du- 
ty, the Adwice of: Friends, the Rr proofs of 
Enemies, the A ictions of this Life, and the 
Hopes and Fears: of the next; are all de- 
pgned, by the Providence of God, to help 
forward your Salvation, aud to keep you 


end he,, g2s 


in the Ways of Holineſs, which you have 
choſen. 

Be wind chico Bodo the Words of 
the Apoſtle of Jeſus Chriſt: It had been 
better for you not to have known the Way 
of Righteouſneſs, than afterwards to turn 


from the holy Commandment delivered unto 
u 2 Pet. ii. 21. | 


7 1 I 
A Prayer 65 Divine Grace. 


BLESSED Spirit of Grace, by which 

I have been called to this State of 
Salvation; be thou the Guide of my 
Life, and lead me in the Way that I 
ſhould go, that I may continually mor- 
tify my corrupt Aﬀettions, and daily en- 
creaſe in Virtue and Godlineſs. May. 
the Senſe of my Infirmities and Back- 
flidings make me ſerious, and careful to 
avoid all Temptations to Sin, to look up 
to thee for Help, to uſe all the Means of 
Grace which thy Goodneſs ſhall afford 
me, that I may receive the Fulneſs of 
thy Gracc, and ever remain in the Num- 
ber of thy faithful Servants unto my 
Life's End. Amen. 


Plain 
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Plain and ſhort Directions far ſuch as are 
Sick, or under any ather Affliction. 


| HEN you are viſited with Sick- 
VV nefs, or any ather A iction, you 
ſhould preſently conclude, ts is the Hand 
of God; for Nothing can befal us without 
his ſpecial Leave, Matt. x. 20. 

Then think with yourſelf, God cannot 
be pleaſed with the Miſeries of his poor 
Creatures; therefore this Afftittion muſt be 
uf for my Gf. 

will therefore hear what the Lord will 
foy to me ; What he meaneth by this Viſit. 
ation. 5 
And your fir/? Care muſt be, to fee 
wherein. you have offended God, that you 
may aſk his Pardon, and obtain his Fa- 
vout, without which, whether you live of 
die, you will be miſerable. 


For conſider what a fearful Thing it is 
to fall into the Hands of the Luing God, 
who can deſtroy both Body and Soul in Hell, 
where the Worm dieth not, and the Fire is 
not quenched. I-40 | | 

You may indeed ftrive to put theſe 
Thoughts out of your Mind; but Death 
will come, and a Judgment will follow, 
and you will be for ever miſerable, whe- 


ther 
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ther you think of theſe Things or not, if 


you die in your Sins unrepented of. 


And therefore, for your Soul's Sake, 
Ways while you 
have Lite and Breath; and, if ever you 
have been guilty of Adultery, or Formca- 
tion, of Uncleanneſs, or Hatred, or Wrath, 
or Strife, or Sedibion, or Drunkenueſs, re- 
member What the Scripture ſaith, they, 


who dv fuck ep „all not inkerit the 
al. v 


oldie: of God, 


Fudge, Aer 1 0 that you may 
not be N of the Lor to God 
for Pardon, 'reſolve to tb here you 


have done amifs, to'live more carefully, 
to avoid Temptations, and to pray con- 
Rantly to God for Graco to overcome 
them. 

And if you m wronged any Man, 
by Deceit, 'by hard Bargan ns, by Force, 
or taken Atvainage of hs Neceſſities of 
your poor Brother, is: is the Time to 
make him Amends, if it is in your Power, 
or elſe . for no Favour from God, 
1 Theſ. | 
And as heh. -expeRt Favour from him, 
be ready to forgive all that have 'injurett 

Ou. 
j If you have tempted others to fin, dd 
what you can to perfuade them to Re- 
pentance; tell them how much you are 
afflicted 
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afflited for your Sins, and that this will 
be their own Caſe, unleſs they die ſud- 
denly, or are hardened through the De- 
ceitfulneſs of Sin ; both which are dread- 
ful Judgments indeed. 95 
If you have negleQed the Means of 
Grace, by not going conſtantly to God's 
Houſe to hear his Word, to receive the 
Holy Sacrament, to pray for his Bleſſing, 


and to give him Thanks for his Mercies; 


confeſs your Offences, and reſolve, if 
ou live, to become a new Man. 

But whether you live or die, endeavour 
by all Means to make your Peace with 
God; and conſider what a Mercy it is that 
you have Time and Warning to do ſo; and 
this will help you to take your Affliction 
patiently; for the Tevereſt Pains are not 
ſo terrible to a Sinner as a ſudden Death. 

Let neither the Greatneſs nor the Num- 
ber of your Offences make you deſpair of 
Mercy; for, if you turn to God with all 
your Heart, hewill receiveyou, Fob. vi. g7. 

Conſider that no Man on Earth can ex- 
pett Pardon for his own Sake, but only for 
the Sake of 7eſus-Chriſt, who came into the 
. World to ſave Sinners; even the greateſt of 
Sinners. And there is Joy in the Preſence 


of God over one Sinner that repenteth. So 


that you may ſay with Job, though, he kill 
me, yet will I truſt in him, Job, xiii, 15- 


- 
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Only be very careful that you do not 
truſt in God's Mercy without a true Sor- 
row for your Sins, and a fincere Purpoſe 
of Amendment. And do not think that 
you are ſafe, becauſe the World knoweth 
no Ill of you, for God knoweth your Heart. 
Pray therefore to him to give you a true 
Senſe of your Errors, and Grace to repent 
of them, and Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, that 


for his Sakeyour Sins may be forgiven, and + 


your Pardon ſealed in Heaven, before you 
go hence, and be no more ſeen. | 

Pray for yourſelf, and remember the 
Promiſe of God, call upon me in the Day 
of Trouble, and I will deliver thee, and thou 


ſhalt glorify me, Pal. 1. 15. 


And be ſure to ſend for the Miniſter of 
God, that he may pray for and inſtruct 
you. This 1s the Apoſtle's Advice, and you 
may look for a Bleſſing upon his Prayers. 

If God hath Bleſſed you with Goods 
honeſtly gotten, ſhew your Thankfulneſs 
to him, by giving chearfully, and accord- 
ing to your Ability, to the Poor. 

When you make your Mill, let the Laws 


and a good Conſcience direct you, that 


after your Death, there may be as little 
Strife as poſſible amongſt your Relations. 
If you are Poor, and leave a poor Fa- 
mily behind you, let not that afflict you; 
but remember, that although you die, pou | 
U the 


% 
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the Goodne/ of God. endureth for ever. 


Only pray both for yourſelf and them, that 


God may give you the Bleflings of the 


next Life, though he thinks fit to deny 


you the good Things of ghis, 

If your Affliction ſhould continue long, 
do not however ſend to the Devil for 
Help, that is, 20 fack as make Uſe of Charms. 


Rather think with yourſelf, that God 


knoweſt beſt how long to chaſten you]; 
and that. it is good that. a Man ſhould both 
hope and quietly wait for the Salvation of 
the Lord, Lam. iii. 26. 

If God ſhall think fit to reſtore you to 
Health, do not grow careleſs as you begin 
to recover; do not forget the Terrors of 
your Sick Bed, nor the good Purpoſe you 
then made: But remember, that it was 
God that afflicted you, and he can in one 
Moment bring you into the ſame Condi- 
tion, or to the Grave, without the gra- 


cious Warnings you have had before. 


Therefore be moſt earneſt with God for 
Grace, that you may for the Time to come 
live a ſober, a riglieous, and a godly Life. 

To, this End, put on holy Reſolutions of 
paying daily for Grace and Strength; of 
obſerving the Lord's Day; of obeying t the 
good Motions of God's Spirit; of-never 
going againſt, your Conſcience, or the 
known Laws Cod; of-ftriving qu 
thole 


7 


ſurrection. 


3 
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thofe:Sins which you have formely been 


W guilty of; and of repenting ſpeedily of 
oh | 


ofe Sins which through Frailty you 


' hall fall into, 


And then, whenever God ſhall call for + 
you, you may hope for a happy Death, 
and expect with Aſſurance a bleſſed Re- 


# 


* 


A Prayer in Time of Aſfliction. 


ALMIGHTY God, the. Author of 
Life and Death, I do ſubmit my Will 
to thine, ſtedfaſtly believing that all thy 
Correttions are the Effects of thy Love, by 
which we are convinced, that Nothing in 
Heaven or on, Earth can ſave us beſides 
thee. Grant, O Lord, that what I now ſuf. 
fer may help forward my Salvation. Help 
me to know mine Offences, to confeſs m 
Sins unto thee, to abhor the Evil of my 
Ways, and to reſolve upon a new Life, 
that thou mayeſt have Mercy upon me, 
and fave my Soul. Lord, increaſe my 
Faith, that I may believe thy Promiſe of 


Pardon and Peace to penitent Sinners; 


confirm my Love to thee and to all Man- 
kind, that, when 1 die, I may die in per: 
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fect Charity; deal with me in this mine 
Affliction as to thee ſeems moſt meet, on- 
ly deliver me not into the bitter Pains of 
2 Death, for Jelus Chriſt's Sake. 


Amen. 


THE END. 
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